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Huckleberry . Ted Strong appointed Yakama Chief Judge 
fields benefit ~ ByDARLAC.LESLIEand 

from flames 
Joint effort of the Forest 
Service, Yakama Tribe aimed 
at restoring productivity 
in Gifford Pinchot through. 
controlled bums 
By KATHIE DURBIN 
Columbian Staff Reporter 

i RONNIE WASHINES 
! Yakama Nation Review 

TOPPENlSH - The Yakama Tribal 
: Council Oct. 5 appointed and swore 
: in Ted Strong as the chief judge of 
! the Yakama Tribal Court. 
. Strong, 64, was administered his 
: oath of office by Yakama Agency 
: Bureau of Indian Affairs Acting Su
: perintendent Jewel Pretty Weasel. 
I "I swear to uphold the treaty of 
: 1855 and the law and regulations of 
I the Yakama Nation and uphold the 
! sovereignty of the Yakama Nation," 
: swore Strong before tribal council, 
I Yakama General Council and guests 
: in attendance. 
. Strong moves from his appoint-

SAWTOOTH HUCKLEBERRY FIELDS - On a: ment as an associate Yakama Tribal 
blue-sky late September afternoon high in the Gifford ; Court judge and he said Oct. 5 he 
Pinchot National Forest, firefighters from the Forest Ser- ! used the time to get working experi
vice and the Yakama Tribe waited, drip torches in hand, I ence in the court. 
for the slate to give the go-ahead so they could set the : "It's been a challenging three 
woods on fire. : months since my initial appoint-

When the green light came, they marched into a : ment. Its no secret that I haven't pre
thinned mixed-conifer stand bordering the road, spaced : sided over a court case before and I 
themselves along the boundaries of a 20-acre plot, and ! could not have done so with out Pa
began igniting huckleberry bushes and low-lying shrubs : tricia Zack and Lorintha Umtuch," 
and grasses. Flames skip.p~d .ll.CtO~~e i,o;:e~t floo1:~d, j he said. 
laddered into the crown of a tall subalpine fir. Smoke \ Zack is the Yakama Children's 
billowed into the clear sky. The hiss and pop of burning ~ Court judge, while Umtuch is an as-
needles filled the air. I sociate judge. 

The burn was over in a few minutes, the shrubs and j Strong also said the tribal court ad-
bushes charred, the smoke quickly dispersing. j ministrator and clerks have provided 

The next day crews burned another 70 acres. As they : "exceptional support." 
finished up, the fall rains arrived; dampening chances I A recent Bureau of Indian Affairs 
they'll complete the project this year. ! evaluation reported the Yakama 

For the staff of the forest's Mount Adams Ranger ! Tribal Court last year, had 7,077 
District, the prescribed bum on September 23 and 24 : cases or hearings. 
was a first, and the culmination of four years of planning. : "That averages out to 30 cases a 

For fire crews from the Yakama Tribe, it was a famil- \ day and every morning, they [sup
iar practice. For many generations, the t1ibc has burned j port staff] are out they putting things 
these forests regularly to open the canopy and assure a ! together and preparing us to start 
bountiful huckleberry harvest. : every day," Strong said. "They work 

~etired Forest Service archeologist Cheryl Mack ! very hard and when you look at all 
consulted with Yakama tribal elders in the early stages j them cases, they are somewhat prob
of designing the project. On Sept. 23, she came to watch ~ lematic, but that is not a bad record. 
the bum. : But it can be better and I know we 

: will improve." 
(See HUCKLEBERRY on PAGE 2) The Yakama Tribal Council's Fish, 

Wildlife and Law and Order Com
mittee presented Strong as their 
choice last Sept. 23. 

"This Committee has reviewed and 
recommend and accept to appoint 
Theodore Strong as the Chief Judge 
for the Yakama Tribal Courts for a 
four-year term," stated Committee 
Action 629-2011 signed by FWLO 
Committee Sec. Richard George. 

Sam Jim Sr. and Gerald Lewis vot
ed to approve the committee action. 
The action document states commit
tee chairman, Virgil Lewis Sr. was 
"Absent" during the vote. 

The full tribal council followed 
up with a resolution authorizing 
Strong's appointment, which will 
run to October 2015. 

The resolution stipulated that 
Strong will be "an appointee of the 
Tribal Council" and is not consid
ered to be a regular tribal employee. 

A five-member panel interviewed 
four finalist candidates for the post. 

"The interview panel recognized 
Judge Strong's integrity, dignity, and 
respect on the bench and his lifelong 
devotion to the protection and pres
ervation of Yakama treaty rights," 
wrote Yakama Justice Service Depu
ty Director Tamara Saluskin Sept. 26 
in recommending Strong's appoint
ment. "He does not have a law de
gree, but the panel observed that his 
decision-making and court orders 

(See STRONG on PAGE 2) 

ABOVE: Ted 
Strong talk
ing Oct. 5 in 
the Yakama 

Tribal Council 
chambers, 

with council-
men, from 

left, Warren 
Spencer Jr., 
Sam Jim Sr. 
and Richard 

George and (at 
right) signing 
appointment 

documents to 
become the 

Yakama Chief 
Judge. 
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Native American honored for 
affordable housing achievements 

Panel seeks to reduce threat of sea lions to fish 
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TOPPENISH - The Washington 
State Housing Finance Commission 
Sept. 29 presented a 2011 Friend of 
Housing Award to Elena Bassett at 
the Davenport Hotel in Spokane dur
ing the annual Housing Washington 
conference. 

"Elena casts her safety net far and 
wide to bring affordable housing to 
tribal communities in Colville and 
beyond," said Washington State 
Housing Finance Commission Ex
ecutive Director Kim Herman. "Ac
cording to her colleagues, she is a 
tough negotiator and will settle for 
nothing less than excellence in se
curing support for affordable hous
ing." 

Kim added that Bassett is in
novative in packaging financing 
mechanisms for affordable housing 
in Indian Country and encourages 
greater self-sufficiency among tribal 
members - a complicated process, 
compounded by the great distance 
most reservations are from cities and 
industrial centers, plus local labor, 
materials and supplies are difficult 

(See ACHIEVEMENTS on PAGE 2) 

PHOTO: Washington State 
Housing Finance Commission
er Mario Villanueva presents a 
Friend of Housing award to Ele
na Bassett Sept. 29 in Spokane. 

By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Wildlife 
officials have tried shooting them 
with rubber bullets, chasing them 
with boats and scaring them with 
flares. Nothing has worked for long. 
Now federal lawmakers are consid
ering making it easier for states and 
tribes to kill some of the California 
sea lions that feast on endangered 
and threatened salmon in the Colum
bia River. 

The population of California sea 
lions has steadily grown over the 
past three decades and now numbers 
nearly 250,000. About 75 of them 
make their way nearly 140 miles up 
the Columbia River to feed on smelt 
and salmon. They congregate near 
the Bonneville Dam on the border 
of Washington and Oregon where 
fish gather and pass through a series 
ofladders on their way to spawning 
grounds. 

A House committee Oct. 5 passed 
legislation by a vote of 29-13 that 
would speed up the application pro
cess that states and Indian tribes un
dertake when obtaining a permit to 
kill sea lions. Under the legislation, a 
single permit would allow applicants 
to up to 10 sea lions in a single year. 

Supporters of the legislation said 
at an earlier hearing that the sea lions 
are not indigenous to that portion of 

the Columbia River. The sea lions 
have adapted to the easy supply of 
food at the dam and are removing a 
precious resource that state and fed
eral governments have spent billions 
of dollars to protect. 

California sea lions ate about 
5,000 salmon last year at the dam, 
which represents about 1.4 percent 
of the salmon run. Officials said that 
dam construction, the introduction 
of non-native fish and other factors 
such as the protection of the sea li
ons has contributed to the decline of 

the salmon and steelhead population. 
"Man's involvement has tilted the 

scales away from the salmon and we 
must intervene to help balance the 
impact," said Virgil Lewis, a mem
ber of the Yakama Nation, in testify
ing last June for passage of the bill. 

Critics say that the sea lions are 
among the least of the problems fac
ing fish in the Columbia River and 
that killing them would do little to 
benefit overall salmon numbers. 

(See THREAT on PAGE 3) 

Tribe authorizes per capita 
garnishment for child support 
By EDWARD SIFUENTES 
North County Times 

ESCONDIDO, Calif. - A Wildomar, Calif. mother who has been fighting 
to collect child support from her children's father, a member of the wealthy 
Viejas Band of Mission Indians in Alpine, has finally succeeded. 

Christina Brown, who is not a tribal member, had taken her ex-husband, 
Sonnie Brown, to court to force him to pay child support and won. But the 
courts were powerless to collect thousands of dollars in late payments be
cause the state can't garnishee the money that tribal members receive from 
casino profits. 

Brown's ex-husband was not immediately available for comment. 
Courts can sentence tribal members to jail for failing to pay, but they 

can't touch the money due to tribal sovereignty. 

(See GARNISH on PAGE 3) 
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STRONG/ Panel cites need for court changes 
(Continued from PAGE 1) 

reflect the wisdom needed to assist in achieving the court competency that 
the Tribal Council is seeking." 

Strong, a Yakama tribal member, told the people witnessing his Oct. 5 
oath ceremony he would continue the effort. 

'They [interview panel] wanted someone to represent personal integrity, 
leadership and be able to build a good relationship with the tribal council and 
general cow1cil," he said. "And I will work hard everyday to do that." 

Strong's resume includes owning a consulting business, being executive 
director of the Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission in Portland, 
Ore., and being a comptroller for the Yakama Nation fi-om 1975 to 1985. 

He also served a 7-year appointment by President William Clinton to 
the President's Council on Sustainable Development; a 4-year appointment 

by the Washington Secretary of State to the Pacific Salmon Commission; 
and serving 3 years on the Grand Canyon Visibility Transport Commission 
through the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administration. 

Strong has served on the University of Wyoming IENR Board for 8 
years, the American Rivers Board for 6 years, the Earth Conservation Corp. 
for 2 years, and the Heritage University Board for 7 years. 

He and his wife Alta, live in Grandview, Wash. and have three children -
Kim Gonzales, Theodora Strong and Harley Guy. 

Strong is the son of the late James Strong and the late Margaret Strong. 
His paternal grandparents are Jasper Strong and Attomany Howard; and his 
maternal grandparents are Thomas Nelson and Cecelia Umtuch. 

He graduated from Granger (Wash.) High School and a Draughons Busi
ness College. 

HUCKLEBERRY/ Fires require balancing values 
(Continued from PAGE 1) 

"The entire Sawtooth is a tradi
tional cultural property," she said. 
"What we want to do with huckle
berry restoration is what the Native 
Americans did. When they were the 
sole residents of the area, they used 
fire to maintain these fields. Huckle
berries are considered a sacred food 
to the Yakama." 

"I think the tribes were very oppor
tunistic," said fire crew leader Gail 
Bouchard. "When there were dry 
conditions, they would set fires and 
just let them burn." 

The Yakama still bum their land 
- typically 5,000 to 6,000 acres an
nually near Mt. Adams in spring and 
fall, said Jack Hagerty, fuels man
agement leader for the tribe. The late 
September burn was a promising 
start for the Forest Service, he said. 

"l think I'd like to see a little more 
of it," he said. "It would help out not 
only with the berries but with forest 
health." 

The Yakama have a stake in the 
productivity of the huckleberry 
fields located on national forest land. 
Under a 1932 handshake agreement 

between a Yakama chief and a For
est Service supervisor, tribal mem
bers have exclusive use of part of the 
high-elevation Sawtooth fields. 

The Forest Service hopes to burn 
another 65 acres in October to com
plete the project. 
"If we have a sustained dry period 

of l O days, we may attempt to go in 
there this year," Bouchard said. "lf 
not, where the remaining bum is to 
occur, there is sufficient slash that 
we would be able to bum it next 
year." 

Though the stand was pre-thinned 
and slash was piled up around the 
trees to provide more fuel, it was 
still a low-intensity bum. For the 
most part, "we only burned needles 
and twigs," Bouchard said. "Where 
there were sufficient red needles, the 
berries burned." 

The Yakama use such "jackpot 
burns," Hagerty said, but they also 
burn slash and ignite complete un
derburns, which result in a higher 
rate of combustion. 

Preserving a culturally important 
wild food is one of the project's 
goals. But wild huckleberries are a 
cash crop for the Gifford Pinchot 

National Fore st as wel I. Sale of com
mercial permits for the juicy, sweet
tart berries brought in $41,000 in 
20 I 0. People are allowed to harvest 
up to three gallons annually for per
sonal use at no charge. 

The exclusion of fire from national 
forests over the past century has al
lowed the forests to encroach on the 
popular huckleberry fields. 

"We think the last time the Native 
Americans built a fire in this area 
was in 1905," Mack said. "Since 
1910, fire has been kept out of this 
area purposely by the Forest Service. 
Since that time, the forests have 
grown up. Trees have shaded out the 
huckleberries. " 

"Huckleberries like light," said 
Forest Service silviculturist Jon Na
kae. "Competition from trees over 
time reduces the plants' ability to 
fruit." 

Balancing act 
Deliberately setting fires on public 

land requires balancing many val
ues. 

Huckleberry bushes sprout from 
underground rhizomes, so it's im
portant to protect the soil from in-

ACHIEVEMENT/ Bassett lauded for 
solving numerous housing problems 
(Continued from PAGE 1) 

to find and more expensive. 
Bassett is the executive director 

of the Colville Indian Housing Au
thority (CIHA) and a Yakama tribal 
member. She is the vice chair of the 
Northwest Indian Housing Associa
tion and sits on the housing commit
tee for the Affiliated Tribes ofNorth
west Indians. 

She is also a voting member on the 
National American Indian Housing 
Council, a non-profit organization 
representing 463 tribes and housing 
organizations and advocates on be
half of American Indian affordable 
housing interests. 

According to colleagues, Bassett is 
a tireless advocate for tribal members 
and has become a knowledgeable 
resource of financing mechanisms, 

such as the Low Income Housing 
Tax Credit program, which has been 
used to improve the lives of tribal 
members across the state and region. 
She has organized conferences and 
seminars to educate her fellow tribal 
members on the variety of affordable 
housing options available. 

Bassett has created 45 tax credit 
units in two projects, in addition to 
rehabilitating and maintaining the 
other rental and homeownership 
units managed by CIHA. 

Bassett's expertise and dedication 
have also been recognized by HUD, 
Key Bank, and Washington Mutual 
Bank. 

The Colville Reservation covers 
over 1.4 million acres, north and 
west of Spokane and, while hous
ing is essential for tribal members, 
a critical need for housing for pro-
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PO~ER: 
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-to PREVENT 

diabetes! 
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fessionals who do not want a daily 
commute from Spokane was also 
evident. 

Bassett, along with her tribal coun
cil and housing board, saw this need 
and combined funding from the 
American Recovery and Reinvest
ment Act, the Low Income Hous
ing Tax Credit Program, the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Affordable Hous
ing Program, and CIHA's annual 
allocation of NAHASDA funding 
to build 27 homes in the lnchelium 
Community. 

The homes will be energy efficient 
and include passive solar heating; 
Energy Star construction certifica
tion and appliances; and water-con
serving fixtures. 

HUD has recognized that the proj
ect " ... is on the cutting edge of many 
of the initiatives and priorities of 
HUD." 

Three of the homes are available 
for doctors or nurses to live near 
their work at the Roosevelt Commu
nity Health Center, thus avoiding a 
lengthy commute. 

Another four homes are avail
able for purchase by tribal members 
through HUD's Section 184 Indian 
Loan Guarantee Program. 

The remaining 20 homes are avail
able for rent by low- and moderate
income tribal members who will 
have the option to purchase the 
homes after 15 years. 

. -
am-10pm 
Sunday 
am-9pm 

I 

tense heat. Air quality is a major 
concern because the Sawtooth fields 
lie about 12 miles from Mt. Adams 
and an equal distance from Mount 
St. Helens. Both are Class 1 airsheds 
and are protected under the federal 
Clean Air Act. 

The state is in charge of smoke 
management and sets rules about 
when prescribed burns can occur. 
Project leaders found out shortly be
fore the Sept. 23 burn start time that 
the state strictly limits prescribed 
bums fi-om Friday through Sunday 
between June 15 and Oct. 1, to avoid 
conflicts with hikers and campers. 
The burn would be limited to 20 
acres. 

The frustration was obvious. "It's 
really difficult for us to find the· right 
conditions to burn," Nakae said. 
"This makes it even more difficult." 

In the project's early planning 
stages, the Gifford Pinchot Task 
Force, a Portland-based environ
mental group, worried that the For
est Service would cut too many large 
old trees in its pre-thinning opera
tions and asked that one old-growth 
unit be deleted from the project. 

Several large trees were retained in 
the thinning, Bouchard said. But she 
pointed out that the goal is to open 
the berry fields to more light. 

"The bigger ones were not cut," 
she said. "Some will burn. We were 
trying to retain a 15 percent canopy 
cover. We would have liked to have 
taken more of the canopy out." 

Though the Forest Service might 
not burn the approximately 160 acres 
this year, "I think we'll learn a lot 
from what we did achieve," Boucha
rd said. "If we had not burned that 
lighter a rea, we would not be able to 
get to it next year. There would not 
be enough fine fuel left" after a wet 
winter, she said. 

How soon will lhe Forest Service 
be able to gauge the success of the 
project? Predictions vary. 

"We'll know next year," Bouchard 
said. "We should see evidence of 
new sprouting next year on every 
plant affected. As for berry produc
tion, no one really knows." 

Just across the road, the Forest Ser
vice did a trial burn in 2009. "We've 
seen no new berries yet," she said. 

"Usually, you'll start seeing some 
(increased huckleberry productivity) 
in the second year," Hagerty said. 
"The biggest majority is in three to 
four years." 

Because huckleberries regenerate 
from underground, "when the tops 
burn off, the plants will respond," 
Nakae said. "It will take at least five 
years before the bush starts produc
ing huckleberries again. The hope is 
that the p lants will be more vigor
ous." 

lnformationfrom, The Columbian, 
www.columbian.com 

KL 
2 plead guilty to pictograph vandalism 

LEWISTON, Idaho (AP) - Two of three men charged with spray paint
ing marijuana-themed words and marijuana leaves on tribal pictographs 
near a western Idaho state park have pleaded guilty. 

The Lewiston Tribune reports (http://bit.ly/rp8UM2 ) Jerad Bovencamp 
and Tyler J. Carlson pleaded guilty Oct. 3 to wil1ful injury or depredation of 
property on the rock face at the Red Elk Rock Shelter near Hells Gate State 
Park believed to be between 200 and 2,500 years old. 

U.S. District Judge Edward J. Lodge scheduled sentencing for Jan. 3. 
A third man, Freddie M. Bernal, pleaded not guilty to the depredation 

charge and to providing a false statement to investigators. 

Information from: Lewiston Tribune, http://www.lmtribune.com 

University system wins $20M grant 
HELENA, Mont. (AP) - Student-athletes at Montana and Montana 

State might be football rivals, but the universities are going to combine ef
forts to strengthen the state's science and engineering workforce. 

The Montana university system has been awarded a five-year, $20 mil
lion grant from the National Science Foundation that will allow the hiring 
of at least 12 new tenure-track faculty members across the state in sciences, 
engineering and social sciences. The money also will support student re
search, set up a math-mentoring program for Native American students and 
help resource-based companies in Montana. 

Mark Young, a top Montana State University scientist, said the research 
would center on Montana's environment, including climate change and wa
ter use. 

Gov. Brian Schweitzer says his office helped secure $3.5 million in 
matching funds for the grant. 

Woman takes oath as Choctaws' chief 
PHILADELPHrA, Miss. (AP) - Phyliss Anderson has been officially 

sworn in as the first female chief of the Mississippi Band of Choctaws. 
The event took place Oct. 4 at the Tribal Council Hall at the reservation 

in Neshoba County. 
In last month's election, Anderson received 2,139 votes to 1,602 for 

outgoing chief Beasley Denson and 76 for Shirley Berg. 
Anderson had won an earlier runoff against Denson, but it was thrown 

out because of alleged voting irregularities in the l 0-candidate primary. 

Navajo president before legislature 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) - Navajo Nation President Ben Shelley is em

phasizing the importance of public lands in southeastern Utah in a speech 
to state lawmakers. 

