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-: PAIUTE VISIOU OF THE FIRST ','.'OLF PEOPLE:-

In the winte:r of 1916-17, two Paiute men were cutting VTood i n an 

isolated place on the Duck Val ley Reservation , I de.h.Jand lTevada ; ~:vhen they 

heard human voices singing on a hj_ll not far away. ~ hey ·'listened! The 
. came 

s~nging ~ loud and strong ; swelling on the wintery air. The men s tood 

i n silence a few moments, when one of them said: 

"rie Vli l l go se e what is out there i n this wild place . Tie never 

heard any thing like that out here before·.· 11 

They went t o the hill and saw six men and six women singing and 

dancing. All were dres sed i n old-time . Indi&~ buckskin clothes. The 

Paiutes · stopped, look i ng: on p-ft from a r.- distance. The singers call

ed to them to come II closer. They did so, and a spokesmen amid the 

st range gr oupe said: 
good 

"Ue are glad to se e you ,,..friends. \ie have cane to tell you 

something. Ue were the first people; Animal :People, to be on earth. We 

were were here before you came , and we have returned to warn you of what 

is threatened. The end of the wor~d is drawi ng near , and all may be de
speeding 

stroyed . .A star i s JII1!L; · 'g ti0Wsrdlf£ the moon~ :. ~heir trail s must cros s'~ 

If the star and moon pass without striking ; ~~t~Obtbea~~bBb~~~bi~b~l all 
for a t ime<. · 

wi ll be uell1\ But i f they meet~ if they come togethe:r ; then good bye to 
\ 

~you and to me ~ for the earth will be destroyed . Go tell your people~ 

Tell them to worship every day; to be prepared f or whatever happens . 

If they are not ready , t hey wi ll be lost. rie came to tell you this, and 

~B!B~!ii~'iiiiii!i now we must go. Remember our words . " 

~"l ith this, before the very eyes of t he t wo Paiute s , the danoers 

Who/were fine, handsome looki ng people , ohanged to ~~t as many wolves 
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a nd slir•ped av1ey a.mong- the bushes . They vanished like so r:1an~7 shado\JS 

and uere se en no ~ore. The two pPaiutes halenec1 home to t ell V!ha t they 
" 

ha d seen . ~he~' called t he pe opl e together and spoke: 

"Ue bri11..g t o ~ u a strange r:1e ssae;e; a mes oage brought fror:i the' 

life of the trf Hereafter . \':e have seen the first 1:3 blhll~1Jebp1hb nolf - J(C Oflf: . 

They cane to us dress ed i n the skins of the olden days. 1."!e have heard 

their voices in song; we have seen them in the VJOr ship- da.nce . They have 

spoken to us; sendj_ng these words of warning to all the tribes . 11 

The y then delivered t he me s sage f rom the ~ysterious dancers, as 

spoken . Some of t he people believed .__. and some did not . The belmevers 
& 

assembled and danc ed in worship every day . They praye d that the star 

might not strike the moon ; that the e~rth mi ght not be destroyed . The 

mania was contageous and spread to other reservations·~ Many tribes be-

came affected. The Warm Springs heard of the story , and sent a r unner 

to t he Paiutes ~to learn of its truth. He r eturned confirming the story 

of the riolf-peor;l e and their message of warni ng . hlany of the Harm Spr i ne;s 
dail y 

joined i n theAwor ship , and of i nt ercession to t he Supreme Power . 

~P o the Yakimas , i n t he latt-er part of the winter , came the re-

port of the Paiute revelation , a nd the Pom- poms', or Dreamer el ement , 

along with the older Medicine cult, became ~bued . -~~~~~~,1¥~~,~~!~~ 

~;5~-,3;)~ ~he pr incipal Long- house which had be en closed because of t he 

death of it s l eader, was prematurel~~ OFfiened f or wor :::hi p . ~.:any of t he 

Unnnat illas Vlere caue;ht by t he relie;ious frenz y , swelling the number _of 

votaries. j. I talked v1ith the \farm Springs man u ho brought the mess
had 

/ age to t he Yakimas , a nd who had also met the Ummat i l l a s . Thesa, last,\more 

directly consulted uit~ the Paiutes . The devotees were all greatly 

purturbed , and n ot until t he prescribed tune of transition of the star 

and moon had passed, did the tri besmen return to their wont on tranquil-

. i t y Of l ife'; ¥-denoe in this Paiute :bbl):bbhl)" vision-propbacy , waa 
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bbabb]l'filh~'Q augmented. by t he f oll ov:ing r ather star t ling , though not un-

common phenonnina i n Ind ian phi losophy . 

