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I $¥# here make my Appeal te the Indian Gemmitiee
on Indian Affairs, UNITED STATES SENATE.
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ROBERT M.LAFOLLETTE. WIS. ROBERT L. OWEN, OKLA.
CHARLES L.lMe¢ NARY. OREG. THOMAS J. WALSH, MONT,
JOHN W.HARRELD. OKLA. JOHN B. KENDRIGK. WYO.

RALPH HeCAMERON. ARIZ.
EDWIN F. LADD. N. DAK.
GEORGE BARTHOLOMERUS. CLERX.

been Curtailed by the Indian Reclemation Service, fer three year

past, this is coming fourth year, I am asking your Oommittss to

_have Receurse on 42. year Prior Ripirian irrigation water
Rights on my 1lands, on this State of Washington.

I recollect shaking hands with you all, at March 3rd 1922. at
2+ Osclock. PuM. and I was on February 26th Saturday 9.30. # |
Oeclock. PsMs in the Indian Comuittee House of Congress, whers the
gontle is Qhalrman Mr. Snyder, this is where 1 made my
Complaint befere GCongress sabeut My Private Owener ship ditch
which 1is 42. year# water right on this State of Washington, on

and Mr E.B.MERRITT, Assistant Commissioner was pPresent in that
time, and he teold Congress that was first time I heard that man
Indian meke that Oomplaint, and he called my and he teld me this
Louls you ceme to our office and we wiil fix you up right when you
ceme, and se on Monday February 27th 1922. All of us delegates six
men Cheilf George Meninock, Frenk Seelatse, James Wehlahee, Thomes
Sam, Thomes Weyallup, and My self and I teek S.M. BROSTUS. fer our
witness Agent for the Indian Asseciation Rights, of Washingten.D.C.
Willism Reed head Reclamation Service Oress Questione us befere
Agaistant Commissioner, and our Private Owmership water Rights
glven back that day to me all my companions being present, and
Sell¢BROSIUS present to, and here is s lotter answer teo my letter
frem the Indian O0Office denying my Prior Ripirian Rizhts to my
irrigation Water which is has been unlawfully taken away Pfrom
me and frem my peeple on this Yakima Reservatien, en this State of

Washingten.



(Irrigatien Questien Paiute Ditch frem Simcee Creek 1878.) A

2 #%?ﬁ Ye Water right taken away frem Indians.
Yakima Indian aaarwa%ian State Elf Waahingtu%. .
February 1l4th 1923.

Mr Henerable Selden P. Spencer.
Chair man on the Indian QOemmittee, United States Senate.

My dear white Dbrether te yeur Excellency I ask te be heard,
in yeur Cemmittee te my Cemplaint abeut my Irrigatien waters
Which water I was useing fer 42. years en eur lands, en
this Yakims Reservatien oen this State ef Washingten, that we
was useing this water 1is eur ewn fer the BSustainance en eur
farming Tilling the seil by eur hard lalwer and sweat en
eur brews fer the Dest ef abede, and Hrying te fellew
the white man ways ef 1living and the Civilimatien:

We had goed 1little Orchards, raised with this water befere
this (Wapate Preject came and Ruined eur 1livings,) When this
Ceanal came 1t cut eur 1little ditch and blecked it tight
and That they takem eur Ditch ever by this Reclamatien
Indian Service Where the head man 1s William Reed ef the
Washingten. De C. and his geed Enginer here at Yakima in the
State ef Washingten, That L.M. Helt , is the head Engineer ever
here en this (Wapate Preject) And Whe is hired werk te
Oempell us te take their water fer eur Irrigatien fer eur
creps at the c¢est that they think right and preper¥:

I am entirely ruined by this (Wapate Preject Canal) and

g0 1is my peeple, I have had 100. geed bearing Orchard
apples pears peaches cherries and plums, I have sem these
trees dry and dead, Because that water frem (Wapate Preject)
Denied my Prier Ripirian Rights which water we had frem
Simcee OCOreek this Creek is shut ef Frem wus entirely leave
us with eut water fer eur lands,®And? New what dees Really
Mean all this wunlawful werk ef the Law ef this