Shelley is spoke Oct. 4 to legislators about a new book that highlights 
the cultural significance of the land in San Juan County. 

Shelley is supporting the conservation of lands in the region that have 
been used by the Navajo for centuries for ceremonial practices, cultural 
gatherings and subsistence. 

The new book, titled Dine (dih-NEH') Bikeyah (bih-KAY'-yah), in
cludes pictures of the area and quotes from Navajo people about their per
sonal connections to the land. 

The book also highlights others that have lived in the area, including the 
Ute, Paiute and Hopi tribes. 

Online: http://www.utahdinebikeyah.org 

Nevada Gov. appoints tourism director 
CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) - Nevada Gov. Brian Sandoval has named a 

Texas executive as his new d irector of tourism and cultural affairs. 
Sandoval announced Oct. 3 that Claudia Vecchio would serve as the 

first director of the state's new Department of Tourism and Cultural Af
fairs. She will oversee the Nevada Commission on Tourism, the Division 
ofM1.1sewns and History, the Nevada Arts Council, and the Nevada Indian 
Commission. 

Vecchio serves as president of a Dallas-based tourism and economic 
development-marketing firm. She has also worked as the state tourism di
rector in Ohio. 

She received her bachelor of arts in organizational communications 
from Brigham Young University in Utah. 

Vecchio starts her new job in Nevada on Nov. 14. 

Woman sentenced Jor reservation meth 
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) - A 36-year-old North Dakota woman who 

earlier pleaded guilty to selling five bags of methamphetamine in a church 
parking lot bas been sentenced to four months at a recovery center. 

U.S. District Court Judge Ralph Erickson also sentenced Kenzie McK
ay, of Fort Totten, to four months of home electronic monitoring and three 
years of supervised release. 

McKay pleaded guilty to a charge of distributing a controlled substance 
in July. 

Prosecutors say McKay sold .60 grams of methamphetarnine in a Spirit 
Lake Indian Reservation church parking lot in January 20 l 0. 

Man pleads guilty to assaulting officer 
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) - A 22-year-old South Dakota man bas 

pleaded guilty to assaulting a federal officer. 
Tory Ray Kirkje, of Ft. Thompson, faces eight years in prison when he 

is sentenced Dec. 19. 
Prosecutors say Kirkie struck an officer from the Bureau of Indian Af

fairs in July after the officer tried to arrest him on a warrant for a supervised 
release violation. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs and Crow Creek Agency investigated the in
cident. 

Man jailed pending trial in death 
PHOENIX (AP)-A Kaibeto (KY'-bih-toh) man charged with killing a 

Navajo Nation police sergeant will remain in custody while he awaits trial. 
A federal judge ruled this week that Victor Bigman is a flight risk and a 

danger to the community. 
He has pleaded not guilty to charges of first-degree murder and dis

charging a firearm in a violent crime. The charges stem from a late June 
shootout with tribal police Sgt. Darrell Curley. 

Prosecutors allege that Bigman shot Curley four times as he tried to ar
rest his sons, killing him. Curley returned fire, wounding Bigman. 

Curley and another officer had responded to a report of Bigman's sons 
fighting and drinking at his home. 

Bigman's trial is set to begin Jan. 10 in Prescott. 
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EREMONIA~ Opposition growing to Spokane .Tribe casino plan 
ALENDER 

By TOM SOWA 
The Spokesman-Review 

NOVEMBER 
SPOKANE, Wash. - Eighteen 

November 5: Chemawa Veterans' Powwow; 3700 Chemawa Road NE;· government and business leaders 
Salem, Oregon. Cal1 Karen Serna, (503) 399-5721, extension 225 or lnter- 'f have t~en, a stand agains.t th~ Sp~
net e-mail karen.sema@bie.edu ( kane Tnbe s proposed casmo m Air-

;; way Heights, according to letters 

November (date to be announced): Restoration Powwow; Lincoln 1 sent to the federal Bureau of Indian 
City, Oregon. Call Mona Fisher, (541) 444-8230 or Intern.et e-mail her at% Affairs. 
monaf@ctsi.nsn.us The Web site is ctsi.nsn.us The letters were released Oct. 7 

ft by a coalition of business and com• 

November 11-13: 46th annual Veterans Day Celebration and Powwow; r/r; munity members rallying against the 
Toppenish Creek Longhouse; Mission Road; White Swan, Wash. Nov. 5: casino, as the BIA considers the ca
Memorial ceremonies, 9 a.m. in the Toppenish Creek Longhouse. Nov. 11: sino plan. 
Grand entry, 7 p.m.; Nov. 12: grand entries, I p.m. and 7 p.m.; Nov. 13: Irv ~eim, who_helped ~tart the 
Veterans' dinner at noon; grand entry, 3 p.m. Specials TBA. Contact George j group Citizens Agamst Casmo Ex
Lee, (509) 985-7491; Maryanne Bassett (509) 949-8689; or Miriah Wak i, pansion, said he asked the BIA about 
Wak, (509) 949-8414. The celebration and powwow committees not re-~; two months ago for copies ofall let
sponsible for thefts or short-funded travelers. ters for and against the proposed ca-

NOTICE; Powwow organizations have your powwow published at no 
charge by providing all information and contact telephone numbers to the 
Yakama Nation Review by mail at P.O. Box 310; Toppenish, WA 98948-
0310; FAX at (509) 865-2794; or e-mail ynreview@yakama.com. Call the 
YNR at (509) 865-5121, Ext. 4717 for deadline and publication dates. The 
YNR reserves the right to edit material. 

GARNISH/ State wants 
gaming compacts to 
include collection pacts 

(Continued from PAGE 1) 

Brown's story brought statewide, 
public attention to the problem last 
year. 

Last month, Brown finally received 
a $747 check in the mail after the 

problem to their attention. 
Schmit said she was happy the 

tribe was acting responsibly by sid
ing with Brown's children. 

"Tribal children deserve a happy, 
healthy childhood," Schmit said. 
"Children should never be treated 
as pawns caught up in the middle of 
marital disputes or the lack of tribal 
governments' willingness to address 
this issue." 

sino. Zakheim is founder and owner 
of Zak Designs in Airway Heights. 

"I was surprised to find not one let
ter of support" for the tribe's propos
al, Zakheim said. He and others from 
the coalition released the 12 letters 
that included signatures from nearly 
20 state and local officials. 

More letters in support of or op
posing the casino may have been 
submitted since he made the request, 
Zakheim said. 

Efforts to reach the Spokane Tribe 
for comment today were not suc
cessful. 

Those opposing the casino in
clude State Sen. Majority Leader 
Lisa Brown, Secretary of State Sam 
Reed, State Auditor Brian Sonntag, 
all three Pend Oreille County com
missioners, Cheney Mayor Tom 
Trulove and State Sen. Michael 
Baumgartner. 

A !so signing a letter against the 
casino is former Washington Gov. 
Mike Lowry. The issues raised in
clude negative impacts on the West 
Plains communities, encroachment 
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An artist's rendering of the proposed Spokane Tribe's casino and retail development west of Air
way Heights. 

on expansion of Fairchild Air Force 
Base, and concerns that the new ca
sino would open the door to future 
gaming expansion. 

The BIA has been reviewing the 
Spokane Tribe's request to operate 
a casino on 145 acres it acquired 
on the edge of Airway Heights. The 
tribe said the facility is needed to 
provide new jobs and will increase 
economic activity both for the tribe 
and the region. 

The Kalispel Tribe in 2000 built a 
casino in Airway Heights on land it 
bought and designated as tribal prop
erty. Th~ tribe's ancestral reservation 
is near Usk, about 50 miles north of 
Airway Heights. 

Zakheim said he wished he had 

also taken a public stance against the 
Kalispel casino when it was under 
review. 

"I have a good relationship with 
the Kalispels n~w," Zakheirn said. 
"There's nothing I can do now 
(about their Airway Heights casino), 
but I'm opposing this one because l 
don't want to keep quiet again." 

If the BIA approved the Spokane 
Tribe casino, it would mark a rare 
instance of allowing a gambling fa
cility on non-reservation land. The 
BIA is preparing to release an envi
ronmental impact statement on the 
proposal. That would trigger a 45-
day period for additional comment. 

Patrick Rushing, mayor of Airway 
Heights, said he was "extremely dis-

appointed" at the negative positions 
taken by area leaders. Rushing and 
Airway Heights' city council have 
taken favorable positions toward the 
Spokane Tribe project. 

"That members of our government 
would oppose a jobs creation pack
age, that doesn't cost them a penny, 
tells me what direction our country 
is going," Rushing said. Rushing 
added the BIA should have received 
a letter of support for the Spokane 
Tribe sent by the Airway Heights 
city council. 

Even if the B[A approves the Spo
kanes' casino, the tribe would still 
need to negotiate a compact with the 
governor's office before being al
lowed to operate. 

Viejas tribal council reviewed a peti
tion she submitted and agreed to vol
untarily garnishee her ex-husband's 
monthly casino stipends - known as 
"per capita" payments - which total 
about $240,000 a year. 

The amount Brown receives in the 
future is likely to increase to about 

Schmit has argued that tribes who 
negotiate with the state for new gam
bling agreements should agree to al
low the state to collect child support 
payments from tribal members who 
ignore court orders. 

FBI: Suspect in triple slaying in Montana arrested 
' "$4,000 a month, she said. 'the small

er amount last month was due to a 
mistake in the paperwork, Brown 
said. 

Brown, 39, said she was thankful 
for the tribe's decision. 

"They made a huge difference in 
my kids' lives," she said. 

Brown, who filed for divorce in 
2007, has been Jiving in her mother's 
house and has used food stamps and 
welfare checks to survive. She had 
three children with her ex-husband 
who range in age from 7 to 17. Now, 
Brown says, she will be able to buy 
her children proper clothes, school 
supplies and food, and even treat 
them to family outings. 

Robert Scheid, a spokesman for 
Viejas, said the tribal council passed 
a resolution in June that allows them 
to honor child-support orders on a 
case-by-case basis. 

"They are committed to doing what 
is right for the children and retaining 
tribal sovereignty," Scheid said. 

Cheryl Schmit, director of the 
gambling watchdog group Stand 
Up for California, has championed 
the cause of women in similar situa
tions. She has written letters to state 
and federal officials to bring the 

A few of the 60-plus gambling 
agreements allow tribes to withhold 
pay from casino workers who are not 
tribal members and who owe child 
support; however, none of them has 
language agreeing to withhold pay
ments from tribal members. 

With her battle to collect child sup
port behind her, Brown said she still 
has a long way to go to rebuild her 
life. She said she lost everything in 
her bitter separation from her for
mer husband, including her home, 
clothes and other belongings. 

Brown said tribes have a right to 
look after tribal members' interests, 
but they also should look after the 
well being of their children. 

"For a person to eat steak, while 
their children eat Top Ramen, and 
not think about them, that's what 
made me angry and that's what made 
me fight," Brown said. 

Contact staff writer Edward Sifuen
tes at 760-740-3511 

Information from, North County 
Times, http://www.nctimes.com 
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By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 

LODGE GRASS, Mont. - A 
22-year-old man suspected of kill
ing his elderly grandmother and two 
others on Montana's Crow Reserva
tion was arrested the night of Oct. 5 
in Washington State after a daylong 
search, the FBI said. 

Sheldon Bernard Chase was ar
rested without incident in Spokane, 
Wash. He is suspected of using a 
rifle around noon Oct. 4 to kill his 
grandmother, Gloria Sarah Goes 
Ahead Cummins, 80; his cousin, 
21-year-old Levon Driftwood; and 
her boyfriend, 20-year-old Rueben 
Jefferson. 

The arrest follows a manhunt that 
stretched from the rugged Crow 
countryside across much of the 
northern U.S. Schools on reserva
tions in southeastern Montana and 
western North Dakota were closed 
and residents stayed indoors for 
safety during the search. 

Eric Barnhart, FBI supervisor in 
Billings, told The Associated Press 
that investigators are still trying to 
piece together what led to the shoot
ing. 

"At this point, we still don't 
know," he said. "With some history 
of mental illness, that's an X factor." 

The shootings happened at Cum
mins' home about 10 miles outside 
Lodge Grass, a town of 500 people 
near the Wyoming border. Chase 
lives with his uncle in a mobile 
home about 100 feet from the mod
est log house, city clerk Cody Not 
Afraid said. 

On Oct. 5, police tape stretched 
across Cummins' property, and Bu
reau of Indian Affairs law enforce
ment officers kept onlookers from 
approaching. 

It was unclear what led to the 
shootings or how Chase was iden
tified as a suspect. Earlier Oct. 5, 
Barnhart said authorities considered 
Chase to be armed and extremely 
dangerous. 

People in Lodge Grass described 
the victims and the suspect as com
ing from a prominent, well-respect
ed family in the community. Chase 
moved there about a year ago from 
North Dakota, where he had grown 
up, and was attending Little Big
horn College about 20 miles away 
in Crow Agency, said Rev. Jim An
toine, the priest at Our Lady of Lo
retto Catholic Church. 

Antoine said he baptized Chase as 
a child, and Chase and his two broth
ers frequently traveled with their 
mother from North Dakota to visit 
her family. Since moving to Lodge 
Grass, Chase went to Mass several 
times a week, sometimes with fam
ily members but often alone after his 
classes were done, Antoine said. 

Antoine described Chase as a 
"beautiful and good person," but 
said Chase had witnessed a traumat
ic event when he was a teenager that 
affected him mentally and which he 
still carries around with him. An
toine declined to say what Chase had 
witnessed. 

"I know Sheldon had problems 
dealing with this. It haunted him, 
but he wouldn't talk about it. He was 
affected emotionally by that experi
ence," Antoine said. 

Despite that, Antoine said the 
shootings did not strike him as "nor
mal behavior" for Chase and prayed 
for him to be found without harm 
coming to him. 

Dennis Bravo, the maintenance 
man at the church, saw Chase at 
Mass two or three times a week, but 

said "there was something strange" 
about him. 

"Looks like a nice kid from a dis
tance, but when you see him face-to
face, well, my wife says he spooked 
her," Bravo said 

He described an incident after one 
Mass in which he said he saw an an
gry Chase yelling at a young child, 
possibly for riding a bicycle around 
the church. 

Lodge Grass residents described 
Cummins as the matriarch of an 
extended clan on the reservation, a 
devout Catholic who was also very 
knowledgeable about Crow tradi
tions. 

"lfsomeone wanted to know about 
the Crow way of life, we'd send 
them to her. She had a great knowl
edge about the Catholic way of life 
and the Crow way of life," Antoine 
said. 

Crow took in Driftwood and Drift
wood's sister as teenagers after 
their mother died, taking care of the 
girls until she had a stroke several 
years ago that made it difficult to 
get around, Antoine said. Then, the 
girls stayed on and took care of their 

grandmother, with Driftwood's boy
friend Jefferson living with them. 

Driftwood and Jefferson have two 
children, ages 2 and 3, Antoine said. 

Schools were closed Oct. 5, and 
some Lodge Grass residents said 
earlier in the day that they were 
frightened to leave their homes as 
long as the suspect remained at 
large. Schools were also closed as a 
precaution in the Mandaree area on 
North Dakota's Fort Berthold Reser
vation, where Chase has family. 

Crow tribal secretary Scott Russell 
warned against speculation on what 
sparked the shooting until all the 
facts are known. He said he could 
not recall a tragedy of such magni
tude among the close-knit tribe. 

"This is pretty devastating to the 
community and the Crow Nation," 
he said. "We are all in shock." 

Associated Press writers James 
MacPherson in Bismarck, N.D., and 
Thomas Peiper! in Denver contrib
uted to this report. 

THREAT/ Almost unanimous agreement on bill 

(Continued from PAGE 1) 

They say another sea lion will even
tually come along to replace the one 
that was killed. Rep. Ed Markey, the 
ranking Democrat on the committee, 
offered an amendment that would re
name the bill the "Shoot Sea Lion_s 
for Eating Fish Act." He subsequent
ly withdrew it. 

The Humane Society of the United 
States has filed lawsuits to protect 
the sea lions from previous efforts to 
lethally remove them. The organiza
tion said that killing sea lions merely 
distract from the key reasons that 
salmon populations have declined, 
such as the increase of harvest quo
tas and the introduction of bass and 
Walleye. 

"This bill would have us shoot sea 
lions simply for being hungry," Mar
key said. "What crimes have sea li
ons actually committed here? 

The legislation has support from 
Republican and Democratic law
makers in the region. State wildlife 
agencies have also lent their support 

to the effort through their testimony 
at congressional hearings. Still, Rep. 
Doc. Hastings, R-Wash., has intro
duced similar legislation before and 
it remains to be seen what traction 
it will gain. So far, nothing similar 
has been authored 
for the Senate to 
consider. 

In 2008, fed
eral officials 
gave states the 
authority to kill 
up to 85 sea lions 
each year, but a 
federal appeals 
court halted those 
efforts. In Au
gust, the states of 
Washington, Or
egon and Idaho 
again requested 
authorization 
from the federal 
government to le
thally remove sea 
lions at Bonnev
ille Dam. Federal 

officials are reviewing the applica
tion. 

"The end result has been more 
lawsuits, more sea lions eating more 
endangered salmon and other spe
cies," Hastings said Oct. 5. 
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ATIVE NORTHWEST 
Report: Mental health care gaps in Indian Country 

By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. -A new U.S. government report 
highlights serious gaps in mental health care for many 
Native Americans and Alaska Natives, groups that suf
fer from problems including a teenage suicide rate more 
than twice the national average. 

One in five hospitals and clinics in lndian Country 
provide no mental health services, according to the In
spector General's Office of the Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

Only half provide drug therapy treatments, and at 
dozens of facilities non-licensed social workers, coun
selors and nurses handle some drug treatments. 

The inspector general's report covers a government 
health system that serves almost 2 million people, be
longing to more than 500 tribes scattered across 35 
states. Montana U.S. Sen. Max Baucus release the report 
Sept. 30. 

The Democrat in 2008 had requested an investiga
tion into problems with mental health care on reserva
tions, which often are set in remote areas with struggling 
economies and where health care services of any sort are 
often in short supply. 

"The demand for mental health services outstrips ca
pacity at some IHS (Indian Health Service) and tribal 
facilities," the report's·authors wrote, adding that Ameri
can Indians and Native Alaskans "rank first among eth
nic groups as likely to suffer mental health disorders 
such as anxiety and depression." 

The consequences of those problems came into dra
matic focus over the last two years on Montana's Fort 
Peck reservation. Five suicides and 20 attempts in one 
year at the rural reservation's Poplar Middle School 
prompted tribal leaders last year to declare a crisis and 
the government to dispatch an emergency team from the 
U.S. Public Health Service. 

At least two more teenagers have killed themselves 
since and dozens of other children across the reservation 
have tried. 

The inspector general's report says drug and alco
hol abuse, depression, and unemployment also drive the 
need for better access to mental health services. 

Some changes have been made since Baucus first 
called for the investigation, including new programs 
promoting the use of telemedicine, in which doctors can 
speak with patients remotely. 

"In Montana, we've seen all too well the tragedies 
that result when folks don't get the mental health care 
they need," Baucus said in a statement. "H's clear from 
this study that more needs to be done, and my staff and 
I will continue working with Indian Health Service and 
folks on the ground in Montana." 

The inspector general's office called for the Indian 
Health Service to further expand the use of telemedicine 

and also link up with non-native mental health care pro
viders. 

An Indian Health Services spokeswoman said no one 
from the agency was available late Friday to comment on 
the report. But in an August letter to the Inspector Gener
al Daniel Levinson, IHS director Yvette Roubideaux said 
she agreed with the recommendations and would work to 
put them into practice. 

Sammamish.fish doesn't 
qualify for federal protection 

SEATTLE (AP) - Federal wildlife officials have 
concluded that kokanee salmon in Washington State's 
Lake Sammamish does not warrant federal protection. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service officials said Mon
day that they remain concerned about Lake Sammamish 
kokanee salmon, but their review indicates the fish 
shouldn't be listed under the federal Endangered Spe
cies Act. 

Kokanee are land-locked version of ocean-going 
sockeye salmon. Kokanee in Lake Sammamish in east 
King County evolved from sockeye that entered the lake 
from the ocean and remained to form a resident popula
tion. 

