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or stolen an:; thins , he V! lll know it whe:n he st. arts 0 11 t 1! 0 t:::~~d l 1-c ·i;h • .., 

j'9Xt ~ife • ]e eoee a 6 istu.nce , tra.v e l s for a t i;·~e , hHiJ the(. ~o b· l.M< • 

::e r.mst st ·:l.J there f o::- r"my snows; r ;Aybe fort ~' RJJo;re . It ·~ i[h~ bo lon-

ge:r tine tht:!Yl f orty snows , ancl he is lonel;y a l l the tiMe . Ee seee r1oc -

· a ~ t · t t h t ·1 11 · ..;/...J - • f' ~ t c1 • • • t cas 1ne IOO pr1n s on e · r a1 , a go 1ng +P 01 . eren 1rec~1one ~ o 

"i:¥f.1i. a if~c.!'ent .rVwes . i'here are no euio i ng rock- s-Lgns ; not hj_ng to te ll 

hi~ which wa~ to eo . He is lost~ All this long time , e ll these. long 

snows, he wande r s around . He is lonely; i s feeling baa (1B . He wants to 

see his people, b ut ~e stall s on the way. 

Gradually the hea.rt of this trail-bound spirit - man makes a 

change. He is s orry that he ever gambled, that he ever s tole. He is 

sorry tha t he eve:r ki lled somebod~' . He want s to go somewhere, but cau 

n ot find his wa y . Finally he see s horse tracks. He thinks : 

"\ihe re are T'137 horses? iihe re my best horse ¢"? 11 

,ihen he thinks that , his horse comes to him ; comes flying 

throug h the air . He ge ts on t hat horse, and his horse take s h im fl-Y/# 
to the .rl ace he want s t o go. That pl ace is t he Better Land, where t he 

gooa are living . r.:' he horse returns t o its own S!)irit .lorld. The r.1a.n 

neve r sees tha t horse a gain . That is the way I have heara it tola • 

l~liki t a t- Ya!{ima 
----- -:-.::.s-n1ah- fah- hQJ2..:.. ( 19 20) 

The old belief of my people , Klikitat ar.." Yakima , is t hat , 

after death the spirit rides about this eart·h on a fo r me r favorit e 

horse ; the be s t horse that t he man poaessed in this life. The two 



spirits, man and horse, are never again separated. This is why the 

good horse was killed at the grave of "the dead man·. Sometimes the skin 

was removed and spread on top the stakes set in the ~~~~~1JJ¥~ yah~ 

ya-tosh of the rock-slide. But this was not alway& done. Oftimes the 

horae must be sent after its owner without ~~Y wounds. 

The Spirit Land., or "Happy Hunting Ground;'," is not off some
- I 

where. It is located where the Indian loved to be in this life. This 

country was created for him. The ~fter life is in this same gooa 

oountry, but it is changed to a spirit world. 

trouble. 

water. I 

Spirit World 

B othtila bad t .Animals 

eat • It is there 1 life • 
. . I for yafi-mas, the deer comes to you. You take what you want; aut 

with spirit knife. The deer does not feel any hurt. 1~~ ~ •o 

ae hunting here. The spirit-deer remains sound . . ,. ,. 
passing, J¥ instantly heal~. 
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