Wapate Preject Oamal) Where were all ef these Reclamatien
Service Outfit reised, that it leeks te us Indians that
these Persens DEmpleyed in +this Reclamstiem Service, Are" the
peeple whe came te +this Americe Starving awful hungry
after eoeur larnds, er eur alletmentsjp

Yeu Nete what UMr Edger B. Merritt, Says te me in his letter
he wants me te take aggressive ruling,New" nete his saying he
says, that there were several Investigatiens , en this eur
Paiute Ditch, frem Simcee Creek, and that Ged Knews We are net
given ne Falir Justice, in this matter, and the 1letter says
that this Paiute Diteh had been enlarged, and this is all
Retten lies , that this Paiute Ditch runs threugh ene ef mny
alletments, and I see te day that ditch has never been
enlarged it is Just the same as we had bDefere 'in 1920.



In a few days from new I am geing te try again gnd this
is the reasen I want WMy Prier Ripiriam Rights ‘te water te
be adjusted bhefere next coming menth eof May 1923, I de neot
want te leese ny oreps +this time, Whem I was there in the
House eof Cengress im the Cemmittee Saturday February 25th 1922,
8t 9450 Osclock PlJle When Cheif George lienineck made Speech
befere Ohairmen gontleman Mr Suyder, and befeore the whele
Oommitiee, and I was called eut te the floer them there I
made my this same Cemplaint abeout mny Private Ovmership
irrigation waters, them Iilr Edger B. WMerritt, sssistant
Commissienor boeing present, tham he teld the Cengress

that is the firet time I hear that Indian malking
Cemplaint, and he called my name Ieuis yeu ceme +e our
office, and wo will fix yeu right, and se I quit and it wae
neon time, and after dimmer we went to. see Nr Harding and
yeu was there te,and what President teld wus I remember all
and then whem we went eut wo went heme te the Hetel we

was t steping ine

And menday merning we all Yakime Delagates we
went ©o the Indiem JSurean at 9.30 O.cleck P.e 8nd wo took
lireS.ieBrosius aleng with us fer eur witness sbeut that
Private Ownmership Irripatieon Waters om eur Reservation
Fronk Soelatse talked teo Willlam Reed, and I did the
Interpreting and when Seelatse dene them I talked te William
Roed abeut Paiute diteoh, then Mr Merritt brought Reperts eof
Ir LeMe.Holt head engineer eof the Reclamation Service of Nerth
Takime Washe Merritt read that repert when at lew water
Tlew Simcee Creek carried water just eneugh te irrigate .
14s aores, and that is a Digest 1ie wheewer made that lie
Jn that repert, Because that this Reclasmatien made = good
Steal eof our Paiute diteh from Sincee Creek, that water is
Tlewing all areund ithe year Since we started irrigating
in the year 1878,

Now" I am oncleseing the ILaws I have recopied my
selfy frem the biz boek, Vels 1., that law is net caried
carried out, Ne compensation unsde te mne Indians, Ne Damages
paid to mne Indiens, and ne Imdians given water fer iLhe
right ef way free. Oh mnej -

This is my Plea, asking te have Receurse upen
our 42. yoar wabter wrights, I am telking abeut ny life
bussiness, which 1s tekem away frem me and frem my peer
poeeple unlawfully, yeu nete nerritts letter gays that the
sevral Investigatiens made, en this ditch but that our
mattor 1s mever givem ne Investigation made, Oh ne net one
yot, Only our ditech OStelem ever by the Reclamatien Indisn
Service, and fer three 3years we have bDeen suffering fer
Irrigation waters, What kind ef these Reclamatien Outfit
that they must ceme te this Americe frem where peopl e are
sterving, I am net irying te ebtain rights frem the
Reclamatien Indlan Service, understend I hed that water fer
42. yoars Befere Reclametion Since 1878. te 1920.
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And en menday merning February 27th 1922. We all the Yakima
Delegates We went and We met MNMr William Reed, head man

of this Recla matien Service, and Edger B, Merritt, assistant
Cemmigsiener beth Officials being present in Merritt,s

Office Indian P#EF Bureau at 9.30 0. cleck P.M. and I alse
teek Mr, S. M. BROSIUS, fer eur witness, the man Agent Tfer
the Indian Rights Asseciatien.