In 2007, a group of conservation organizations and 
local and tribal governments petitioned the federal agen
cy to protect the fish. 

Early cleanup of Seattle's 
only river moving forward 
By PHUONG LE 
Associated Press 

SEATTLE - Ten years after the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency listed the lower five miles of Seattle's 
only river as a Superfund site, cleanup work on some of 
the most toxic sections of the Duwamish River is mov
ing forward. 

On Oct. 3, the city of Seattle began dredging and re
moving over 10,000 cubic yards of sediment in a navi
gational slip that is contaminated with polychlorinated 
biphenyls, or PCBs. The $8 million project at Slip 4 is 
part ofa larger, decades-long effort to reduce toxic waste 
from a century of heavy industrial use along the water
way. 

Slip 4 is one of several identified as the worst ar
eas requiring accelerated cleanup. Another is Boeing's 
Plant 2, the factory that turned out B- 17 bombers arid 
was home to "Rosie the Riveter," women who built 
thousands of World War II planes. Earlier this month, 
Boeing tore down the last remaining steel structures at 
the plant to prepare for a large cleanup and habitat resto-

ration project. Dredging and soil cleanup is expected to 
begin in 2012. 

"We're at a point now where in the next several 
years, there's going to be a lot of progress," said Da
vid Schuchardt, the city of Seattle's Duwamish program 
manager. "It's very visible." 

About $66 million being spent on these hotspots will 
reduce contamination by half, EPA officials say. The 
EPA is overseeing early cleanup work, which will take 
place over the next few years. Two sites were completed 
in the early 2000s. 

Meanwhile, the EPA is considering options for the 
larger, long-term cleanup of the rest of the Duwamish 
that could take anywhere from four years to four de
cades, and cost from $220 million to $1.3 billion. The 
EPA will release its cleanup plan in March. A decision is 
expected in 2013. 

The options include dredging to remove the sedi
ment, capping it with rock and sand, or letting sediment 
from upriver naturally bury the toxic material, though 
it's likely going to be a combination of options depend
ing on the site, said Allison Hiltner, EPA's manager for 
the Duwamish cleanup. Each option could potentially 
reduce contamination by 90 percent. 

The Duwamish, once a meandering river before it 
was straightened and deepened into a navigation chan
nel, runs through Seattle's industrial core and two resi
dential neighborhoods before emptying into Elliott Bay. 
Decades of industrial use left behind pollution that's 
mixed into the mud at the river bottom and banks. Pollut
ants include long-lasting PCBs, dioxins, cancer-causing 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and arsenic. 

Pollution from urban runoff and contaminated sites 
still continue to flow into the waterway, and a major con
cern is how to keep cleaned-up areas from getting pol
luted again. 

"If it we get it all cleaned up, how long will it be 
before it gets re-contaminated?" asked Chris Wilke, ex
ecutive director of Puget Soundkeeper Alliance, which 
conducts weekly boat patrols on the Duwamish to look 
for illegal pollution discharges. Pollution from sources 
upriver should also be addressed as part of the cleanup, 
he said. 

The Washington Department of Ecology and EPA 
have been working with Seattle, King County and the 
port to investigate and control pollution sources. 

State health officials warn against eating perch, rock
fish, sole, and other resident fish, as well as crab and oth
er shellfish from the Duwamish. Salmon are considered 
safer to eat because they don't spend as much time in 
the river. 

James Rasmussen, coordinator of the Duwamish 
River Cleanup Coalition, which is EPA's community ad
visory group, said the river should be clean enough to 
allow people to fish freely with no risk to their health. 
None of the options currently do that, he says. 

"To have a body of water within the city that you 
spend millions to clean up and source control and still 
not be able to eat the fish at the end of it what have we -
accomplished? That's an important benchmark," he said. 
"We're talking about an environmental justice and health 
issue for the people who live there." 

Lori Cohen, deputy director of the EPA's Northwest 
region Superfund Cleanup Office in Seattle said, "the 
overall goal is to reduce risk to human health and the 
aquatic organisms that live in the river. To what level, 
that hasn't been decided." 

King County, the city of Seattle, the Port of Seattle 
and Boeing are among the potential parties responsible 
for cleanup. The EPA is continuing to identify others 
who are responsible. 

On Sept. 28, on a boat tour of the waterway spon
sored by the Port of Seattle, port and industry officials 
highlighted the river's importance to the tug companies, 
ship builders, manufacturing plants and cargo vessels 
that use it. The corridor supports about 100,000 jobs 
with an economic input of$13.5 billion. 

"Most of the businesses really want to be clean as 
they can and really want to do the best, and most of are 
doing a very good job at it," said Everett Billingslea, vice 
president of Lynden Inc., the parent company of Alaska 
Marine Lines. 

Susan Scharff, 47, a West Seattle massage therapist 
on the tour, watched from the bow of the boat as a seal 
splashed near a tribal gillnet set out for salmon. At dusk, 
the river was a cacophony of noises, from metal crunch
ing at a riverside scrapyard to squawking seagulls diving 

for fish. 
A port "represents really enterprising, exciting as

pects of cities - where things are made and things are 
moved," Scharff said. "The downside is that it costs us 
so much environmentally ... We have to clean up every
thing and find a way not to re-contaminate it again." 

Klamath County garden a 
bounty for local groups 
By SHELBY KING 
Herald and News 

KLAMATH FALLS, Ore. (AP) -The late afternoon 
Indian summer sun cast an orange glow over the ripe 
corn, shiny cucumbers and giant, yellow crookneck 
squash waiting to be picked. 

Volunteers from Klamath County and Klamath Ba
sin Sunrise Rotary groups wove in and out of the rows 
of vegetables, filling bags and boxes with fresh produce 
that will be donated to the Klamath-Lake Counties Food 
Bank and local civic organizations. 

The Production Garden is a partnership between the 
two Rotary groups and local volunteers who provide the 
seeds and seedlings, plant, tend and harvest the nearly 
one acre of crops. The resulting produce - estimated to 
weigh at least 20,000 pounds - is donated to organiza
tions and individuals in the area. 

"We're planning on harvesting about 12,000 pounds 
( of com) this year," said Robin Keady, a member of the 
Sunrise Rotary group. "And that's before you count all 
the potatoes we still have in the ground." 

What started as a modest idea about how to salvage 
produce wasted by commercial growers, retailers and 
restaurants has become a district wide program, with 
more than 20 Rotary groups from Rotary District 5110 
participating. 

"Everything is excellent quality," said Niki Sampson, 
director of the Klamath-Lake Counties Food Banlc in 
Klamath Falls, which will receive a large portion of the 
harvest. "It's so efficient now with what they're planting. 
The tomatoes, the zucchini and the crookneck squash; its 
all stuff that kids and adults like to eat." 

Kids and adults also like to see where there food is 
coming from, and the Production Garden provides op
portunities for that. 

"One of my favorite parts is when the children come 
out to help and they actually see food, like a beet, in the 
ground," Keady said. "Many of the kids have never seen 
them raw and hard; it's a new experience for them." 

Keady said it's also satisfying when the cook from 
the Gospel Mission visit the garden and chooses his own 
vegetables, taking what he'll need for upcoming meals. 

"He'll come out and get a bunch of green beans and 
tell us how he's going to add some bacon and make a 
meal out of them," Keady said. 

Darrin Culp, who works with the local OSU Exten
sion Service and oversees the planting and maintenance 
of the Production Garden, believes the community needs 
donations like this. 

"lt feels really great to be a part of this," he said. 
"We're giving fresh produce to people who generally 
have little access to it, and the quality is better than what 
they'd even find in the store." 

Sharon Parks, a member of Klamath County Rotary 
and the mastermind behind the program, credits Culp 
and the OSU Extension Service for supporting the Pro
duction Garden. 

"They've been such a vital part," Parks said. "With
out them we just couldn't do it." 

Parks said OSU extension staff provides the land, 
tills it, prepares it for planting and waters it. Other com
munity groups, including the Rotary clubs, local church 
groups, youth groups and community service organiza
tions provide the volunteers who harvest the produce. 

"I am tremendously proud of the work that's gone 
into this project," said Mayor Todd Kellstrom, president 
of the Klamath Basin Sunrise Rotary Club. "We have a 
horrible poverty rate in the area; a lot of hungry kids. I'm 
so proud that our Basir-1 clubs originated the idea and it's 
been so widely accepted and is expanding rapidly." 

He said he's particularly proud of the work Parks has 
put into the program. Parks herself is humble. 

"It's a growing project," said Parks said. "In a 'grow
ing' program." 
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Darrell Quaempts Kuneki 
TOPPENISH, Washington - Darrell Quaempts 

Kuneki, 57 years of age and of Goldendale, Washington, 
passed away on September 22, 2011 near Toppenish, 
Washington. 

He was born to Johnny Quaempts Koneke and Cath
erine Albert on August 10, 1954. 

His grandmother, Bessie Quaempts Kuneki of White 
Salmon, Washington raised Darrell. 

Darrell was known throughout the valley as "DQ" 
and "River Indian." 

Darrell enjoyed fishing the Columbia River in his 
young life, cooking traditional foods at gatherings, and 
being with his family and friends. 

Darrell will be missed, was loved very much but we 
wish him a safe travel to the next world. Ride hard and 
fast and don't look back. Rest now until we meet again. 
God be with you. 

His daughter, Freedom of Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
his mother-aunt, M. Lorraine P. Hunt of Toppenish, 
Wash.; his uncles, Leroy Decoteau, Victor Andrews and 
Kipp Albert; his sisters, Regina Jerry, Maggie E. George, 
Laura Hunt, Dora Quaempts Kuneki, Peggy Quaempts 
Kuneki and Suzanne Quaempts Kuneki; his brothers, 
Ron George Sr., Andrew Hunt, Patrick Hunt, Reggie 
Quaempts Kuneki, Ronnie Quaempts Kuneki, Elliott 
Quaempts Kuneki and Douglas Quaempts Kuneki; his 
special young family members, Alvin San Juan, Amanda 
George, Ron George Jr., Rhonda George, Jayme Hunt, 
Raylene Lee, Lillian Lee and Jasmine S. Lee, all survive 
Darrell. 

His parents and grandparents, Tom Albert, Bessie 
Quaempts Kuneki and Louise Leo Jackson; his brothers, 
Johnny Doyle and Garland Jerry; his sisters, Connie Lee, 
Baby Cookie and Wilma Sam, all preceded him in death. 

Overnight services were held in the Toppenish Long
house September 23, 2011. The funeral services were 
held in the Pete Cemetery near Mabton, Washington at 
sunrise September 24, 2011. 

Friends may send condolences at www.toppenishfu
nerals.com. The Colonial Funeral Home of Toppenish, 
Wash. was in charge of the arrangements. 

Joseph Harvey Young 
SUNNYSIDE, Washington - Joseph Harvey Young, 

69 years of age and of Sunnyside, Washington, passed 
away peacefully on September 24, 2011 at his home af
ter a 3 year battle with cancer. 

G 
Joseph was born on November 10, 1941 to Harvey 

and Leona (Hoptowit) Young in Tacoma, Washington. 
Joe was a member of the Yakama Nation. 
He attended school at White Swan and Marquette 

High schools. 
After school he joined the U.S. Air Force. While sta

tioned in California, he began his career in law enforce
ment as a military policeman. 

After marrying Dorothy Freeman, he and his fam
ily moved back to Toppenish, Washington, where he 
became the Yakama Nation Chief of Police, the Benton 
County Police Chief and the head of Yakama Legends 
Casino's Security Department, when Legends Casino 
opened its doors. 

Joe loved to hunt and fish. Joe lead the way for ex
panding the interpretation of the Yakama Treaty of I 855, 
fighting for hunting and fishing rights in the Ceded Area 
of the Yakama Reservation. 

He taught his daughters, brothers, sisters, nieces and 
nephews the importance of not letting anything go to 
waste and to be generous. No one was ever turned away 
from Joe's table. 

Joe married JoAnn Stonemetz on November 14, 
2000 in Reno, Nevada. They both loved going to the ca
sino to try their luck. 

His wife, JoAnn and his mother-in-law, Corine 
Stonemetz, both of the family home in Sunnyside, 
Wash.; three daughters, Jamie (George) Hogue of White 
Swan, Wash., Mary Joe (Patrick) Watlarnet ofToppenish, 
Wash., Lori Swan of Yakima, Wash.; his grandchildren, 
Jessica Swan and Dillon Swan both of Yakima, Wash.; 
his five brothers, Raymond (Virginia) Young of Tacoma, 
Wash., Gary (Karen) Young of Tacoma, Wash., Ted (Car
ol Sue) Martin of Union Gap, Wash.; Dean Martin of 
White Swan, Wash., Jerry (Colleen) Martin of Harrah, 
Wash.; his 2 sisters, Sandra (Sam) Whitefoot of Harrah, 
Wash. and Tammy (Gabe) Swan of Harrah, Wash.; many 
nieces, nephews, and friends, all survive Joe. 

His parents; his daughter's mother, Dorothy; a niece, 
Victoria Martin; and a nephew, Huck Young, all preced
ed him in death. 

Special thanks to doctors Jones and Davidson and the 
wonderful nurses at the North Star Lodge. 

The family requests that donations to be sent to the 
North Star Lodge in Joe's honor. 

Joe accepted God into his life and we all feel better 
by knowing he is in God's loving hands. 

Memorial Services were held September 30, 2011 in 
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the Toppenish Eagles. 

The Valley Hills Funeral Home in Sunnyside, Wash. 
was in care of the arrangements. Online condolences can 
be left at www.valleyhillsfh.com. 

Acknowledgement 
We the family of Storm Me'Nait (Young Fisher

man) Thompson, would like to take this time to offer 
a heartfelt thank you, and deep appreciation to all the 
relations, friends, co-workers, programs, and stores that 
assisted us during such a difficult time in our lives. We 
cannot express enough gratitude to our most generous 
and compassionate Yakima Nation for their guidance 
and monetary contribution, in order for our family to re
spectfully send our young son to the other side. Without 
their knowledge directives and support it would not have 
been possible! 

In addition, many other provided support and effort 
in all ways; Casket Bearers: Derek Danato, James Puy
ette, Scotty Bill, Greg Wesley, Valentino Cipriano, Jo
seph Roundtree and Seth Martin Johnley. Honorary Cas
ket Bearers: Anthony Robbins Jr., Lance Hopinka, Cody 
Godley and Diego Gonzalez. Yakama Nation Cemetery 
Crew; Kenny Tahkeal and staff; Yakama Nation War
riors Assoc. for the casket, the Toppenish Hope Chest 
for the material/ribbon for the burial shirt, the Yakama 
Nation Fisheries for the sacred salmon, the Yakama Land 
Enterprise for the apples, the Yakama Nation Employee 
Service Club for the monetary donation, the Yakama 
Nation Fire Management for allowing the time needed 
from work and providing moral and monetary support, 
the Yakama Nation Summer Youth and Alice Adams for 
the card and the beautiful compliments regarding our 
son's previous employment, the Yakama Nation Work
force and Gloria Olney for the kindness and compassion, 
the White Swan Community Center and staff for the use 
of the facility and staff assistance, the Toppenish Police 
Dept for all your efforts to guide our son down the right 
road in life. 

Tom and Mindy Black.Eagle and family for conduct
ing the Dressing and burial services; without your prayers 
and strong faith in God, it would have been impossible 
for us to bear this tragedy in our lives. Calvin Masqua 
and family for conducting the Native American Church 
Meeting and bringing his brother, Harlan Masqua from 
Kansas; may our Creator bless you in abundance for 
your sacrifices. Chena Whiteshirt for your most encour
aging morning water prayer for all of us. Reverend En-

edeo, and Enedina Garza and family for the leadership of 
prayers by your congregation; may God bless and watch 
over you always Pastor Enedeo. Butch Wallahee and the 
Shaker Faith for lighting the way for our son's departure. 

The cooks who laid out his last supper and worked 
endlessly to assure perfection in a traditional manner; 
thank you from the deepest of our heart. Head Cooks: 
LiaDonna Whitefoot; Racheal George; Auntie Betty 
Jean Dick; cousins, Anna Sampson, Donna Sampson 
and Rose Sampson; Brandon Jackson and Ray Estrada 
for all the best fried bread ever made; Connie Sutterlict, 
Anita Tanawasha, Kayla Wesley and Anthony Peters, for 
all you did to assure a traditional table setting and for 
cooking from beginning to end. Auntie Marcie John and 
grandchildren for setting table and cleaning up. Charity 
Cantu John for bringing a couple of his favorite cousins 
home from Arizona to attend the services and help. 

Donations of food, flower, cards of sympathy and 
Pendleton blankets for his casket and beaded medallion. 
Sikah Mills John, Delores Mills, Grandma Bessie Ai
ello, Mark Goudy, Lu George, Bobby Looney, Darwin 
Lumley, Kenny Hoptowit, Sarah Cloud, Angie Phillips, 
Kevin Phillips, Bill Yallup Jr., Ted Danato, Derek Dan
ato, Ronald Danato, Rose Arquette ( excellent job Rose, 
what a sister and friend during our time in need)! Sarah 
Arquette - thank you for sending his little brother Per
cival so he could attend overnight services, Christina 
Arquette, Donavon Arquette and Brandon Arquette, for 
the use of your son's ribbon shirts, it meant a Jot to our 
family. Gary and Nila Sears and Laura Hernandez for 
bringing Storm's infant son, Jaiden Thompson to the 
overnight services, Marie Olney and family for being by 
our side, Janice Mesplie, Jullian Seelatsie and Delano 
Saluskin for bringing your teepee for our services and 
sitting up all night in prayer, Robert Olney and Family, 
Rose Olney Sampson and Family, Alex Johnley, Frank 
and Jaquie Alexander, Ron Alexander, Auntie Frances 
Robbins, Grandma Ella, Keals Jim, Janine Wesley, Steve 
Ruiz, Sonita Hawk, Andrew Phillips, Antonio and Paige 
Woody, Yvonne Dahrens and family, Julia Estrada, Bob 
Harvey, Rhonda Bill, Alberta Heneka, and Judy Ruiz. 

Anyone we failed to give recognition, please accept 
our humble apologies, it could not have been complete 
in Storm's watchful spirit without you al I. 
- Love and all our relations, Ronald K. Thompson, An
gela Wynne and Harlan F. Masqua 
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Tribe uses tradition, values to combat suicides 
By TOM MAST 
The Casper Star-Tribune 

CASPER, Wyo. (AP) - It began 
inside a jail cell, where a young man 
hanged himself. 

What followed was a cascade of 
death that threatened to engulf the 
Wind River Reservation. 

During August and September 
of 1985, nine young people killed 
themselves. Most were Northern 
Arapahos. 

Four of the victims were between 
the ages of 14 and 19, and five be
tween 23 and 26. 

Three additional victims, between 
the ages of 18 and 23, had ties to the 
reservation and to some of the other 
victims. 

Eighty-eight verified suicide at
tempts or threats also were recorded, 
the majority by young people 13 to 
19 years old. 

Mental health experts from around 
the nation tried to intervene. 

"But it wasn't doing any good," 
Nelson White Sr., an Arapaho elder, 
recalled. 

National media descended on the 
scene, an intrusion many people 
resented as insensitive and bent on 
sensationalism. One television crew 
tried to crash a victim's funeral. 
Eventually, tribal leaders barred the 
press from Indian land. 

Almost as quickly as it spread, the 
contagion ended. 

Alcohol was a direct contributing 
factor in four of the deaths. But in 
the absence of concrete answers, 
larger causes remained matters of 
conjecture. 

At the height of the episode, an 
Arapaho elder remembered that cer
tain ceremonies had been performed 
during an epidemic many years ear
lier. 

Prayers were said, and offerings 
made to the four directions and to 
the Creator, to purify and restore 
harmony in a manner consistent with 
traditional beliefs. 

Elders Nelson White Sr. and 
Crawford White said that's when the 
deaths stopped. 

Their account is corroborated by a 
scientific review of the incident. 

In a journal article, Margene Tower 

of the Indian Health Service referred 
to a "traditional medicine" ceremo
ny that happened at the height of the 
epidemic. 

