
 

A Salish Journey through the Bitterroot Valley 
 

General Context: 

 
This lesson is intended for high school students who are learning about tribal sovereignty.  

This lesson is specifically aligned with several 9th-10th grade Common Core Standards, but 

could easily be adapted to align with the 11th-12th grade standards. This lesson is focused on 

the reading titled “A Salish Journey through the Bitterroot Valley” to help students deepen 

their understanding of the Salish tribal people and their relationship to the reading’s selected 

areas of land. The lesson is intended for a 90 minute class period, but could be broken up into 

two separate smaller class times if needed. 

Objectives: 

Students will... 

● Recognize how the tribal people had a relationship to the Bitterroot Valley and 

surrounding areas 

● Understand the significance of the history of these trails 

 
● Connect the content from the reading to class discussion and class activities 

 
● Work in groups to learn more about selected areas of the Bitterroot Valley and 

surrounding areas 



● Gain a new understanding and respect for the Salish culture and its people 

 
● Actively participate in group discussion and group work 

 
Teacher will… 

 
● Guide students’ understanding of the general reading through group dialogue and 

questions 

● Encourage active participation from students 

 
● Guide students’ group work by keeping them active and focused on the major group task 

 
● Explain unclear messages from the reading 

 
● Indirectly summarize the key concepts from the reading to keep students aware and 

focused on the class work and discussions 

Common Core Standards Approached: 
 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7 

 
Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person's life story in 

both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.A 

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important 

connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, 

tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.B 

 
Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 

knowledge of the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2.D 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/2/d/


Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 
 

 

Methods: 
 

 

● Warm-up table group discussion/activity to highlight interesting and confusing parts 

of the reading 

● Guided class discussion 
 

 

● Guided group work research on the mentioned placenames in the reading 
 

 

● Explanation of significance of group work activity 
 

 

● Explanation of reading homework 
 

 

Materials: 
 

 

● One copy of “A Salish Journey through the Bitterroot Valley” per student 
 

 

● One large paper poster per table group (assuming the class has about 25 students, about 5 

posters should be needed) 

● At least 5 white board markers 

 
● White board 

 
● At least 5 markers for writing on poster boards (whiteboard markers can be used if not 

available) 

● Tablets/laptops with internet access (at least one per table group, so at least 5 total) 

 
○ Students’ smartphones can be an alternative resource as well if they are available 

 
Major Questions of the Day: 

 
These questions should be written on the board before students enter class and should be referred 

to for guiding class conversation and group work. 

How do stories show us more about the tribal way of life? 



How do the placenames demonstrate a relationship to the land?  

Why and how are the mentioned stories and placenames significant? 

Lesson Outline: 

Class Warm-Up (10 minutes) 
 

 

In table groups (should be able 4-5 students per table), students will work together to note 

interesting and/or confusing parts of their reading homework, “A Salish Journey through the 

Bitterroot Valley.” Students should identify whatever stood out to them from the reading (a 

place, a story, the history, etc.) Each table group should write down at least one interesting thing 

and one confusing thing-- or a question-- on the whiteboard. There should be about ten written 

items on the board after each group does this. The purpose of this brief activity is to remind 

students about some key concepts that they read for the previous night’s reading homework, and 

to also spark conversation about what stood out to them. 

Class Discussion (15 minutes) 

 
Based on the students’ responses to the previous open-ended prompts, the teacher should begin a 

dialogue around the comments and questions. In order to accomplish this, the teacher needs to be 

well prepared and knowledgeable about the stories, tribes, locations/placenames, etc. that 



are mentioned in the reading.  

Table Group Poster Activity (35 minutes) 

View video:  http://lc-triballegacy.org/ftp/transcripts/GWhSa2C-placenames.txt 

Then, in the students’ table groups of about five people per group, have each table group select a 

Salish placename in the Bitterroot Valley that was mentioned in the reading (refer to the map on 

page 40). Each table group should get a different placename. Have each table group gather one 

poster board, markers, and a tablet/laptop. The task for each group is to use the internet to 

research 

more about their selected Salish placename, and to display their findings on the poster. The 

students can research general history, the placenames significance to the Salish tribe, tribal 

stories, and more. There are not restrictions for how the poster should be made, and they can 

write and draw to represent their findings. 

Presentation of Poster (20 minutes) 

 
After students finish their research and making of their poster, each group will present their 

findings to the class. Each group should aim to speak for about 4 minutes. Allow other groups to 

ask questions and say comments as desired. 

Reflection of Lesson (10 minutes) 

 
Ask the students the lesson’s main questions as a class (refer to “Major Questions of the Day” 

above). Additionally, as time permits, ask general questions: How did today’s poster activity help 

us learn more about the Salish tribe and the Bitterroot Valley’s land? Why are we learning about 

this? What are you still wondering about? The teacher should focus in on what students seem to 

be most interested in and relate class discussion to that, while also focusing on the major 

http://lc-triballegacy.org/ftp/transcripts/GWhSa2C-placenames.txt


questions. Have students think about their class work and discussions today as they read the next 

section of the reading for homework. 

Evaluation: 

 
Based on the teacher’s grading scale, students should earn a given amount of participation points 

for the day for participating in the table group discussions, class discussions, the table group 

activity, and the presentations. Effort and thoughtfulness of presentations and responses should 

be accounted for. 

Homework: 

 
Students should read the next section of the reading for homework. 