And this 1is where Edger B. Merritt, breught eut Reperts

of L. Mo Holt eof Yakima Wash, that Repert said +that my
claim fer water eut frem Simcee Creekk was in thé lew
water flew water just eneug water te irrigate l4. acres
but that Repert is a bigast‘&lia te got me dewn te their
heels, and why did We had geed living Tfer 42. Years, and
We had plenty te eat, and Since 1878. I Imew how To farm
by the Irrigatiem , I am mnet talking fer ne money frem the
sengress Ner frem the Senate, any apprepriallen Ilor me and fer
my peer peeple, Oh ne; all We want eur ditch Returned tTe
us, Befere next Ceming menth ef lay 1923. AnG we the Indian
allettees Asking fer eur Prier# Ripirians Rights te eur
Private Ownership Irrigatien waters frem Simcee Creek which
has heen Stelen by this hungry Indian Reclamastien Service
and eur Irrigatien waters ©Swallewed up eur Rights and
Damaged us whele lets Damages dene te wus en this Paiute
ditch and en February 27 == 1922. lr VWilliam Reed and

Mr Edger B. Merritt, That Rights te my Iirrigatien was given
back te Cheif Frank Seelatse and te Leuis 0, Mann myself
enn that Menday merning, New" see the Indian O0ffice Has

white wash my Rights, and made me =sleep?

Oh my white bDrethers imn Senate Cemmittee en the Indlan affalrs
I remember seeing yeu all, and shaking hands with yu all
Friday after neen #H#¥.lMarch 3. 1922. at 2. O.cleck P. M.

New" Reclamatien Service, wanting mere meney Apprepriatiens,
ag I see in mnews paper President Harding en January 24 th
appreved the Inmdian Apprepriatien Bill, L.M. Helt ef Yakima
Wash. supervieing Engineer ef the Indian Reclamatien Service,
Received mnetice that & 315.000 three hundred and fifteen

theusand Dellars, set aside er censtrucfiie erk en the {é
Yekima Indian Reaervatieny s fﬁmﬁ- £ J&/WM%&

New there is set aside % 5000. fer 4teppenicsh= vimcee fer
operatien and maintenance and $ 2800. fer eperatien en the
Ahtanum Preject, and I Dbelive this much meney 1is set
aside, by the Gevermment, is net te Benilfit the Indians
this much meney 1is threwn away fer the white Oeller
wearing man and a man smeking big Dblack Cigars 1in thelr
meuths, That meney apprepriated net te Benifit Red men.
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At Ahtenum Preject, We pay maintenance $1.25 per acre and
#¥FE still eur irrigatien waters cut ef every day and
eur creps ge dry, and this 1s +the way we are geting
Dirty Deals frem +the Indian Reclamatien Service, and ef
ceurse we live Tfar away three theusand and five hundred
Miles away, and yeu law makers de net Imew eur situatien
hew we are +treated, and I am a man trying very hard te de
what is enly right fer my 1living, and when I hellew fer
any help en farming werk I am called Peace Disturber, New"
here white Dbrethers in the Senate, if yeu de net Belive me
sent eut Right man te inspect eur Disputes abeut this
Indians Irrigatien Private Ownership¥ 1

De net sent a man Relative te eur Supt, Den M. Carr

That there Exists Fraudulent land deals and thefts ef irrigation
waters, That a man name by Reese B, Brewn, is ene the best
Land Shark and ehe ef the bDest Creek eon eur Yakims