"This ceremony was held follow
ing the ninth suicide," she wrote. "It 
was an important cultural and spiri
tual event that aided in the resolution 
of grief and increased cohesiveness 
in the community. No further deaths 
occurred after this ceremony was 
held." 

She noted that while suicide at
tempts remained abnormally high 
for two months after the ninth 
deaths, these soon subsided as well. 

lt was the power of community 
and a people's prayer that broke the 
deadly cycle, Nelson White Sr. said: 
"We belong to the Creator." 

What happened among the North
ern Arapahos in 1985 has not been 
forgotten. 

Efforts to forestaJI suicides today 
incorporate ceremonies conducted 
in the Arapaho language, talking 
circles, sweat lodges and involve
ment of elders, all woven together in 
a kind of community safety net. 

Trained suicide interveners watch 
for early signs of trouble. Both the 
Northern Arapahos and the Eastern 
Shoshones with whom they share 
the Wind River Reservation have 
suicide prevention programs. 

These efforts have been largely 
successful. 

In 2009, an 18-year-old woman 
shot herself to death in Arapahoe, 
according to records of the Fre
mont County coroner. Before that, 
a young person had not died by sui
cide since 2003, when a l 0-year-old 
Fort Washakie boy killed himself. 

Between 2000 and 20 I 0, 116 peo
ple in Fremont County killed them
selves. Twenty-seven or 23 percent 
were Native American. 

Chaos erupted. 
A 15-year-old boy threatened to 

harm himself with a knife; scream
ing and confusion ensued. 

The cops wanted to jolt the boy 
with a Taser gun; nobody wanted 
him to run. 

Into this tumult stepped Telano 
Groesbeck, only a couple of weeks 
out of suicide prevention training. 

"I was scared," he said. "My 

heart was pumping." Would he say 
the wrong thing and make matters 
worse? 

Groesbeck began searching for 
some thread that would establish a 
connection. And among the North
ern Arapaho, there's always a con
nection. 

"The whole tribe's a family," 
Crawford White said. "One way or 
another, we're related." 

On this occasion, Groesbeck knew 
the teenager's dad, which estab
lished some common ground. Slow
ly, a potentially lethal situation was 
defused. 

The Northern Arapaho tribe pro
vides within its structure a support 
network for early intervention. 

A distraught young person con
fides in a friend, who alerts an aunt, 
who tells Groesbeck, who invites the 
young person to a talking circle or a 
youth sweat lodge. 

Groesbeck said depression and 
suicidal thoughts often are 
intertwined with drugs and 
alcohol abuse. 

grams in schools also are common, 
and both tribes actively seek to train 
people in suicide prevention. 

George Leonard, suicide preven
tion coordinator for the Northern 
Arapahos, likened the stirring of 
suicidal thoughts to a wild river. 
The goal is to rescue a young person 
at risk before he or she reaches the 
falls. 

Talking circles and sweat lodges 
provide young people with opportu
nities to learn more about their lan
guage, their culture and traditional 
spirituality, and therefore them
selves, he said. 

"These kids have it in here," Leon
ard said, tapping his heart. 

At age 14, Daisy Norse was de
pressed and suicidal. 

That was two years ago. Today, the 
Wyoming Indian High School stu
dent is making plans for her future. 
She credits the change to medication 
and participation in the Tribal Youth 

Program, which offers sweat lodges 
for young Native Americans. 

At first, Daisy wasn't impressed 
with the sweat lodges. "I really 
didn't want to go in," she said. "It 
felt like boring to me. It just didn't 
seem that cool at the time." 

But after a while, the traditional 
practice began to resonate. "I found 
that way I could pray to the Creator 
about my problems," she said. 

And not just prayers about her 
problems, but also more expansive 
prayers for her relatives, cancer vic
tims, starving children, blessings for 
people facing all manner of difficult 
circumstances. 

With the help of modem medica
tion and traditional practice, Daisy 
found her way through the darkness. 

Suicide prevention efforts on the 
Wind River Reservation have not 
gone unnoticed. 

A year ago, Northern Arapaho el
ders were called upon to help stop a 

suicide outbreak claiming the lives 
of young people on the P ine Ridge 
reservation in South Dakota. 

"The way it was done, it was low 
key. There was no press, no news," 
Crawford White said. "It was kept 
quiet." 

At a powwow later in Denver, 
a tearful Lakota man thanked the 
Northern Arapahos for their help. 

Even more recently, people at the 
Crow Creek Reservation in South 
Dakota contacted Arapaho elders 
to help them break another cycle of 
suicides. 

Nelson White Sr. said news media 
often pounce on the negative, but 
there are many young people who 
have walked away from the dark
ness, hold jobs and finished school. 

Traditional ceremonies, commu
nity, spiritual wellness - it's all tied 
together. "We're a family. We take 
care of each other," Crawford White 
said. 

In a sense, such behaviors 
are a slow motion form of 
self-destruction: "They 're 
killing themselves doing it," 
he said. 

It is with profound regard and respect that we extend our heartfelt appreciation 
----• to those who have entrusted us to provide our services - personnally and 

.JJ H[S spiritually - to their bereaved families. The Colonial Funeral Home family is 

The roots of destructive 
behavior can be complex, 
but Groesbeck said the per
nicious impact of bullying is 
sometimes missed. A child 
bullied at school might also 
be bullied in reservation 
housing by the same tor
mentors, and so abuse can 
be unrelenting. 

"The answer's always 
within the kid," he said. 
"You have to listen." 

Suicide prevention efforts 
often are high profile. Har
mony Spoonhunter, director 
of Eastern Shoshone Tribal 
Health, noted that a suicide 
prevention powwow was 
held in June. 

Powwows are major com
munity events. They can be 
used as an opportunity to 
share information and gal-
vanize community action. 

Suicide prevention pro-

't dedicated to providing your family with proper and personal services during 
· · · iJ your time of loss. 
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PXWI (OPINION AND COMMENTARY) 
NATIVE VOTE COMMENTARY 

Why Native Americans 
need to be on the ballot 
By LEVI RICKERT 
Editor-in-Chief, Native Condition 

With the brilliant colors of yellow, orange and red leaves on thousands of 
trees, autumn is a beautiful time of the year in Upper Michigan. Coupled with 
the shoreline of a majestic Lake Michigan, driving through Upper Michigan 
was a great way to spend the first Saturday in October. 

I spent Saturday covering the announcement by Derek Bailey's an
nouncement that he is rwming for Congress in Upper Michigan. 

Bailey is the current chairman of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and 
Chippewas, based in Peshawbestown, Michigan. 

While Bailey a Native American running for Congress, he is not merely 
the Native American candidate. He has already run and won the highest post 
in his tribe. 

There is much more to Bailey's composition than his ethnicity. Bailey is 
an educated man with great leadership skills who just happens to be Native 
American. 

His leadership skills transcend leading his tribe. Among his leadership 
repertoire is his work on the Munson Medical Center Bioethics Committee; 
Michigan Land Use Institute Advisory Council; Big Brothers/Big Sisters; 
Girl Scouts of Crooked Tree Board Member and Central Michigan Univer
sity School of Social Work Advisory Committee Member. 

1 he thirty-eight year old chairman is stepping out where many Native 
Americans dare not tread. 

Bailey has announced his candidacy for Congress ten months before 
Michigan's primary next August 7, 2012. Given the complexities of Con
gressional elections with raising money and name recognition, it is not too 
early. There is a lot of work to be done in ten months. 

During the history of the United States, less than ten Native Americans 
have served in Congress. Currently, Republican Tom Cole, a Chickasaw of 
Oklahoma's 4th Congressional District, is the only Native American pres
ently serving in Congress. 

There needs to be more Native Americans elected to Congress. We no 
longer live in a society of "us" and "them." Nor should Native Americans 
allow the "them" treat us as such. 

Even with the small size of sheer numbers, which sometimes represents 
less than five percent of total citizens per locale, Native Americans matter. 
Ask any politician in Upper Michigan. Because of Native enterprises and 
tribal governments, tribes are the largest employers in Upper Michigan. Fur
thermore, given how many jobs have left Michigan for China and Mexico 
during the past decade, Michigan would be in a major depression without 
tribal enterprises there. 

Native American influence is prevalent in other parts of the country. The 
Seminole Tribe in Florida, which owns the Hard Rock Cafes worldwide, is 
just one example. Their influence and impact on Florida's economy is sig
nificant. 

Native Americans do matter and should have a loud and clear voice in 
policy development and decision-making beyond tribal council chambers. 

Instead of sitting on the sidelines and looking in and merely criticizing 
government, Native Americans need to get on the ballot and get elected to 
be on the inside crafting policies in the halls of Congress that impact all 
Americans. 

Even with much work ahead of him, Bailey is to be commended for his 
entry into mainstream American politics. Other Native Americans around the 
country should do the same. 

Driving down from Sault Ste Marie over the Mackinac Bridge towards 
Traverse City, I enjoyed more the sheer beauty of a Michigan autumn day. I 
saw a possibility of a new leader in Upper Michigan, who just happens to be 
Native American. 
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POOL POINTS 

Pool season meant fun, vandals and theft 
By LEODA YALLUP 

The Wapato Swimming Pool sea
son was July 13 through Sept. 4! The 
cost was $1 .25 ages 5 and under and 
for elders 55 and up; $1.75 for ages 
6-18 years; and $2 for ages 19 and 
up. 

Some came to swim! Some came 
to have a good time! Some came to 
cool offi Some came with family or 
friends! 

But it was sad, shortly after open
ing, some came to vandalize and 
steal from the staff, the City of 
Wapato and from the Yakama Tribe. 
A fence was cut, a window was bro
ken and somebody placed their hand 
into the broken glass and opened 
the back door to get into the Wapato 
Swimming Pool. Locks were cut and 
lockers broken into that had personal 
belongings of the staff, the conces
sion stand was broken into and all 
the goodies were stolen, money was 

GUEST VIEW 

also taken. 
Why would anyone do such a 

thing? 
We thought it was a wonderful 

idea, to let everyone come in and 
swim, cool off, laugh, play and even 
meet new friends. The price was rea
sonable! A lot of family can't afford 
Great Wolf Lodge, Wild Waves, Sil
verwood etc. besides having to pay 
high gas prices, a hotel and meals! 

And then it happened again, we 
were broken into only a week later! 

If it weren't for Wapato Swimming 
Pool, what would the children do? 
Where would they go? 

Maybe I should ask you that are 
reading this, to please ask your chil
dren if the Wapato Swimming Pool 
should re-open again during the hot 
summer months in 2012 and 2013? 
Did they have fun? 

I know in listening to the life
guards, it hurt their feelings. I even 
heard some suggestions from them, 

' ' It was sad, shortly after opening, some-
body came to vandalize and steal from 
the staff, the City of Wapato and from 
the Yakama Tribe. 

- Leoda V. Yallup, 
Wapato Swimming Pool Bookkeeper 

"l feel like camping here in a tent, so 
this doesn't happen again!" This is 
how much dedication they have. The 
lifeguards are there to look out for 
the safety of all the swimmers that 
get in the poo I. 

We'd like to especially thank the 
Yakama Nation Housing Authority! 
The YNHA allowed youth swim
mers to come from Apas Goudy, 
Mamachat, Wolfpoint, Adams View, 
Totus Park and New Editions. It put 

smiles on their faces while walking 
into the building and even when they 
were walking out. 

We'd like to have more successful 
swimming seasons and hope you all 
wish for more successful swimming 
seasons as well ! No vandalism, No 
theft! 

Leoda V. Yallup is the Wapato Swim
ming Pool Bookkeeper 

ry. Treaty abrogation is a sovereign 
right but it comes with a hefty price 
tag if you are dependent. 

The treaties in our dreams 

cock would be empowered to act in 
the best interests of the Kiowa over 
the expressions of that interest by the 
Kiowa Principal Chief. In history's 
rear view mirror, we know that Chief 
Lone Wolf was right, but had Lone 
Wolf been wrong do a sovereign 
people not have a right to proceed to 
Hell in their own chosen hand bas
ket? 

Remember the position of the 
modem Indian fighters: every pro
gram that benefits Indians, all of 
Title 25 of the U.S. Code, is racial 
discrimination against white people. 
Our response to that is the distinc
tion between "race" and citizenship 
that the Cherokee Supreme Court 
has trashed without analysis. This 
distinction is what has kept money 
flowing to Indian country over the 
objections of the Indian fighters. 

By STEVE RUSSELL 

Like most Indians who give 
thought to our relationship with the 
United States, I dream of Indian 
treaties as sacred promises or, at 
least, what the Constitution says in 
so many words: "all Treaties made, 
or which shall be made, under the 
Authority of the United States, shall 
be the supreme Law of the Land; 
and the Judges in every State shall 
be bound thereby, any Thing in the 
Constitution or Laws of any State to 
the Contrary notwithstanding." 

Since my beloved Cherokee Na
tion has determined to abrogate a 
treaty with the United States, that 
dream has turned into a very scary 
nightmare. My grandmother taught 
me that what is good for the goose is 
just fine for the gander. 

One of the favorite pastimes of 
Indian lawyers has always been 
disputing among themselves which 
US Supreme Court decisions are the 
worst of the worst for the interests of 
Indians. Walter Echo Hawk recently 
wrote a book on his picks. I make 
some picks in a chapter of my book. 

Two cases are often the scum ris
ing to the top in this melting pot of 
ugliness. 

Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock, holding 
that the US can abrogate treaties 
with the Indian nations based on a 
finding that abrogation is in our best 
interests. 

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia, hold
ing that we cannot bring original ac
tions in the Supreme Court for treaty 
violations the way other nations can. 

This backdrop of bad faith is the 
barb inside the famous words of 
Hugo Black that Indian lawyers cal l 
the all-purpose federal Indian law 
dissent: "Great Nations, like great 
men, should keep their word." 

The most potent political weapons 
in our arsenal have always been our 
treaties. For the most part, we kept 
our word and the United States did 
not. The Cherokee Supreme Court's 
recent decision on the citizenship 
of the freedmen states flatly that 
we have not abrogated the treaty 
between the United States and the 
Cherokee Nation in 1866 contain
ing the declaration that all "free col
ored persons" living in the Cherokee 
Nation or who returned within six 
months "shall have all the rights of 
native Cherokees." 

It neglects to tell us why this is not 
so, assuming it self-evident that we 
can stand outside history and sepa
rate the rights of citizenship from 
citizenship itself because it's to our 
advantage almost 150 years later. 

At the time, why did the United 
States care? Because the Cherokee 
slaves would otherwise, be the re
sponsibility of the Freedmen's Bu
reaus. 

Why did the Cherokee Nation not 
care? Because we had already freecl 
the slaves as a matter of Cherokee 
law before the treaty was negoti
ated, and our "intruder problem" 
was white people taking our prop-

erty (among other crimes) and hid
ing behind federal jurisdiction. What 
we wanted was respect for Cherokee 
law, and it was white people avoid
ing Cherokee law, not black people. 

Didn't the Cherokee people vote to 
abrogate the treaty? Not exactly, for 
two reasons. 

First, the disenrollment of the 
freedmen was purposely presented 
at a special election rather than a 
general election to drastically limit 
the turnout to those who perceived 
they had a dog in the fight. Racial 
prejudice runs deep in rural Okla
homa, where Brown v. Board of 
Education was considered an unwar
ranted imposition of federal power, 
and a special election was calculated 
to attract the racist vote. 

Second, the same tribal leaders 
currently squirming over the cutoff 
of federal funds assured the voters 
that a treaty was not being abrogat
ed. The voters cannot be accused of 
approving something they were spe
cifically told was not at issue. 

Then there is the argument that the 
treaty was invalid in the first place 
because it ended the hostilities in 
the Civil War, where the Cherokee 
fought on the losing side. This is 
simply nonsense, because treaties 
end most wars and the winner al
ways has the whip hand. 

A really dangerous argument 
thrown into the debate is known in 
lawyer Latin as tu quoque, "you do 
it, too." That is, the treaty was al
ready dead because the US had vio
lated it in some respects. 

Whether the treaty obligation ex
ists now in light of changed circum
stances is a valid question, and one 
that must be parsed carefully in the 
law of treaty abrogation, but no such 
parsing ever took place in any of the 
three branches of Cherokee govern
ment. There has only been denial 
and obfuscation. 

In Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock, the 
US Supreme Court decided, essen
tially, that Secretary Ethan Hitch-

We know now and have known 
since the day it was decided that the 
Lone Wolf case was an outrageous 
extension of the reasons for treaty 
abrogation recognized in law. Be
cause Indian nations have not been 
in the habit of abrogating treaties, 
we have no statement by an Indian 
court of in what respect Lone Wolf 
was wrong and therefore what the 
rules ought to be. This is the oppor
tunity the Cherokee Supreme Court 
declined by adopting the farcical 
position of the Cherokee executive 
rather than reaching the same result, 
if it must, in the manner of a court. 

The interruption in federal funds 
to the Cherokee, some say, is a re
sult of meddling by the Congres
sional Black Caucus rather than the 
normal enforcement of federal anti
discrimination rules. It might more 
profitably bring to mind the negoti
ating posture of a federal treaty com
missioner quoted in South Dakota v. 
Yankton Sioux Tribe: 

"I want you to understand that you 
are absolutely dependent upon the 
Great Father to-day for a living. Let 
the Government send out instruc
tions to your agent to cease to issue 
these rations, let the Government 
instruct your agent to cease to issue 
your clothes .... Let the Govern
ment instruct him to cease to issue 
your supplies, let him take away the 
money to run your schools with, and 
I want to know what you would do. 
Everything you are wearing and eat
ing is gratuity. Take all this away 
and throw this people wholly upon 
their own responsibility to take care 
of themselves, and what would be 
the result? Not one-fourth of your 
people could live through the win
ter, and when the grass grows again 
it would be nourished by the dust of 
all the balance of your noble tribe." 

As a Cherokee citizen, I hope we 
are not in such a fix in the 21st centu-

The danger is obvious that the 
Congressional Indian fighters could 
use the Cherokee case as a wedge 
against all appropriations to tribes, 
even those required by treaty. Cir
cumstances have changed, you see, 
and "race discrimination" cannot be 
tolerated. 

A final and much less obvious 
danger lurks in simply accepting the 
death of Indian treaties, which does 
not, with all respect to Hamlet, rep
resent for Indians "a consummation 
devoutly to be wish'd." 

Congress ended Indian treaty mak
ing in 1871 by a legislative rider. 
It's not clear that Congress had the 
power to do that or, if Congress did, 
that it could be done with a rider. Ne
gotiating treaties is a quintessential 
executive function. 

The Senate (alone) could refuse 
to ratify a treaty with an Indian na
tion, but it's not clear that Congress 
could stop the negotiation of one. 
With the right President, some of the 
most galling infringements on our 
so ereignty by the courts could be 
attacked around the reach of the In
dian fighters in the House of Repre
sentatives. This might be yet another 
reason for an Indian nation not to act 
recklessly in abrogating a treaty. 

Or I might, once again, be dream
ing. 

Steve Russell, Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma, is a Texas trial court 
judge by assignment and associate 
professor emeritus of criminal j us
tice at Indiana University-Bloom
ington. He is a columnist for Indian 
Country Today. He lives in George
town, Texas, and can be reached at 
swrusse/@indiana.edu. 

Great News! 
EVERYONE HAS A SMILE TO GfVE 

Breaking News!! 
DECAY IS AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE MAKES US NOT WANT TO SMILE 

Decayed baby teeth lead to diseased permanent teeth. Primary teeth are susceptible soon as they erupt. The first six years ofa child's life 
are crucial in the development of strong permanent teeth, jaw, muscles, speech, and appearance for starters. 

The American Dental Association defines early childhood caries as the "presence of one or more de
cayed, missing or a filled tooth." There is too much early child decay. Have you checked your child 's 
teeth? Parents or guardians are urged to schedule a dental visit within 6 months of eruption and no 

later than 12 months of age. 

Yakama Tribal La-Tish-Sha 
A dental program promoting prevention before that white spot turns into decay. 
We provide access to dental services for Native American children 6 months to 12 years 

" With an Indian Health Service medical chart., 
• Eligible for Medicaid, varnish is covered & recommended every three months, 
" At least 4 teeth or any teeth you have concerns about. 
••Talce advantage of this important benefit - how your child will smile•• 

Inquire during your WJC visit or call us directly. 
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BEING FRANK GUEST VIEW 

There are a lot more Elwhas out there The real Columbus 
By BILLY FRANK JR. 