Soon af t er the r evel ation r eceived by t he t~o Paiutes on the 

l onely 'Pf.~j. hill, a s olitary t rap1;er of t he s ame tribe , \7a s goine t he 

rounds of his ¢ ~ traps . I n one of them he found a tPBII 1 a· 
coyote, with ,; fo ot fast i n the steel j aws . The Paiut e n ith rif l e , 

s t epped t o a more advantageous position f or a shot, v;hen the animal, 

greyish i n color and i n ma:'lr r espect s r esembling the \7olf , spoke : 

"Do not shoot me! do not kill me_. Take t he trap from my fo ot ! 

I have come to tell you s omet hing . n 

But t he I ndio.n wa s afraid to come _cl ose , and th:e coyote con-

tinue d : 

"Do not be afraid ! I will not hurt you . I am here to t a lk to 

you ; to t el l you of what is coming . Remove t he trap , and you will hear 

what you are to hearo" 

The hunt er approached;~~~ removeA the trap , and t he 1~~~~ r e-

l eased a nimal continued : 

"You se e me here ! I am one of the first p eopl e ; f irst on this 

earth . You are t he s econd peopl e . :7e coul d get along vlith t he/ In-

dians , but not the white man. He is killing us of f too f a s t . not 

many of us are nov1 l eft i n t ho :mount a i ns . E"Ven our cousi n , t he coyote , 

t he most cunni ng of a ll, is ro.pidly disappearing along with the other 

animals . Soon t he Coyot e will go crazy . He u i ll b i t e.¢' pe opl e and 

perhap s lcill s ene f ew of ther1. He ·will bit e other animal s and it i s 
of 

going to be bad . ( f ) 
r apidly . 

Thi s i s all b ecause~the whit e man ~ killing us 

too ~· He does n ot hear our cries ; ottr des ire to live where we 

wer e the first ~ List en well t o my words . Go home t o your people ! 

Tell t hem that this wor l d will ~~1 s oon be g one ; not ver y long n ow t o 



( :)aiutes Vision of Firs t Y!olf - peo:pl e ~p ~4-) 

good 

.-,.,') ' ' , !'I· 1 f _...,, 

r emain. Paint one side of your face v1hi te . CleanAyoTcr hous e and be 

r eady for t he end. Tell your peopl e ; but firs t paint your face as 

dir e ct~ d. Do this , or you v1il l lear n to o l at e what v;i l l happen t o 

you . 11 

The coyot e-like an imal then glided away , bhhkih netamor phonine 

i nto a. ·. timber-wolf. ·. . . The trapper saw it disappear into a thicket, 

when he r et ur ned to ca.mp. He told his p eople v1hat he had seen and 

heard, and ~!mediately dropped dead. ~,~~~~¥~,~~,~~~~~'~¥~~~~~¥~%~ 

~~~~;~~~,¥~~¥~~~~~~~-~~~~~though remembering and repeat-

ing all that had be en sa id to him, even to the warning relative to 

painting his face, he had neglected ~~t1,~19~ this precautionary meas-

ureo I5a:ny of the In dians believed his message, While others did not_. 
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( 1 )--Du.ring t he 11inter 1 91 6-l? , the nrabb i es 11 r age d amont;; b oth 

coyotes aJld dogs oval~ sections of the Pacific Slope fr0111 3r i ti si1 Columbia 

to n ort hern California . !lany people wer e set upon by f¢# 11ma d" coyotes , 

a few such cases occuring i n t he Ya ki ma Yalley . In one insta nce , a coy-

ote enter ed a barn and attacked a cow, and the ranchman appearing on the 

scene , t he i nfuria ted an i mal bbbbb fl ew at him.; He succeeded i n pi n-

i ng i t f ast with a p itchfork , qnd his wife coming to his ass i stan ce , he ld 

it while t he he ~~- dispatched it with a club:~was not unco~~on for 

sheep herders to be molested during the grazing s eas on·~ The ~xperienced 
unduly 

camper woul d not t hink of exposing himselfAto a poss ible n i ght raid by 

some cr azed and dangerous prowler·. tJ1J')/)i~"}{ji,S)11)~-,5}1~-, The aff ect i on con-

tinued i n many places over a period of three years. In December 1 91 8 , 

I s pent sever al days i n camp with an Indian t r apper, and noted wi t h 

what care he ni ghtly secur ed the tent do or. Upon i nquiry he r epl i ed : 
to 

"Mad coyote t r ave-ls i n t he dark . Don 't want him/\ come b i t in' me . " 

The f ollowi ng summer, several catt l e d i ed of supposed i nfection. 
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