Indian Reservatiem, I will here mail ywu that news. paper
cliping, and My dear white white brethers eur head quarters
Situated 1in the Incerperated Tewn Teppenish Wash, and eur
Reservatlien turning te a wild Ceuntry, te many white men
cattle theives I have lest @17 head ef my cattle and

Jimmy Neah Saluskim lest 16 head, and te many heuse theives
te, and this 1is the reasen why we have asked Indian 0ffiee
#% te give eur Indian beys te be FEmpleyed as a Range E
Riders te guard alse the Ferest <fires, But eur wants fﬁﬂﬂ
turn dewn and Denied we want te ge ferward in eur livings
If we enly had a steam Saw Mille runing and we weuld

be Dbetter ef like we was when James H. Wilbur was eur

Agente

My white ©brethers ef the law that this is my last Plea
befere yeur bedy ef Cemmittee asking yeu te help us eut
we want Supreme Justice frem yeur Act:

- Have Receurse upen eur Plea, we want te eat cakes and
geed Dbread, like we was frem the start 2878. te 1920.

when this (Wapate Preject Oanal) Deprived eur rights and
Jumped eur ePaiute diteh and shut eur Simcee water which
we TUsed water fer demestic and irrigatiem Purpeses Sinece
1878, te 1920. Oh instead ef geing ferward we are geing
backwards, I here sent yeu my sample eof my Damaged wheat
ef the year 1921l. When my rights te water Denied DbDecause
I had ne cash meney te pay in advance fer the irrigatien
waters, and my creps lest ameunted te ene theusand® 1000.

We are teld that Cengress and Senate makes +the laws, and me
seeing yeu all last year at the Capitel Building in yeur
Senate Cemmittee Chamber, Our Indians are Gevermment Wards
ef ceurse, But we 1live by eur hard laber en eur 1little
hemes, and en eur alletments, and Why? Our Whites Neighbers
cere at wus Yakima Indians, That 1is because we de net pay
Taxes, We ewe nething te eur white Neighbers Nethinge.
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Irrigateine Water 1is the mest impertant facter in crep preductien
anywheres :
My peeple dent 1live by the Gevernment Ratiens,
Oh ne,my Henerable White brethers ef the United GStates
gentlemen ef the Semate Oemmittee en the Indiam Affairs,
But we 1live by eur sweat en eur Brews fer eur Very
right 1living, Our game 1s all gene white man get them
all, and we cammet 1live by hunting and fishling:

And here we are QCaptives ef the Reclamatien Indian Service
handicaped, Because the ##W Oreoks meneyed men whites
land Sharks Fraudulent land deals 1s cemmen water theftits
on this Reservatien, :

That the earth and water all time here, But me
and all eof wus shert time here en this earth, and Why?
net 1let peer peeple 1like me and my peeple live Right
like meneyed peeple de, frem goneratien te generatiens we
lived by Hunting and fishing, and when we abendened
hunting and fishing,, we started making eur i living
by farming with irrigatiem since the year 1878,

Nete my talking that Law ef Cengress and
cenate reads:

Compensatien sheuld be made te the tribe ef Indians
aleng the Right ef way ( Wapate Preject Ganal):

Ne Water given te mne Indian fer the right ef way free.
Ne Damages paid te ne Indian.

But Reclamatien Indian Service wants mered meney

mere apprepriatiens that their hunger fer mere meney
ise mnet <filled.

Very ©Sincerely yeur boer 1ireind answer me.

. fﬂ,_y; _g /%ﬂ/n/
] ﬁf’

Cerresponding Secretary fer the Indian Gnuncilﬁ.




	3WSUMASC0002_1.jpg
	3WSUMASC0002_2.jpg
	3WSUMASC0002_3.jpg
	3WSUMASC0002_4.jpg
	3WSUMASC0002_5.jpg
	3WSUMASC0002_6.jpg
	3WSUMASC0002_7.jpg