We all owe a big "thank you" to 
the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe. 
They never gave up on getting those 
two dams tom down, and today that 
dream is becoming a reality. For 100 
years they have had to wait for their 
treaty rights to be restored and for 
the salmon to return. 

The salmon never gave up either. 
At a recent dam removal celebration, 
I saw 73 chinook swimming in the 
clear green water at the foot of the 
Elwha Dam, ready and waiting. And 
it won't be long before the river's 
estuary comes back to life, too, with 
clams spitting all over the place. 

This is a great day for the Elwha 
people. All of those who have gone 
before us, they' re looking down on 
the Elwha, too, and they are witness
ing what is happening. And they are 
smiling. 

OUT OF OUR MAILBAG 

"Economic engine," "long-term 
economic growth" and "investment 
in the future" are some of the words 
folks have used to describe the bene
fits of the dam removal project. And 
they're right. 

The Olympic Peninsula has strug
gled for years as it's fishing and 
timber-based jobs have disappeared. 
But removal of the Elwha River 
dams is changing that. Hope is re
placing fear, jobs are being created 
and more will be coming in the long 
term. More than 3 million people 
visit Olympic National Park every 
year, and that number will only in
crease as the river is restored. 

These things tell us that we can 
conserve our natural resources and 
create jobs, that healthy salmon runs 
and a healthy economy can go hand
in-hand. 

The dam removal celebration was 
really a celebration of treaty rights. 

News travels about tribe 
REVIEW: 

I think everybody knows me as 
their relative, friend, or co-worker. 
Therefore, I just want to share a few 
words with you. Currently I work 
and reside on the Muckleshoot Res
ervation. As I sit over here every 
now and then news will pass through 
by smoke signal or fire-shooting ar
row regarding unfavorable Yakama 
Nation incidents happening within 
our tribal government. 

Don' t get me wrong sometimes 
I hear good things. But mostly, ev
erything that has passed through the 
grapevine outweighs the good. You 
know, if I hear it over here other 
tribes must hear about the Yakama 
misfortunes. These misfortunes 
make our tribe appear relentless. Our 
Yakama tribal government needs to 
take the bull by the horns and start 
doing sound business with our
selves. We need to unite and become 
the good, not the bad and the ugly 
and quit working against each other. 

I am aware that some enrolled 
members are fearful to voice their 
opinions due to the possibility of 
themselves being next on the chop-

ping block. It should not be this way! 
We should all be working together 
for the betterment of the Yakama 
Nation! When the Good Book was 
written by policy-makers before us, 
we need to exercise those policies 
and quit practicing unwritten laws. 

Years ago I worked as one of the 
Yakama Tribal Council support staff 
and life wasn't bad there then. I was 
there long enough to never recom
mend anyone to run for council, 
because once you are in there you 
could never please everyone. It was 
an endless, thankless job. It was hard 
for them to live up to their promises 
voiced at the elections. Actually, I 
think it is hard for anyone of them 
yesterday or today to live up to their 
promises. Not just one person can 
make a difference in our tribe. It 
takes all 14 to be in agreement for 
the betterment of the Yakama Na
tion. 

Also, I would just like to state 
our tribe should seek other alter
natives of our voting practices for 
candidates for tribal council. There 
are over 10,000 enrolled Yakama 
members and if we can all envision 

For a century the two dams built 
without fish ladders denied the Low
er Elwha Klallam Tribe its treaty
reserved right to harvest salmon, a 
fundamental part of tribal culture, 
communities and economies. 

The Lower Elwha Klallam people 
have put their treaty rights to work, 
restoring the Elwha for all of us -
Indian and non-Indian. Their name 
means "strong people," and you 
damn well better believe they're 
strong. It's the kind of strength we 
all need on our journey to recover 
the salmon. 

That's because there are many 
more Elwha dams out there. They 
might not look the same, and they 
might go by other names, like flood
plain development, shoreline armor
ing and nonpoint pollution, but they 
are just as deadly to salmon. And 
like the Elwha dams, they're just as 
effective at denying all of us healthy 

a "New Beginning" for our tribe, we 
need to think of another avenue for 
our tribe's political process to allevi
ate 200 or 300 people votes vs. over 
10,000. 

I would like to come and vote for 
someone, but me living on the other 
side of the mountain does not permit 
me to vote for which I would like to 
represent our people. I could take 
time off from work to vote, but our 
general council agenda is always be
ing amended at the general council 
meetings. So, I could plan to attend 
and vote, but it may not even hap
pen. I could take a week off from 
work and it still may not happen. 

So I plead with our elected of
ficials to think about us who reside 
off the reservation and get a plan for 
all Yakama enrolled members so that 
we may be permitted to exercise our 
rights. 
JUDY SLOCKISH 
Muckleshoot 

Impressive ATNI 
REVIEW: 

I recently went to a conference in 
Tulalip, it was the Affiliated Tribes 
of Northwest Indians. 

I've been to a couple of confer
ences in my lifetime, but this was the 
first ATNI conference. 

I was so impressed with the energy 
and knowledge that was flowing in 

"KUTHLA WANTS YOU TO PAY YOUR DEBTS" 

- 2500 loans delinquent 
- $13,247,544.40 

delinquent 
40.63% delinquency rate 

Thank you YNCE collections 

ative American ourn 1srs·· · _ 
. .- ,· 

salmon runs, a healthy environment 
and a healthy economy. We all need 
to make sure that no more dams get 
in the salmon's way. 

Billy Frank, Jr., a Nisqually, is 
Chairman of the Northwest Indian 
Fisheries Commission. 

the air. The host tribe, Tulalip, went 
past all stop signs to accommodate 
all the visiting tribes. The cherry-on
top was the Native program the Tul
alip Tribe presented the involvement 
of the elders and young people was 
very touching to the heart. 

The ATNl had a very impressive 
program set up and the theme was 
"Sovereignty in Action." 

The guest speakers did a good job 
of focusing their topics around this 
theme. 

I was deeply impressed by the 
representation the Yakama lead
ers showed over there. It made me 
extremely proud to be a Yakarna 
member. I only hope that I can keep 
all this knowledge I learned in my 
memory bank for future reference. 

I also learned that our problems are 
not only on our reservation, but also 
on other reservations. With the help 
of other tribes, we can find a solu
tion to these problems that occur on 
reservations. 

I do hope and pray that I can attend 
more of these ATNI conferences. 
MICHAEL SHILOW 
Yakama Code of Ethics Board 

Bad taste moves 
REVIEW: 

Something that really bothers me is 
the amount of help that the tribe has 
given the families in White Swan. 
While individuals, groups and com
panies have rallied to their support, 
the tribal council allowed the use of 
the armory to collect clothing and 
utensils, but otherwise sat on their 
hands. 

Meanwhile the council is pressur
ing Yakima County for right of way 
on the Fort Road to the new addition 
on the casino and to their new hotel. 

It may not go through however 
since the council doesn' t want to 
give an equal amount of land on the 
north side of the Fort Road. 

Also the council is trying to get 
power to put children displaced by 
death of a parent etc., with their al
coholic parent instead of a respon
sible family whether Indian or not. 

It leaves a nasty taste in my mouth 
to think of the misplaced priorities of 
our council. 
GLEN HUYLER 
Zillah, Wash. 

is more interesting 
than history's 
sanitized version 
By M. MORFORD (MORF) 

What became of Columbus Day? 
A generation ago, Columbus Day (Oct. 10) was one of the major holidays 

of the year. It was the one-day off from school in October. It was commemo
rated in the way that we recognize our favorite holidays - with a sale. 

Now it is certainly not a day off from school - and it is one of the many 
holidays where most of us are not sure what is open or closed or what we 
are supposed to be celebrating. 

When I was in elementary school, many years ago, we were enthralled by 
tales of the great explorer who "discovered" America. One of the ironies is 
that Columbus never touched North America and insisted to his dying day 
that he had not "discovered" anything - except, as he intended, a trade route 
to Asia. 

He followed known trade winds, and even had maps and charts (obviously 
written by earlier navigators) that led him to the islands south offlorida, San 
Salvador and Hispaniola in particular. 

He was far from the first explorer, or even the first European. The Vikings, 
and some scholars say, the Irish, were there decades, if not centuries before. 
Some even say that the Chinese had contact with North and South America 
well before Columbus. There is ample documentation that the Chinese had 

' ' There is ample documentation that the 
Chinese had pre-Columbian contact 
with India, Africa and even Egypt, so it 
is not too much of a stretch to consider 
early American contact from Asia. 

-M Morford, 
former Tacoma Reader Columnist 

pre-Columbian contact with India, Africa and even Egypt, so it is not too 
much of a stretch to consider early American contact from Asia. 

Columbus was also far from original in his belief that the Earth was round 
- the ancient Greeks knew not only that the Earth must be round, but they 
had a very close estimate as to its size. 

Columbus had the advantage of far better "marketing" thanks to Guten
berg's newly developed printing press - and royal sponsorship of his jour~ 
neys. 

There were also the natives, of course, on the islands and in well -estab
lished tribal (and inter-tribal) communities across North America. Some na
tive cities in South America were far larger and more sophisticated than any 
in Europe at the time. And some South American cities, far older than " the 
eternal city" of Rome were already in ancient ruins by the time the Spanish 
got there. 

The Arawaks, the first tribe Columbus encountered in October 1492, faced 
almost immediate extinction due to murder, disease and enslavement. 

I kind of miss the simplified children's version that I grew up with. It led 
me to believe that history was simple and clear, that European civilization 
was inherently triumphant, and that other, particularly native cultures, should 
"make way" for us. 

As I've studied these things, and worked with native people, I've learned 
that history is vastly more complicated; Columbus was not as heroic - or as 
evil - as he has been portrayed, Western European cultural dominance is far 
from assured, and though native people may be beyond even the peripheral 
vision of most of us, many native cultures are remarkably intact and are still 
fighting to protect and preserve their territorial, political or religious rights. 

This contradictory, ambiguous and complex Columbus is far more inter
esting and appealing to me than the sanitized version. We have the choice 
between the two-dimensional hero who struts across the stage of history or 
someone who is much more like one of us. 

Columbus Day seems to be meeting the fate of some of our other holidays. 
Many people mix up Labor Day and Memorial Day and have long forgotten 
what they stand for, except for barbecues and the benchmarks for the begin
ning and ending of swnmer. 

Every year, Columbus Day gets dimmer and earns a smaller font on my 
calendar. Perhaps it is for the best that we don't celebrate Columbus Day as 
we used to. 

M Morford (Mor.I) of Tacoma is a former reader columnist for the Tacoma 
News Tribune, www.thenewstribune.com. Email him at mmorf@mail.com. 
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 

Yakamas gain multimedia experience during internship 
By MICHAEL-DAVID BUSHMAN 
Yakama Nation Review 

TOPPENISH, Wash. - Travel
ing over five hundred miles from 
the Yakama Reservation to Havre, 
Montana located about 25 miles 
north of the Rocky Boy's Reserva
tion, the current Miss Yakama Na
tion, Shanoa Pink.ham, and sibling 
Dallas Pinkham, joined 6 other Na
tive American young adults to work 
for a multimedia summer intern
ship on the set of the feature length 
film - Winter in the Blood - star
ring Chaske Spencer of the Twilight 
Movie Saga. 

The internship, made possible 
by the partnership between Native 
American Public Telecommunica
tions - a non-profit Native media 
group in Lincoln, Nebraska - and 
Longhouse Media - a Washington 
State non-profit organiz.ation - gave 
the interns the chance to experience 
hands-on training with professionals 
in the field offilmmaking. 

"The experience and hands-on 
training for these Native youth will 
be phenomenal," said Executive Di
rector for Longhouse Media, Tracy 
Rector. "More importantly, all of our 
interns have definitely honed their 
skills here at Longhouse Media so 
that when on the set they will be pre
pared to make the most of this op
portunity." 

The interns - all of which have 
some ties or interest toward the field 
of multimedia and film - worked 
and rotated through different depart
ments on set, helped document a 
behind-the-scenes portion of the film 
from a Native point of view. They 
also created an online video diary of 
their experiences. 

"Although we were assigned spe
cific departments much of the time, 
everyone was helping out with ev
erything," said Shanoa Pikham. "For 
example, Dallas was assigned to 
craft services (food and beverage), 
but on his fir~t day he was asked to 
be a stand-in. And although I was 
working in costume, I would some
times be asked to help with loca
tions." 

"I worked with both locations and 
craft service," said Dallas Pinkham, 
a 20 year-old Yakama. "With the lo
cations department, I would watch 

Cancer Program 

Phone:503-416-3295 

Photos courtesy of Shanoa Pinkham and Longhouae Media 

TOP LEFT: Miss Yakama Nation, Shanoa Pinkham (right), with actor Chaske Spencer (left), on 
the set for the filming of the feature length film, Winter in the Blood. Shanoa and brother Dallas 
Pinkham, were chosen to be part of a multimedia summer internship, working on the set of the 
film. The film was shot in and around Havre, Mont., during the month of August. TOP RIGHT: Dal
las Pinkham all geared up and ready for work. Dallas worked mostly with the Locations Depart
ment of the film crew. BOTTOM RIGHT: Directors of the film, Alex, left, and Andrew Smith, right 
with Shanoa Pinkham, center. 

for cars and people during filming. 
This was especially important when 
we were filming in smaller towns be
cause the film was supposed to take 
_place in the I 950s and l 970s, so we 
didn' t want people to be wearing iP
ods in the background." 

"For costume, I would set out 
the actors' and actresses' costumes 
for the day, help with dressing the 
extra's and help maintain continu
ity during the shot," said Shanaa 
Pinkham. 

Costume and wardrobe worked 
very closely with hair and make-up 

to make sure that the actors looked 
the way they were supposed dur
ing the progression of the film, she 
added. 

The film, directed by Alex and An
drew Smith, is an adaptation of ~ 
classic novel by Native author-poet, 
James Welch. 

The movie features an 80 percent 
Native American cast. 

The story follows main character 
Virgil First Raise - played by Spen
cer-who is in search of his renegade 
wife who leaves town without notice 
and with First Raise's beloved rifle. 

The film was shot at various loca
tions around the area and took about 
a month for completion. 

The interns stayed in the dorms at 
Montana State University Northern 
and worked on,g hours. 

"Each day we had to wake up rath
er early and sometimes the set would 
be 45 minutes away," remembered 
Shanoa Pinkham. "Our days ended 
usually around IO p.m." 

And timing, according to Spencer, 
is key to working in this business. 

"It's so cool to see young Native 
people working and achieving their 

goals. There is a lot of talent here 
and I think they are learning a lot of 
real fast on-the-job-training which is 
very tough - especially in a movie," 
reflected Spencer. "Tt's all about 
time. It comes down to timing, tim
ing and you've got to be on." 

Media experience helped 
Dallas Pinkham and Shanoa 

Pinkham have been working with 
Longhouse Media for about 5-6 

Yakama Nation fills 11 jobs 

Northwest Tribal Colorectal Cancer Sun1mit 
TOPPENISH - The Yakama Na

tion has filled eleven positions with
in its organization Sept. I l through 
24, according to a report from the 
Yakama Nation Human Services of
fice. 

Edward L. Mann at Yakama 
Branch of Forestry as a tribal for
ester; 

October 25th 
Northwest Tribal Colorectal Clinical Cancer Update 

Experts Include: 
Dee Ann DeRoin, MD 
{Ioway Tribe of Kansas) 
Donald Warne, MD, MPH 
(Oglala Lakota) 
Melany Cueva, EdD 

.. ~ 
1115P {JTf'~ I 

October 26th 

Register On ine: 
www.surveymonkey.com/ s/2011 CRCSummit 

The new workers and their respec
tive jobs include: 

Rosalie M . Ferri at Environmental 
Restoration and Waste Management 
as an archaeologist II; 

Ilene L. Goudy at Tribal Head 
Start as a substitute teacher assistant; 

Leanda R. Jim at Tribal Head Start 
as a substitute teacher assistant; 

Richard G. Maib at Yakama Trib
al High School as a cross-country 
coach; 

Savannah R. Sammaripa at Tribal 
Head Start as a substitute teacher as
sistant; 

Shannon L. Shelton at Yakama 
Contract Health Services as a refer
ral specialist; 

Crystal L. Spradlin at Tribal Head 
Start-White Swan as a teacher; 

Lowell J. Stone at Yakama Tribal 
School as a substitute teacher; 

My-Xi-Kee T. Tanewasha at Tribal 
Head Start as a substitute teacher as
sistant; and 

Jasway Umtuch III at Tribal Head 
Start as a substitute teacher assistant. 

Brazilian tribe's 'unequalled' suicide rate 
highlighted on World Mental Heath Day 

By JOAO RIPPER 
Survival International 

BRAZ[L - On World Mental 
Health Day, Oct. 10, Survival Inter
national has warned of the fatal and 
lasting consequences land loss can 
have on indigenous peoples. 

An epidemic of suicide unique in 
South America has beset one tribe in 
Brazil - the Guarani. More than 625 
Guarani have taken their lives since 
1981, the youngest just 9 years old. 

The tribe has seen virtually all 
its land stolen in recent decades by 
farmers and cattle ranchers . 

According to the World Health Or
ganization, "Indigenous peoples of
ten have elevated suicide rates com
pared with the general population in 
their countries. Depending on the 
place and age group, the suicide rate 

can be over 100/ 100,000 per year, 
and two, three or more times higher 
than the general population." 

This is particularly prevalent 
amongst the Guarani. A study initi
ated by Brazil's Ministry of Health 
found the suicide rates amongst the 
tribe to be 19 times higher than the 
national average. It also noted a dis
proportionate effect on young and 
adolescent Guarani. 

"What could be a clearer sign of 
• these people's desperation than their 

children killing themselves? Lt's a 
shameful indictment of Brazil's eco
nomic 'miracle' - stealing Guarani 
land destroys their livelihoods. Their 
mental health remains intact when 
they are granted the legal right to 
their land," said Survival's Director 
Stephen Corry Oct. 7. 

years. 
a~nd I first got started w ith 

Long e r:,[edia in ' ir y ... 
Works op where youth make a film 
in 36 hours and see it premier at the 
Seattle International Film Festival," 
said Shanoa Pinkham. "It was so ex
citing to see it on the big screen." 

Central to Longhouse Media is, 
"The belief that young people are 
the next generation of storytellers 
and educators and we focus much 
of our efforts on our nationally ac
claimed youth media program 'Na
tive Lens."' 

According to Shanoa Pinkham, 
Longhouse Media's mission is right 
on the beaten path she has taken. 

"As Miss Yakama Nation this year, 
one of the things that I would really 
like to advocate with the youth is to 
empower them to pursue media and 
filmmaking and storytelling," she 
said. "It's really important for our 
youth to know who they are and to 
have that strong identity. It's also im
portant to make sure that through my 
service to my community I am doing 
the best that I can to be involved and 
out in places where Natives usually 
are not." 

She had the opportunity to take a 
break from the internship and con
tinue her role and mission as Miss 
Yakama Nation by traveling to Har
lem, Mont., a small town about 45 
minutes east of Havre, Mont. 

"I spoke at a Harlem High School 
assembly about Longhouse Media 
and what we were doing with the 
film," she said. "I also talked about 
the positive opportunities that are 
out there and available to them." 

The Harlem community is about 
42 percent Native American. 

"It really makes me feel good be
cause I know that down the road one 
of these Native interns might be in 
charge of their own movie or pro
ducing their own movie or in charge 
of wardrobe in some big budget film 
and . . . it's a good thing. It's a really 
good thing," Spencer concluded. 

Recently, the Wlnter in the Blood 
crew, with the help of Longhouse 
Media and the multimedia interns 
through social media initiatives, 
raised $67,223 towards the film -
and in part - to fund the Native in
tern program. They exceeded their 
goal by over $7,000, with the gen
erous support of Indian Country and 
Public Television viewers. 

The film wrapped up Sept. 4, with 
a release date to be announced. 
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Former tribal officer convicted Echo Hawk swears in sixth Haskell president 
on lesser of three charges 
By CHRIS BRISTOL and MAI 
HOANG 
Yakima Herald-Republic 

YAKlMA, Wash. (AP) - A Ya
kima County jury OCT. 4 acquitted 
former Yakama tribal police officer 
Anthony Hernandez of kidnapping 
a man he found in bed with his es
tranged wife. 

The jury also acquitted Hernan
dez of reckless endangerment but 
convicted him of felony harassment 
for threatening to kill the man, who 
turned out to be the stepson of the 
Zillah police chief. All three deci
sions were unanimous. 

The mixed verdict means Hernan
dez still faces a sentence of 19 lo 21 
months in prison but not nearly the 
eight to 10 years he faced had he 
been convicted of kidnapping. 

of Sept. 18, 2009. 
Hernandez was in uniform and on 

duty at the time, and there was no 
question that he detained Perez at 
gunpoint. The question is whether 
he had a right to and for how long. 

Earlier in the trial, Perez and Mi
randa Hernandez testified that Her
nandez repeatedly threatened to kill 
Perez after kicking in the locked door 
to Miranda Hernandez's bedroom. 
The officer, an enrolled member of 
the Yakama Nation, had moved out 
weeks earlier but still had a key to 
their house in Toppenish and would 
come by to feed his dog and pick up 
his mail. 

Hernandez, 28, and his supporters 
left the courtroom quickly after the 
verdict without speaking to report
ers. His attorney, Adam Moore, also 
declined comment. 

Hernandez testified that he overre
acted due to years of neurotic, needy 
behavior on the part of his estranged 
wife and that he released Perez, 
who had been handcuffed nude on 
the floor of the master bathroom, as 
soon as he realized his error. 

He said he threatened Perez, whom 
he had never met before, but only 
initially and only because he mistak
enly thought Perez was responsible 
for a bad gash to Miranda Hernan
dez's head. In actuality, the gash was 
caused when Hernandez kicked in 
the door. 

Photo courtesy of US Department of Interior 

James C. Redman, center, takes oath of office administered by Interior Sec. Larry Echo Hawk Oct. 7 in Haskell Indian Natins Univer
sity, Lawrence, Kansas. Mrs. Redman witnesses the event. 

On the other side, Chief Crimi
nal Deputy Prosecutor Ken Ramm 
pointed out that a felony conviction 
effectively prevents Hernandez, who 
was fired after his arrest, from ever 
working again as a police officer. 

The jury determined that Hernan
dez was in possession of a firearm 
when he detained Steven Perez; a 
finding that comes with a mandatory 
18-monthjail sentence in addition to 
the one-to-three months Hernandez 
would likely serve for felony harass
ment. 

"I think that shows that he abused 
his authority," Ramm said, adding 
later, "All things considered, I'm 
satisfied with the outcome." 

Prosecutors accused Hernandez of 
lashing out in anger after he found 
his estranged wife, Miranda, asleep 
in bed with another man the morning 

During the trial, Hernandez's attor
neys attacked the credibility of Perez 
and Miranda Hernandez, particular
ly their testimony that the incident 
lasted more than an hour. Evidence 
in the form of text messages from 
Anthony Hernandez's cell phone 
suggested the timeline was far more 
compressed. 

But Ramm scored major poiJlts 
with his assertion that Perez and Mi
randa Hernandez independently of 
each other gave similar. statements 
about the officer's angry, threatening 
behavior during the incident. 

A sentencing for Hernandez was 
scheduled for Nov. 18. 

WASHINGTON - Assistant Sec
retary-Indian Affairs Larry Echo 
Hawk Oct. 7 administered the oath 
of office to James C. Redman at his 
inauguration as Haskell Indian Na
tions University' s sixth president. 

The ceremony took place on the 
Haskell campus in Lawrence, Kan., 
where local dignitaries, tribal lead
ers, students, staff, faculty and fel
low regional academic community 
members joined Echo Hawk and 
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) 
Director Keith Moore. 

"I am pleased to be at Haskell to 
swear in James Redman as Haskell 
Indian Nations University's sixth 
president," Echo Hawk said. "He 
understands that Haskell is a proud 
institution with a long history of 
serving Indian Country. His leader
ship will ensure that Haskell contin-

ues to progress in its mission in the 
21st century." 

Moore continued he accolades. 
"Chris Redman is a proven leader 

and dedicated public servant," he 
said. "His commitment to Haskell, 
its students, staff and faculty, and to 
American Indian higher education, 
is unquestioned. Today signifies that 
a solid foundation is being built at 
Haskell." 

Redman, a Chickasaw in. Oklaho
ma, was an education specialist with 
the BIE who had served as Haskell 's 
acting president in times of need. 
His appointment to the position be
came effective on July 3, 2011. The 
swearing-in ceremony was held at 
the start of the 2011 Haskell Home
coming celebration. 

" I am honored to be sworn in by 
Assistant Secretary Echo Hawk 

and to have BIE Director Moore at 
Haskell," said Redman. "They are 
as committed as I am to Haskell's 
future and to continuing the positive 
changes they have made for the ben
efit of our students." 

Echo Hawk oversees the BIE, 
which operates the federal school 
system for Native American children 
from the nation's 565 federally rec
ognized tribes. 

The BIE implements federal edu
cation laws and provides funding to 
183 elementary and secondary day 
and boarding schools and peripheral 
dormitories located on 63 reserva
tions in 23 states and serving ap
proximately 41,000 students. 

The BIE also serves post secondary 
students through higher education 
scholarships and support funding to 
27 tribal colleges and universities 

and two tribal technical colleges. 
In addition to HINU, the BIE also 

directly operates the Southwestern 
Indian Polytechnic Institute in Albu
querque, N.M. 

Haskell Indian Nations University 
opened Sept. 1, 1884 as the U.S. In
dustrial Training School with a focus 
on agricultural education in grades 
one through five. 

The school was known as Haskell 
Institute until 1970 when it was 
transformed into a two-year higher 
education institution and renamed 
Haskell Indian Junior College. 

In 1993, the Assistant Secretary
Indian Affairs approved changing 
the school's name to its current form. 

Haskell has 22 students in 1884 
and the current average enrollment 
is over 1,000 students each semester 
from tribes across the U.S. 

Nez Perce ·ask Sen. CrapB· to help set table for salmon talks 
By ROCKY BAKER 
The Idaho Statesman 

The Nez Perce tribe is asking Sen. Mike Crapo to 
help establish a stakeholder's "solution table" to negoti
ate a long term agreement on salmon and power in the 
Columbia Basin. 

Chairman Brooklyn D. Baptiste wrote Crapo Sep
tember 26 that the recent decision by U.S. District Judge 
James Redden striking down yet another biological 
opinion on the Columbia and Snake dam operations, 
provides yet another opportunity to work toward a per
manent solution to the controversy that has been going 
on since 1990. The tribe is in a unique position to speak 
since it had not joined other Columbia tribes in the Ac
cords with the federal agencies, Washington, Montana 
and Idaho. 

But it had reached a deal on water rights with Idaho 
and its water users over its claims to the Snake River. 
It still works with the tribes in the Columbia River In
tertribal Fish Commission yet stands with Oregon, en
vironmentalists, sporting companies and fishermen as 
challengers in court to the biological opinion. 

Baptiste made it clear if the Obama Administration 
is willing to accept the status quo and unwilling to push 
for a long term plan the Nez Perce were prepared to sue 
again when the time comes. But he recognized that Cra
po, as much as any leader in the region recognizes the 
potential for a truly collaborative solution that satisfies 
all sides. 

"In conjunction with the legal discussions that would 

be necessary between National Wildlife Federation, 
the State of Oregon, the Tribe and the United States, 
the Tribe believes there will be value in establishing a 
stakeholder "solutions table" to explore all scientifically
sound options and to help develop recommendations to 
the Administration and Congress that could lead to the 
recovery of imperiled populations of salmon and steel
head while simultaneously providing new opportunities 
that accommodate and even enhance the social and eco
nomic needs of affected communities and of the region 
at large," he wrote. 

Crapo's office said he has received the letter, as well 
as letters from other stakeholders with different posi
tions. 

"He appreciates the insight of Chairman Baptiste 
and others, and agrees that long-term litigation is not a 
long-term policy or solution," wrote Communications 
Director Lindsay Nothem. "At the same time, the sena
tor believes that there needs to be more support from the 
various parties before we can move forward with another 
collaborative effort." 

Information from, The Idaho Statesman, www.ida
hostatesman.com , 

Here is the whole letter: 
Honorable Michael D. Crapo United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 
Re: Issues surrounding_ mainstem hydro litigation 

(National Wildlife Federation et a/ v. National Marine 
Fisheries Service, District of Oregon) 

Dear Senator Crapo: 
I write to you on behalf of the Nez Perce Tribe 

,,------------------~ (Tribe). The Tribe would like to emphasize the timely 
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Everyday, some lucky 
gas customer will win 

FREE GAS 
at 

TOPPMART 
CHEVRON 

opportunity that exists to explore - carefully and com-
prehensively - solutions to the ongoing litigation over 
the operation of the federal dams in the Columbia River 
Basin. 

The Tribe believes that among the lessons learned 
in the most recent round of this longstanding litigation 
are two that should strike all parties, on all sides - and 
perhaps collaborative political leaders such as you even 
more - as particularly significant. First, partial collabo
rations - operational plans that address the concerns of 
only a segment of stakeholders in a complex matter of 
litigation - do not work. In the end, the rule of law is in
tended to be applied by the courts disinterestedly, even if 
its application were demanded by only one entity. 

Second, the long-term certainty that was the apparent 
z intention of the accords signed by many state and tribal 

sovereigns does not exist. The Oregon District Court's 
recent ruling concludes that the present plan of opera
tions for the lower Snake River and main stem hydro 
system does not satisfy the law, and offers at most the 
Court's allowance of an interim period of operallon, with 

907 w. 1" Ave. Toppenish WA injunctive spill, while NOAA Fisheries faces again its 
Customers will be randomly selected to win free legal obligations with respect to the listed species. 

FUELING THE YAKAMA 
NATION SINCE 2005 

gas. Drawing takes place randomly everyday. There may be people and entities that are satisfied 
See store for details. with this form of uncertainty. If they were to constitute 

Follow us on Facebook the prevailing view, the Tribe and, it is confident, the 
State of Oregon and the fishing and conservation groups Also pick up your EZ Money loyalty card and 

save op all your purchases ipcludin& fuel, that make up the NWF plaintiffs, are prepared to con-
,•-------~~Ml-.---.-.~---.,~--.,~,,-~,~ tinue their demand for compliance with federal law as 

long as needed. But the Tribe believes this type of un
certainty will be unacceptable to people and entities that 
prefer comprehensive problem-solving and long-range 
planning. They will recognize the simultaneous opportu
nity presented by this litigation to carefully craft a solu
tion that is more far-reaching, and beneficial to the entire 
Northwest region, than mere 10-year operational actions 
and biological opinions. 

The Tribe believes that you possess a broader and 
more long-term view of these issues, and may see the op
portunity presented here. The Tribe believes that among 
the key immediate needs, in order to even begin to take 
advantage of this situation, is the engagement and un
derstanding of the relevant federal agencies at a Wash
ington, DC level, and that you can assist with that effort. 

In conjunction with the legal discussions that would 
be necessary between NWF, the State of Oregon, the 
Tribe and the United States, the Tribe believes there will 

be value in establishing a stakeholder "solutions table" 
to explore all scientifically-sound options and to help 
develop recommendations to the Administration and 
Congress that could lead to the recovery of imperiled 
populations of salmon and steelhead while simultane
ously providing new opportunities that accommodate 
and even enhance the social and economic needs of af
fected communities and of the region at large. Again, 
the Tribe believes that you can assist with this concept. 

None of us can predict whether such an explora
tion would be successful. But continuing the interim 
approaches of the past should be seen as risky, and the 
failure to even make an effort at truly long-term plan
ning and problem-solving should be seen as unaccept
able. Thank you for your time and consideration of these 
issues. Please contact me by any means and at any time 
with thoughts or questions. 

Very trnly yours, Brooklyn D. Baptist Chainnan 

Early Detection is 
the Best Prevention 

Yuck! Who would honestly WANT to participate in the collection of their own feces (poop)?! Of course no
body really wants to turn in any 'samples' of their own fecal waste, but if you will just follow a few embarrass
ing basic steps, you could help protect yourself, your family, and your community. 

Here are the facts: 
1) Cancer is the third (3rd

) leading cause of death for American 11,uians and Alaska Native (Al/AN) 
Americans of a ll ages. 
2) Cancer is the second (2nd

) leading cause of death for American Indians over the age of 45. (The 
number of all Yakama I.H.S. clinic patients over age 45=7790, the number of all Yakama I.H.S. clinic patients 
enrolled Yakama=2582). 
3) The risk of colorectal cancer increases if there is a history of the disease within your family, or any 
personal history of inflammatory bowel disease. 
4) The average new cases of colorectal cancer for Al/AN residents in Washington state was forty-one 
(41) from 2006-2008. This is the highest number per population in Washington state. 

The best method of prevention is to do the colorectal cancer screenings recommended by the CDC. Screenings 
start at age SO, and the simplest, least invasive method is to the complete the at-home screening tests. The 
Fecal Occult Blood Test (FOBT) is a packet of 3 cards (about the size of a business card) that require a smear 
of feca l matter on each card. When the cards are turned into the I.H.S. cl inic, the lab techs use a chemical on 
the back of the sample, The actual sample submitted by the patient, is never seen by the lab tech, nurse, or 
provider. The test looks for blood in the feces, which would require further testing. 
- By completing the yearly FOBT screenings, the results have averaged a 33.4% reduction in cancer mortality. If 
there are any findings of any positive results in the FOBT tests, means finding possible precautions that could 
lead to polyps, which could lead to cancer so getting the screenings done yearly could really help prevent any 
further problems that may occur in the future. 
- Other risk factors for colorectal cancer include smoking, alcohol consumption, physical inactivity, and a diet 
with high-fat intake with low amounts of fruits and vegetables. 
- The best time is now - contact your Primary Care Provider at I.H.S. and ask about completing the FOBT 
screenings. Your provider or nu rse will give you a small packet_ to take home and complete, then submit your 
cards back to the clinic for testing. Help protect yourself from one of the most preventable causes of cancer, 
while protecting your family and community at the same time. 
- For questions about the FOBT screenings, please contact Pam Leslie, Management Analyst at 509-865-1790. 
References: 
*WA State Cancer Registry at www.doh.gov 
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:· Yakama popular boxer at Emerald Queen Casino 
.l' 

L 

By RONNIE WASHINES 
Yakama Nation Review 

TOPPENISH - A Yakama Nation boxer has established himself as a crowd favorite at the 
Emerald Queen Casino's Bout on the Boat series hosted by the Puyallup Tribe. 

Randell Corpuz, ofYakima, Wash., won by unanimous decision over Nalo Leal, of Spokane, 
Wash., in a four-round bout last August 27 in Tacoma, Wash. 

Corpuz, fighting at the I 40-pound class, said he knew he was pitted 
against a seasoned boxer. 

"Before the fight, I was leery and nervous because Nalo had a lot 
, of pro exP.erience," he said. '1 knew this was not going to be an easy 

fight. He had a lot of professional rounds to his credit - although 
he did have I l loses." 

The 26-year-old Leal now has a dozen losses 
\ after the judges gave Corpuz a 40-36, 39-37 

and 39-37 decision-win. 
\ Corpuz gained confidence as the bout 

move on and he was able to find his box-
;;i,: \ ing groove early in the bout. 
H, ' "About ten seconds into the first 
'( round, I caught him with a right hook 
-1· to the head, which sent him to the can-
·(· vas. It was ruled a knockdown," he 
C said "I surprised myself and thought 
'.>1'. 'That was a perfect punch and it was 
•• Randell Corpuz lands right to the body of Nalo Leal Aug. 27 in Tacoma, Wash. Photo courtesy of Randell Corpuz Jr. 
-1--
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,. Why Jacoby Ellsbury should be 
J . 

~: the American League MVP _,.. 

., 
J · By RALPH RICHARDSON 

-· Jacoby MaCabe Ellsbury, the first 
•: Native American of Navajo de
~ scent to reach the Major Leagues 

">: and member of the Colorado River 
:,. Tribes, is one of those rare athletes 
«· who are good at every sport they 

play. Born to Jim and Margie Ells
bury, Jacoby was a great basketball, 
football, and baseball player in high 
school. In his senior year, Jacoby hit 
.681 and had 82 stolen bases. 

Ellsbury's rareness reached new 
- . heights this season, as he joined only 
JI sil( o'tl r p1a, Cl'.· iii major league 
,1. baselfill lli!ttot1,.in<l the first eve; for 
"··the Roston Red Sox to have 3 0 or 

more home rnns, 30 or more steals, 
200 or more hits and I 00 or more 

~, RBIs in a single season. He joins 
the likes of Hank Aaron, Alex Rodri

• '. guez and Valdimir Guerrero. 
The question for Red Sox fans, 

second after "how in the world did 
":- they collapse and not make the play
J. • offs?" is ,~hether their one shining 

light wil I win the American League's 
,, · Most Valuable Pla)er award, which 
-,,.· would make him the first American 
.... · 1ndian to earn the distinction. 

Before we take a longer look at 
~. Ellsbury's mind-blowing 20 I I sea

:• son, let's take a look back on the 
"' "road Ellsbury took in becoming the 
->best player on a very talented, if un-

der achieving, team. 
-, Jacoby was drafted by the Boston 
.~ . Red Sox in the l st round (23rd over
-~, all) in 2005, and was called up to the 
11. majors on June 30, 2007. By the end 
.! , of the 2007 season he was named 
~ · MLB 's American League rookie of 

the month for September 2007. 
In 2008 Ellsbury displayed the all 

around talent that the Boston Red 
Sox saw when they drafted him in 
the first round. He finished the sea
son with 50 steals to lead the Ameri
can League. He has also established 
his prowess in center field, playing 
178 straight games, or I ,430 innings, 
without committing an error. Ells
bury finished third in the AL Rookie 

1
_ of the Year voting, behind Evan 

I 

Longoria of the Tamp Bay Rays and 
Alexi Ramirez of the Chicago White 
Sox. 

In 2009, Ellsbury followed up his 
great rookie season with another 
exciting year. He led the American 
League in stolen bases for the sec
ond consecutive year, improving on 
his previous season's output by add
ing 20 stolen bases, to finish with 70. 
He also led the AL in triples, with 
10, and won Defensive Player of 
the Year in MLB.com's annual This 
Year in Baseball Awards 2009. 

20 IO was a glitch in the system for 
the fast rising Ellsbury, as he was 
plagued.by injuries all season, sus
taining hairline fractures to four of 
his ribs after a collision with team
mate Adrian Beltre. Despite re
peated attempts to come back, his 
ribs were slow to recover, and he 
re-aggravated the injury in an Au
gust game against the Texas Rang
ers. In total, Ellsbury played in only 
18 games. 

In December of 2010, the Red Sox 
sent a major shockwave through the 
league when they signed All-Star 
left fielder Carl Crawford to a gi
gantic $ I 42 million contract. Ells
bury's status as the star outfielder for 
the team was diminished due to his 
brntal 2010 season. Many in Boston 
wondered if Ellsbury would remain 
on the team much longer, or find 
himself traded. 

Now, the question is what will Red 
Sox general manager Theo Epstein 
give to Ellsbury to keep him in Bos
ton after his monster season. Craw
ford, meanwhile, a stand-up guy 
who placed the blame for his terrible 
season on his own shoulders alone, 
hit a measly .255 with I I home runs 
and 56 RBIs. 

Ellsbury's season, however, was 
one for the history books. As the 
Sox Jeadoff hitter, he contributed 
an incredible average with a ton of 
power to have one of the greatest 
single seasons for a leadoff man in 
the sport's history. He hit .321 with 
32 homernns, I OS RBIs, scored 119 
runs, had a .376 on base percentage 

and stole 38 stolen bases. His on 
base and slugging percentage was a 
jaw dropping .93 L. While his team 
went into a historic, crushing swoon 
in the month of September, blowing 
their playoff chances with a 7-20 re
cord, Ellsbury alone almost carried 
them into the playoffs. He hit .358 
with 8 home runs, 2 I RBIs and I I 
doubles in September. 

There are several American 
League MVP candidates that Ells
bury will be competing with, and de
spite the fact that MVP voters aren't 
supposed to take in a team's playoff 
status, surely it goes into the thought 
process. These players include 
the Yankees' center fielder, Curtis 
Granderson, and the Detroit Tigers' 
pitcher Justin Verlander, both helped 
along by being the best players on 
their respective playoff teams. The 
Blue Jay's Jose Bautista, who had a 
monster year, is in a similar boat to 
lillsbury, he -had an incredible per
formance for an under-performing 
team that missed the playoffs. 

The BBWAA (Baseball writers of 
Association of America) members 
assigned to the National League and 
American League Most Valuable 
Player committee are told, "There is 
no clear-cut definition of what tv{ost 
Valuable means. It is up to the indi
vidual voter to decide who was the 
Most Valuable Player in each league 
to his team. The MVP need not come 
from a division winner or other play- , 
off qualifier." 

The rules of the voting remain the 
same as they were written on the first 
ballot in 1931: ( l) actual value of a 
player to his team, that is, strength 
of offense and defense; (2) number 
of games played; (3) general char
acter, disposition, loyalty and effort; 
(4) former winners are eligible; and 
(5) members of the committee may 
vote for more than one member of 
a team." 

Using these guidelines, lets cri
tique Curtis Granderson, Jose Bau
tista, and Justin Verlander against 
Ellsbury. 

Justin Verlander, the right-handed 
ace for the Detroit Tigers, had a 
dream season. He compiled a 24-5 
record, with a 2.40 ERA, 250 strike-
outs, four complete games and two 
shutouts. Detroit has won the last 
12 Verlander starts. He's a shoe-in 
for the American League Cy Young 
award, but an MVP pitcher? Ver-

,~ .------------------------~ 

lander's own manager, Jim Ley
land, doesn't seem to think pitchers 
should be in the MVP running. "I 
don't think a pitcher should be the 
most valuable player. I just think 
when a guy goes out there I 58 times 
or I 55 times and has a big year, 
I don't think the guy that goes out 
there 35 times should be named over 
that guy." Ellsbury played in a stag
gering I 58 games this season. 

The New York Yankees Curtis 
Granderson smashed 4 l home runs, 
had 119 RBIs and 25 stolen bases. 
He is tied for the major league lead 
in RB[s, is two off the major league 
lead in home runs, and is just the 
second player ever, next to Hall of 
Farner Willie Mays, to have 40 hom
ers, 100 RBIs, 100 runs scored, 20 
steals, and 10 triples in the same 
season (Mays did it in 1955). Grand
erson's just the third Yankee cen-

1 terfielder ever to hit 40 home runs, 
keeping company with Joe DiMag
gio and Mickey Mantle. Grander
son's case isn't hurt by putting up 
these numbers on the best team in 
the American League, but with a 
.262 average and 169 strikeouts, his 
numbers aren't as well rounded as 
Ellsbury's. 

Then there's the Toronto Blue Jays 
Jose Bautista? He hit .302 with a 
whopping 43 home runs and 103 
RBIs. Bautista led the majors in on
base percentage and slugging per
centage, and has played a solid third 
base when the Blue Jays needed 
him to do so. He is also a very good 
defensive right fielder with a great 
glove and powerful arm. If every
thing was even, Bautista would have 

NORTH CENTRAL 
2B VOLLEYBALL 

KITTITAS 3, WHITE SWAN 0: At 
Kittitas, Wash., Tori O'Shaughnessy 
had seven kills and Dakota Adams 
added five kills to lead the Coyotes 
(5-1) past White Swan in a league 
match, 25-22, 25-22, 25-15 on Oc
tober 4. 
Kittitas highlights: Tori 
O'Shaughnessy 7 kills; Dakota Ad
ams 5 kills; Kaitlynn Kilgore 7 digs, 
7 aces. 
White Swan highlights: Shelby 
Clark 2 blocks, I 5 assists; )essica 
Sheppard 3 kills, 3 blocks; Evelyne 

easy to drop him."' 
He said he followed up with the same attack, but when Leal went down 

a second time, it was ruled a slip. Leal recovered and used his experience to 
pul I himself back into the bout. 

"Further into the first round, his experience kicked in and he began to 
catch my timing and box with me," Corpuz said. "When he began trading 
exchanges, I knew and felt he was a true boxer." 

The fight went on through the full four rounds with Corpuz, encouraged 
from his corner men to be offensive and keep the pressure on Leal. 

"I threw straight right leads to the body because he was taunting me by 
putting his hands in the air as if my hits to his body did not hurt him. So when 
he gave me the opportunities, I fired to the body," Corpuz said. "Eventually, 
he stopped letting me hit him in the body." 

Leal, who came in with a 4-win, 11-loss and 2-draws, was a fill-in fighter 
after the Corpuz' original opponent pulled out. 

Corpuz respected his opponent for stepping in to fill the card. 
"As my hand was raised, I looked at Leal in the eye and sincerely thanked 

him for fighting me," he said. 
Corpuz also thanked his comer men - his trainer, Chris Corpuz; his sec

ond, Jose Ocompo; and his cut-man and trainer, Dumont Welliver. He also 
said he appreciated the Glen Evans Boxing Gym ofYakima and the Spokane 
School of Boxing for sparring and training site use. 

Corpuz will be back to training for the Battle on the Boat 84 Nov. S, when 
he goes up against Guillero Delgadillo Jr. in a 140-pount bout in the Emerald 
Queen Casino. The doors open at 6 p.m., with the first bout set for 7 p.m. 

jJ 

Jacoby Ellsbury 110• 

AP file photo 

a much greater chance of winning 
the MVP, but since the Blue Jays had 
a mediocre season, this will penalize 
him as much as the Red Sox swoon 
will Ellsbury. Bautista also doesn't 
have Ellsbury's speed on the base 
paths, had less RBIs, and half as 
many doubles as Ellsbury compiled. 

With incredible numbers a given 
for MVP candidates, one often has 
to look into more esoteric statistics 
to put some separation between the 
players. 

Fangraphs, a highly touted website 
focusing on baseball statistics, rates 
Ellsbury as having prevented 16 
more runs defensively than the aver-

Hawk 4 kills; Amber Jones 6 kills, 2 
blocks, 3 aces; Emily Dockin 5 kills 
S blocks; Marisa Spencer 6 assists. 

White Swan upends 
Warden,34-14 

WHITE SWAN, Wash. - Alex 
Sampson ran for three touchdowns 
and threw a two-point conversion 
pass as the White Swan Cougars 
won their second straight game Oct. 
8 over the Warden Cougars. 

Niko Nanez and Tony Picard also 
had scoring runs for White Swan, 
which led Warden 14-0 at halftime. 

age centerfielder, which blows away 
Granderson. In fact, Ellsbury's de
fensive numbers are best among 
centerfielders in the major leagues. 
All of Ellsbury's positive contribu
tions give him a total WAR (wins 
above replacement) of 9.7, meaning 
that the Red Sox won about 10 more 
games than they would have been 
expected to with a replacement-level 
centerfielder playing everyday. No 
one else in baseball has a higher 
WAR than 8.4, and only seven other 
American Leaguers have a WAR of 
at least seven. 

That's why Jacoby Ellsbury should 
be your American League MVP. 

White Swan 0 14 6 14 - 34 
Warden O O 7 7 -14 

WS -Alex Sampson 6 run (Samp
son run) 
WS - Sampson 8 run (run failed) 
WS - Niko Nanez 10 run (run 
failed) 
War -Adam Hansen 40 pass from 
Trent Bates (Jesus Rangel kick) 
WS - Sampson 12 run (Nathan 
Nobbs pass from Sampson) 
WS - Tony Picard 2 run (run 
failed) 
War - Hansen 20 pass from Bates 
(Rangel kick) 
lnformatio11from, Yakima Hera/d-Rebpublic, 
www.yakima-herald.com 

p 
Native Business: Pressure to Lend Three Rivers AAU fall league results for Sept. 25 and Oct. 2. 

r 
Banks are important to you and me because they 

are a mechanism to disperse money into the econo
my. Money can be used to buy seafood, travel into 
the reservation, and be spent with Indian owned busi
nesses. Today banks are regaining their strength. 
The healthiest institutions hold a decreasing number 
of problem loans and an enormous amount of capital. 
This is good news for qualified borrowers. 

For many the perception of banks is they are not 
lending. This is not true. If you could talk to credit 
officers you will find that banks have always wanted 
to lend. That is how they make money. The truth in 
lending practice is banks have maintained the same 
credit standards as before the economy crashed. As 
the economy slowed and business performance de
teriorated owners and their businesses did not qualify 
for credit. Banks held to their underwriting policy and 
credit criteria and did not lend to those not qualified. 
Some businesses failed -others fell on hard times and 
are currently "digging themselves out." 

If you have a business and want to borrow it is a 
good lime to talk to a banker. They want to lend mon
ey. Pressure within banks is building as capital levels 
climb. The message from bank executives to front 
line employees is: "loans, loans, loans.• If a bank 
does not deploy capital into the market where they 
can charge market rates for the use of the money 
then they hold the money on deposit with the Federal 
Reserve for a return of about a quarter point (0.25%). 
The opportunity cost of not injecting money into busi
ness owners' businesses and real estate is stagger
ing when you think about what a bank can charge 
a borrower. Banks and borrowers need each other. 

Jim Stanley is a tribal member of the Quinault Na
tion, Vice President of the Quinault Nation Enther
prise Board, and board member of the Northwest Na
tive American Chamber. He is a Senior Vice Presi
dent of Enterprise Cascadia, a loan fund, and freely 
shares his knowledge. 

Jim can be reached at sovereigndevelopment@ 

Games include 5th, 6th, junior varsity, varsity boys and girls 

YAKIMA - The Yakima Valley 
Amateur Athletic Union, in coopera
tion with the Yakima Valley Sports 
Authority, reported the following 
results for its Yakima Valley AAU 
Three Rivers Early Fall League 
2011. 

Sept. 25 z:ames; 
5th Grade Girls: Wapato Wild 
Things 22, East Valley Big Reds, 9; 
Shooting Stars, 30, Grandview Lady 
Hounds, 24. 
6th Grade Girls: Vipers, 22, East 
Valley Force, 6. 
Junior Varsity Boys: Wapato, 60, 
Naches Valley 45; Grandview, 65, 
West Valley, 50. 
Varsity Boys: Naches Valley, 69, El-

lensburg, 63; Wapato 84, West Val
ley #2, 58; Grandview, 79, Zillah, 
58; West Valley, 54, Eisenhower, 52; 
Chiawana, 69, Davis, 54. 
Varsity Girls: Moses Lake, 45, 
Hanford, 34; Big Rez Ballers, 66, 
Eisenhower, 27; Toppenish, 54, 
Eisenhower N, 27; Wapato, 72, Da
vis, 26; West Valley, 32, Ellensburg, 
27. 

Oct. 2 games: 
5th Grade Girls: Shooting Start, 33, 
Lady Miracles, 22; Lady Miracles, 
38, East Valley Big Reds, l; Grand
view Lady Hounds, 4 7, Wapato Wild 
Things, 10. 
6th Grade Girls: Cle Elum Swarm, 
37, Wapato Heat, 20; East Valley, 33, 

Selah HD Stars, 24; Wapato Shoot
ing Stars, 38, Sunnyside Grizz Girlz, 
6. 
Junior Varsity Boys: Hermiston, 
59, West Valley, 21; Hermiston, 58, 
Naches Valley, 31; Grandview, 72, 
Wapato, 54. 
Varsity Boys: Zillah, 67, West Val
ley #2, 36; Ellensburg, 75, LaSalle 
Lightning, 46; Naches Valley, 75, 

. LaSalle Lightning, 46; Naches Val
ley, 54, Cashmere, 47; Cashmere, 
69, Wapato, 60; Eisenhower, 65, 
Hanford, 61. 
Varsity Girls: Davis, 46, Eisenhow
er, 29; Wapato, 57, Ellensburg, 40; 
Big Rez Ballers, 63, Eisenhower JY, 
25; West Valley, 44, Toppenish, 27; 
Grandview, 59, Kennewick, 32. 



EMPLOYMENT 

Human Resources Training & De
velopment Specialist. Yakama Na
tion Human Resources. Tribal Ad
ministration. Hourly Wage: $24.90-
$26.15/Full-Time/Regular. The Hu
man Resources Training & Develop
ment Specialist provides advice and 
assistance to supervisors on training 
needs and opportunities, perfor
mance reviews, and recruitment 
strategies. The Training & Develop
ment Specialist will develop custom
ized professional, technical and lead
ership training programs with the 
Yakama Nation structure including 
comprehensive curriculum from in
troductory through advanced levels 
of technical instruction for individu
als, programs and departments. The 
Training & Development Specialist 
will also coordinate the employment 
process (e.g. administering hiring 
tests, scheduling interviews, new 
employee orientation, etc.) for the 
purpose of meeting Yakama Nation 
staffing requirements while com
plying with established guidelines. 
Skills and Abilities: Knowledge of 
.the Personnel Policy Manual, Su
pervisors Manual, Compensation 
Manual, Master Class Title/Code/ 
Pay Range Listing, Finance Manual, 
Drug and Alcohol Procedures Man
ual, and of HR Internal Controls. 
Knowledge of tribal administrative 
policies and procedures. Knowledge 
of the Yakama Nation governmental 
organization. Knowledge and abil
ity to learn the JD Edwards system. 
Knowledge, in general, of basic In
dian Civil Rights Laws relative to 
the work environment and employee 
issues. Knowledge and proficiency 
in computer use, specifically Mi
crosoft Office products including, 
Word, Excel, Power Point, and Ac
cess. Knowledge of research tech
niques, including statistical analysis 
and data collection. Ability to ana
lyze extreme personnel issues or sit
uations and apply an effective course 
of action in accordance with existing 
policies and procedures. Ability to 
remain flexible to changes in as
signments or situations, priorities 
and handle frequent interruptions. 
Ability to work closely with all HR 
staff to ensure a positive work en
vironment. Ability to establish and 
maintain effective working relation
ships with other department staff, 
supervisors/managers, elected offi
cials, and the public. Ability to meet 
the public and address problems, is
sues, and complaints tactfully, cour
teously and effectively. Ability to 
manage multiple complex projects 
and tasks with competing deadlines. 
Ability to communicate effectively, 
orally and in writing, with all levels 
of personnel including employees, 
supervisors, elected officials, etc. 
Ability to demonstrate a high degree 
of personal integrity and be able to 
maintain strict confidentiality. Abil
ity to work independently and pro
ductively with minimal supervision. 
Ability to enter, transcribe, record, 
store, or maintain information in 
written or electronic/magnetic form. 
Ability to keep up to date with on
going changes of computer software 

EMPLOYMENT 

and HR related databases . Ability to 
keep abreast of current and changing 
HR trends and practices. Indicators: 
Minimum of a Bachelor of Arts de
gree in Human Resources Manage
ment, Business or Public Adminis
tration, or related field, AND 3 years 
work experience in a comparable 
position with successful experience 
in recrui tment. Applicable experi
ence in a comparable administrative/ 
HR environment is acceptable in 
place of education. Required to pass 
a pre-employment drug and alcohol 
test. Reguirements: Required to suc
cessfully pass a background check. 
Must present a highly professional 
image and outstanding customer ser
vice to internal and external clients. 
Must maintain strict confidentiality. 
Proven record of regular and punc
tual attendance; strong work ethics. 
Job Announcement #: 2011-183, 
Closing Date: October 27,201 I . 

Equal Employment Opportu
nity Officer. Yakama Nation Hu
man Resources. Tribal Administra
tion. Hourly Wage: $27.45-$28.83/ 
Full-Time/Regular. Is responsible 
to administer Yakama Nation Equal 
Employment Opportunities in all 
areas of employment, training, and 
conduct of employees. This includes 
handling formal complaints, griev
ances, and appeals. Skills And Abili
ties: Knowledge of the Personnel 
Policy Manual, Supervisors Manu
al, Compensation Manual, Master 
Class Title/Code/Pay Range Listing, 
Finance Manual, Drug and Alcohol 
Procedures Manual, and of HR In
ternal Controls. Knowledge of tribal 
administrative policies and proce
dures. Knowledge of the Yakama 
Nation governmental organization. 
Knowledge and proficiency in com
puter use, specifically Microsoft Of
fice products including, Word, Excel, 
Power Point, and Access. Knowl
edge of administrative investigative 
methods and techniques, which in
cludes conflict analysis and resolu
tion. Knowledge of report writing 
techniques used to prepare accurate, 
comprehensive and detailed reports. 
Knowledge of interviewing tech
niques to obtain detailed informa
tion. Knowledge of applicable In
dian Civil Rights laws, regulations, 
and case law. Knowledge ofresearch 
techniques, including statistical 
analysis and data collection. Abil
ity to remain flexible to changes in 
assigpments or situations, priorities 
and handle frequent interruptions. 
Ability to work closely with all HR 
staff to ensure a positive work en
vironment. Ability to establish and 
maintain effective working relation
ships with other department staff, 
supervisors/managers, elected offi
cials, and the public. Ability to meet 
the public and address problems, is
sues, and complaints tactfully, cour
teously and effectively. Ability to 
manage multiple complex projects 
and tasks with competing deadlines. 
Ability to communicate effectively, 
orally and in writing, with all levels 
of personnel including employees, 
supervisors, elected officials, etc. 

EMPLOYMENT 

Ability to demonstrate a high degree 
of personal integrity and be able to 
maintain strict confidentiality. Abil
ity to work independently and pro
ductively with minimal supervision. 
Ability to enter, transcribe, record, 
store, or maintain information in 
written or electronic/magnetic form. 
Ability to keep up to date with on
going changes of computer software 
and HR related databases. Ability to 
exercise independent initiative and 
judgment. Ability to exercise diplo
macy when dealing with people in 
sensitive situations. Ability to apply 
active listening techniques to obtain 
complete and accurate information. 
Indicators: Requires a Bachelor's 
Degree in Human Resources, Busi
ness Administration or Law, Pub
lic Administration, or related field 
AND 3years professional experi
ence in conducting administrative 
investigations. Required to pass a 
pre-employment drug & alcohol 
test. Reguirements: Required to suc
cessfully pass a background check. 
Must present a highly professional 
image and outstanding customer ser
vice to internal and external clients. 
Must maintain strict confidentiality. 
Proven record of regular and punc
tual attendance; strong work ethics. 
Job Announcement #: 2011-184, 
Closing Date: October 27, 2011. 

Special Projects/Inventory Con
trol. Wildlife Resource Management 
Department of Natural Resources 
Hourly Wage: $13 .87/Full-Time/ 
Regular. Is responsible to perform 
technical office duties. Provides as
sistance with special projects, public 
Hunting Program, and property/in
ventory control. Conducts a physical 
inventory of all program equipment 
and vehicles. Ensures all items are 
numbered, tagged, and data posted 
to an inventory control file. Main
tains custodial responsibility of all 
capital equipment and all aspects of 
fleet vehicle management. Data up
dates are provided to bookkeepers 
for monthly payments. Maintains fil
ing system, in particular for property 
and inventory control and of vehi
cles for fiscal accountability. Obtains 
bids to purchase capital equipment, 
sensitive equipment, and major ve
hicle repairs. Monitors equipment 
purchases up to the time of delivery. 
Is responsible for inventory and dis
tribution of office, vehicle, and gate 
keys. Indicators: High School di
ploma preferred AND two years of 
progressively responsible work ex
perience in property and inventory 
control with attention to grant and 
contract capital equipment policies 
and regulations and experience in all 
aspects of vehicle fleet management. 
Prefer up to three years of computer 
experience to include MS Excel, MS 
Word, and JD Edwards. Required to 
pass a pre-employment drug and al
cohol test. Must possess a valid WA 
State Driver's License with ability 
to obtain a tribal permit. Pass a pre
employment criminal background 
check (if applicable). Job Announce
ment#: 2011-185, Closing Date: Oc
tober 26, 2011. 

' YAK.AMA NATION REVIEW - OCTOBER 10, 2011 PAGE 11 

EMPLOYMENT 

Accounting Advisor. Central Ac
counting Department of Finance 
Hourly Wage: $ I 6.85/Full-Time/ 
Regular. Is responsible to handle ac
counts payable and process incom
ing purchase orders, personal service 
vouchers, and travel authorizations. 
Edits accounts payable input. Moni
tors and maintains purchase order 
obligations and travel authorization 
advances. Assists tribal employees in 
completing accounts payable docu
ments, prepares program correspon
dence, and provides programs with 
technical information as requested. 
Verifies purchases make by all 
grants and contract programs. Pro
vides assistance on special projects 
as needed. At year-end will provide 
assistance to process IRS required 
documents. Provides assistance to 
analyze adjustments and reconcile 
financial statements for audits. On 
a daily basis assists the Accounting 
Manager with verification of cash 
deposits and online banking recon
ciliations. Performs other related 
financial accounting duties required 
to meet compliance requirements of 
GAAP and 0MB Circulars. Skills 
and Abilities: Knowledge of gener
ally accepted accounting principles 
and practice (GAAP). Knowledge 
of 0MB Circulars A-87 and A-I 02. 
Knowledge of basic principles, prac
tices, and procedures of governmen
tal fund accounting. Knowledge of 
professional governmental and com
mercial administrative principles, 
theories, concepts and procedures. 
Knowledge of basic grants and con
tracts policies and procedures, spe
cifically, the invoicing procedures. 
Knowledge of current literature, 
developments, and trends in the ac
counting field. Knowledge of the 
Yakama Nation Finance Manual 
and travel policies and procedures. 
Knowledge of basic purchasing poli
cies and procedures. Knowledge of 
YN computerized financial account
ing system. Ability to utilize general 
mathematics. Ability to accomplish 
workload timely and meet deadlines. 
Ability to edit and enter data accu
rately on a computer terminal. Abili
ty to communicate effectively orally 
and in written form. Ability to estab
lish and maintain effective working 
relationships. Ability to communi
cate effectively with fellow employ
ees, state and federal agencies. Skill 
in use of automated equipment. Skill 
in use of a computer and assorted 
software programs. Indicators: AA 
degree required AND two years of 
progressively responsible bookkeep
ing or accounts management work in 
governmental fund accounting. OR, 
Four years experience as a Book
keeper IV or Program Coordinator. 
Reguirements: Must possess a valid 
Washington State Driver's License. 
Required to pass a pre-employment 
drug and alcohol test. Pre-employ
ment criminal background check. 
Job Announcement #: 2011-186, 
Closing Date: October 19, 20 l l. 

Cook. Yakarna Nation Tribal School 
Department of Health & Human 
Services Hourly Wage: $9.38/Full-

EMPLOYMENT 

Time/Regular Location: YN Tribal 
School. Employee is responsible to 
provide assistance to prepare and 
serve daily meals at the Yakama Na
tion Tribal School. Provides assis
tance to the Food Service Manager 
to prepare menus, food items, and 
trays. Assists to clean kitchen area 
and wash cooking equipment. Re
guirements: Must have no history 
of alcohol or drug abuse. Must have 
no history of child abuse or neglect. 
Must pass a criminal background 
check. A current nrst-aid/CPR card 
is required. Required to pass a pre
employment drug and alcohol test. 
Job Announcement #: 2011-187, 
Closing Date: October I 9, 2011. 

Substitute Teacher, (4) Four Posi
tions. Yakama Nation Tribal School. 
Department of Health & Human 
Services. Hourly Wage: $17. 70 /In
termittent/On-Call. August through 
June 2011-2012 School Year. This is 
a professional teaching position for 
the academic subject areas required 
by the Yakama Nation Tribal Jr/Sr 
High School. Content areas are but 
not limited to the following: Eng
lish, Language Arts, Reading, Math, 
Science, History, Psychology, Busi
ness Courses, health, Physical Edu
cation and Special Education. This 
position provides support services 
in the form of supplying resources, 
training and technical assistance to 
regular educators. Reguirements: 
Possession of a valid Washington 
State Driver's License with ability to 
acquire a Tribal driver 's permit. In
surable under the Yakama Nation In
surance Program. Current medical/ 
physical examination, including TB 
skin test. Must pass a criminal his
tory background check. No history 
of child abuse or neglect. No history 
of alcohol/drug abuse for at least one 
year prior to application. Preference 
given to qualified enrolled Yakama. 
Must be able to pass a pre-employ
ment Drug and Alcohol test. Job An
nouncement #: 2011-188, Closing 
Date: October 20, 2011. 

Fish Genetics Laboratory Techni
cian 
Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission is seeking to fill a lab 
technician position at the Hagerman 
Fish Culture Experiment Station 
located in Hagerman, ID. Requires 
high school diploma or equivalent, 
knowledge of basic scientific prin
ciples attained through education or 
experience, computer proficiency, 
knowledge of or ability to learn lab 
techniques and protocols, ability to 
stand 4-6 hours/day and other physi
cal requirements oflab environment. 
Relevant fish genetic knowledge and 
experience and Associates or Bach
elors degree in scientific field desir-
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able. Full details of the position and 
application process are available at 
the CRITFC website, www.critfc. 
org, or by calling 503-238-0667. 
Native Americ;m hiring preference 
is applied to all CRITFC positions. 
Recruitment closes on Oct 21, 20 l l. 

NOTICES 

Yakama Nation Children's Court 
In reference to: D-10-061; 062; 063. 
Summons by publication to: BA5JI:: 
ENDA LEWIS, Mother and RW1:: 
ERT LITTLEBULL. Father, of 
above named child (ren). And to any 
other person having a parental inter
est in the above-named child (ren); 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that a proceeding is pending in the 
matter of the welfare of the above
named child/ren; that a CONTIN• 
UED DEPENDENCY HEARING 
will be held on: NOVEMBER 15,. 
2011 AT 1: 30 P,M, in the Yakama 
Nation Children's Courtroom 11 
Wishpoosh Road, Toppenish, WA. 
YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED 
YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO LEGAL 
REPRESENTATION at your own 
choice and expense. IF YOU HAVE 
ANY OBJECTION to the relief 
prayed for in said Dependency Pe
tition being granted, please appear 
at said date and time to be heard. 
Further information can be obtained 
by calling the Yakama Nation Tribal 
Prosecutor's office. DATED this 
14th, day September 2011. 
Susan Aleck, Court Clerk 
Yakama Nation Children's Court 
P.O. Box 151 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
(509) 865-5121 Ext. 4582 

LEGAL PUBLICATION FOR 
YAKAMA AGENCY/BIA/DOI, 
PO BOX 632, TOPPENISH, WA 
98948 
Steven George 
First date of publication: Aug11st 
19, 2011 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
has decided to restrict your Individu
al Indian Money (IIM) account. 
This public notice will be published 
once per publication period in four 
(4) consecutive publication issues. 
BIA will place a restriction on your 
IIM account five (5) days after the 
date of the fourth publication of the 
public notice. 
Your opportunity to request a hear
ing to challenge BIA's decision to 
restrict your IIM account will expire 
30 days after the date of the fourth 
publication of the public notice. 
For further information and instruc
tions on how to request a hearing, 
contact Superintendent, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, Yakama Agency at 

the following address: PO Box 632, 
Toppenish, WA 98948 or by tele
phone at (509) 865-5121. 

,.~or ttucstlons., comments., comt">lainbl nr sche.dulc,c pl~asC CJi1U the VakamD: ·Nat.Ion ·rrlhal Trlln11&it office at: 509-865-2112 or visit our website at: 'Wn·-w_p11.hrotrn.nslt.£..2.m.z. 
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C E IC 
Judge tosses 1 of 2 suits over Cherokee freedmen issue 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) - A federal judge Sept. 30 
dismissed one of two lawsuits over whether black slaves 
once owned by members of the Cherokee Nation have 
the right to tribal citizenship. 

U.S. District Judge Henry Kennedy in Washington 
ruled that a lawsuit brought by the slaves' descendants 
alleging that about 2,800 freedmen were disenfranchised 
in violation of the 13th Amendment of the U.S. Consti
tution and the Treaty of 1866 could not proceed because 
the tribe was not a defendant in the case and couldn't be 
compelled to abide by the court's ruling. 

The dismissed suit also claimed the Treaty of 1866 
gave the freedmen and their descendants "all the rights 
of native Cherokees." 

The tribe at one time was a defendant in the 2003 
lawsuit but it was dismissed. The tribe's chief and of
ficials at the U.S. Department of the Interior, which in
cludes the Bureau oflndian Affairs, also were named as 
defendants. 

The Sept. 30 ruling doesn' t affect a court order issued 
last week that allows the freedmen to vote in the special 
election for principal chief. A tribal supreme court order 
reinstated a tribal constitutional amendment that effec
tively kicked the freedmen out of the tribe and wouldn't 
allow them to participate in balloting. 

Kennedy also transferred a second lawsuit by the 
Cherokee Nation against another group of freedmen 
back to federal court in Tulsa, where it was initially filed. 
In that lawsuit, the tribe argued that federal statutes mod
ified the 1866 treaty in a way that no longer provided the 
Freedmen rights to citizenship. 

Kennedy wrote that the lawsuit, Cherokee Nation v. 
Nash, offers the freedmen an alternative forum for the 
legal issues underlying the case to be addressed. 

"Unlike a potential judgment in this case, which 
would not bind the Cherokee Nation, the Cherokee Na
tion is the plaintiff in Nash and would be bound by any 
judgment rendered in that suit," he wrote. 

Attorney Jon Velie, who represents the descendants, 
said he was disappointed with the ruling but added the 
fight isn' t over. 

"Ct's a technical ruling. It didn't determine whether 
the treaty was valid or whether the freedmen were or 
were not citizens," Velie told The Associated Press Fri
day night. 

Tribal attorney general Diane Hammons said Ken
nedy's ruling upheld arguments the tribe made more than 
two years ago. 

"The order from Judge Kennedy was exactly what 
the Cherokee Nation had asked for: a full dismissal of 
the Vann case and a transfer of the Nash case, brought 
by the Cherokee Nation, back to Oklahoma where it was 
fil ed and where it should be heard." 

Chief Chad Smith, who was principal chief when the 
litigation was initially filed, praised the ruling. 

"Today's ruling proves that when the Cherokee Na
tion stands up and fights for its rights, it can win," he said 
in a statement. 

Marilyn Vann, the lead plaintiff in the dismissed law
suit, said she isn' t sure if an appeal of the ruling will be 
sought. 

"All we ever wanted is our rights, the rights our an
cestors were promised and we're trying to defend." 

Bike ride traces Chickasaw 
heritage to establish trail 

HERNANDO, Miss. (AP) - The Chickasaw Trails 
Association and the Hernando Bicycle Club are co-spon
soring an Oct. 29 ride through 41 miles of trails once 
used by tribes. 

The Red Pride Bike Ride will start at the Hernando 
Farmers Market on the historic downtown courthouse 
square. 

The route goes through valleys, woodlands and along 
plateaus before returning to the square. 

Brian Hicks, chairman of the Chickasaw Trails Asso
ciation and director of the DeSoto Museum in Hernando, 
says proceeds from the ride will benefit the establish
ment of the Chickasaw Trails system in DeSoto County. 

Federal official promises to 
fund wolf-trapping program 

DULUTH, Minn. (AP) - Federal officials have 
pledged money to restart the wolf-trapping program in 
Minnesota, U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar said. 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has promised 
money from his agency's operating budget for the pro-

gram, which ran out of money Sept. 30 and shut down, 
Klobuchar told the Duluth News Tribune (http://bit.ly/ 
qijSn2 ). 

"Secretary Vilsack has assured me that he has found 
the money to extend the program out to the end of the 
year," said Klobuchar, a member of the Senate Agricul
ture Committee. "We need this program to keep Minne
sota livestock and residents safe .. The gap in that cover
age was unacceptable." 

The USDA has been trapping and killing wolves 
in Minnesota since 1978. Last year, 192 wolves were 
killed. Federal officials estimate there are about 3,200 
wolves in Minnesota, where the species is classified as 
threatened, about 800 in Wisconsin and 700 in Michi
gan's Upper Peninsula. The wolves first received federal 
protection in 1974. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service want to "delist" 
wolves as an endangered species by the end of 2011 and 
give management back to state and tribal natural re
source agencies. The state then could then more aggres
sively manage the wolf population, including allowing 
the public to shoot wolves that cause trouble. 

The program extension was limited to Minnesota, 
according to USDA spokeswoman Carol Bannerman. 
USDA trapping efforts in 16 other states that are nor
mally funded through earmarks, including Wisconsin, 
have not been restored. 

Information from: Duluth News Tribune, http://www. 
duluthsuperior. com 

FBI probing sheriff's deputy 
heating of Navajo man 

FARMINGTON, N.M. (AP) - The FBI is investigat
ing a case involving a San Juan County sheriff's deputy 
who was caught on videotape beating a Navajo man with 
his flashlight. 

The Farmington Daily Times reports (http://bit.ly/ 
oG78Tg) that a FBI spokesman confirmed that the fed
eral agency was looking into the beating, but he declined 
to comment on specifics. 

Deputy Dale Frazier was fired earlier this year after 
videotape showed him slamming 22-year-old Donovan 
Tanner onto his patrol car face-up then hitting him a 
number of times with his flashlight. 

Tanner later award $250,000 from San Juan County. 
The beating captured the attention of the Navajo Na

tion Human Rights Commission, which said the beating 
was a "clear demonstration" of police brutality against 
Native Antericans by law enforcement in the Fannington 
area. 

Information from: The Daily Times, http://www.daily
times. com 

Tohono O'odham casino issue 
reaches U.S. Congress 

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) - A move to block a tribal 
casino from setting up gambling tables and slot machines 
in Glendale has reached the halls of Congress. 

U.S. Rep. Trent Franks has urged a key House pan
el to support his bill to bar the Tohono (toh-HO' -noh) 
O'odham Nation from building the casino. 

The Arizona Republic (http://bit.ly/pivzFr ) reports 
Franks' bill would modify a 25-year-old settlement be
tween Congress and the Tohono O'odham Nation. 

It would ban most gambling, including bingo, slot 
machines and blaclgack, on any replacement lands in 
Pinal, Pima, and Maricopa counties that are taken into 
the reservation system for the tribe. 

The tribal chainnan and the mayor of Peoria say the 
proposed casino and resort could bring more than 9,000 
jobs to the area and should not be blocked by Congress. 

The 30,000-member tribe has the backing of the 
Obama administration's Interior Department. 

Information from: The Arizona Republic, http://www. 
azcentral. com 

UA Fairbanks hosts talks on 
Native Claims Settlement Act 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska (AP) - The Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act and its effects on the state will be 
the subject of two days of panel discussions that began 
Oct. 5 at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

The university says in a press announcement that 

presentations will focus on the economic, environmen
tal, social and cultural effects of AN CSA (ANK' -sah). 

The land claims settlement signed in 1971 paved the 
way for construction of the trans-Alaska pipeline. 

ANCSA granted about 44 million acres of land to 
Alaska Natives and provided $962.5 million in compen
sation. 

Among the speakers will be Alaska Native leaders, 
state and university officials, business leaders and for
mer elected officials. 

Navajo slush fund case has to 
wait/or a new prosecutor 
By FELICIA FONSECA 
Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. - A civil case alleging that doz
ens of Navajo officials used tribal money as personal 
slush funds or failed to regulate the money won't move 
forward for at least a month to allow for the appointment 
of a new prosecutor and to get that person up to speed. 

Alan Balaran spent more than a year investigating 
discretionary spending within the tribal government and 
allegations of illegal and unethical conduct by tribal em
ployees, some of whom have left office. The expiration 
of his contract Sept. 30 means there is no prosecutor in 
the case, though tribal justice officials said one ideally 
would be named this week. 

Tribal District Court Judge Carol Perry, who is over
seeing the case, issued an order late last week putting the 
case on hold until Nov. 7. She says defense attorneys can 
submit pleadings but she won't act on them until after 
then. 

She also ordered the tribe's Department of Justice to 
secure the special prosecutor's office until a new per
son is appointed and can take control of any files that 
Balaran had gathered. Financial documents housed in a 
tribal building believed to be contaminated by mold will 
remain there until an incident management team comes 
up with a plan to preserve them that must be presented to 
Balaran's replacement and approved by the court, Perry 
said. 

· Some of the 85 defendants, who include former 
and current Navajo lawmakers, attorneys genera l and 
the tribe's controller, have said the civil complaint was 
a shoddy piece of investigative work. Tribal Council 
Speaker Johnny Naize, who is among the defendants, 
questioned Balaran's motives and believed that the pros
ecutor was trying to disable the tribal government. 

"We can now move forward with better confidence 
to resolve these vague civil suits and focus on our job of 
working for the Navajo people," he said in a statement 
after a judicial panel decided against renewing Balaran's 
contract last month. 

Balaran said those charged clearly defrauded the tribe 
in the management and use of$36 million in discretion
ary funds. The money should have gone to address sig
nificant hardships, help elderly Navajos on fixed incomes 
or to student scholarships, he said. Balaran alleged that 
the defendants instead funneled it to themselves or their 
families or improperly condoned the spending. 

Plan eyes badly contaminated 
mine on Navajo Nation land 
By FELICIA FONSECA 
Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. - The federal government has 
approved a plan to clean up the most badly contaminated 
uranium mine site on the Navajo Nation. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency an
nounced the plan Sept. 29 to remove 1.4 million tons 
of contaminated soil from the former Northeast Church 
Rock Mine near Gallup, N.M ., at a cost of $44 million. 
The mine operated from 1967 to 1982 and has long 
topped the priority list for cleanup on the vast reserva
tion. 

"This is an important milestone in the effort to ad
dress the toxic legacy of historic uranium mining on the 
Navajo Nation," said Jared Blumenfeld, administrator 
for the EPA's Pacific Southwest Region in San Francisco. 

The mine site includes two underground uranium 
·shafts, waste piles, surface ponds and buried waste, con
tributing to the 4 million tons of uranium ore that was 
mined from the reservation over four decades. Rain and 
flash floods have carried the radium-contaminated soil 
from the mine down an arroyo where children play and 

livestock graze, 
and the wind 
blows it into 
people's yards. 

• ..... , Dll•II • TnNldo_, Y ..... eu--- Clancy Ten
ley, associate di
rector for tribal 
programs at 
the EPA in San 
Francisco, said 
the soil would 
be placed in a 
lined reposi
tory and capped, 
atop tailings at 
an adjacent mill 
site owned by 
United Nuclear 
Corp. The EPA 
is finalizing an 
agreement with 
the corporation's 
parent company, 
General Elec
tric Co., for the 
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cleanup that will take several years, beginning next sum
mer. 

The EPA considered more than a dozen sites to 
stockpile the waste but said storing it at the mill site 
also owned by United Nuclear Corp. would be the most 
cost-effective and could be implemented in a reasonable 
time frame while protecting human health. Exposure to 
elevated levels of radium over a long period of time can 
result in anemia, cataracts and cancer. 

"If all goes well, seven years from now the project 
will be complete," Tenley said. 

About I 0,000 tons of waste that has higher concentra
tions of radium will be shipped to Utah for reprocessing 
or disposal, Tenley said. General Electric said in a letter 
to the EPA that it didn't bel ieve off-site disposal was nec
essary, given other waste from other nearby mines could 
be sent to the repository, dwarfing any potential risk with 
the more contaminated waste. But General Electric said 
it would defer to the EPA. 

Creating a mound up to l O feet high that's filled with 
contaminated waste wasn't the first remedy of choice for 
the residents or the tribe, who said they would rather see 
the soil hauled off far from the reservation. But knowing 
the design phase will take three years and that an Albu
querque, N .M.-based research group that works closely 
with Navajo uranium issues has been hired as a technical 
adviser on the project has provided some comfort. 

"There's some assurances we got that led us to be 
supportive of the remedy," said Stephen Etsitty, execu
tive director of the tribe's EPA. "Part of the assurances 
are that the (Navajo) Nation is going to be heavily in
volved in the design and engineering as we begin this 
work." 

Larry King, who worked as an underground surveyor 
at the Northeast Church Rock Mine in the 1970s and ear
ly '80s, said he's concerned that the contaminated soil 
could weigh heavily on the existing mill tailings cells 
causing the liner to break and groundwater to be spoiled. 
The EPA said it evaluated the concerns and found that 
the soil can be placed on the tailings without affecting 
the groundwater or stability of the tailings. 

Still, King said, "It will be in the back of everybody's 
mind that we can't really spend too much time standing 
here, because that's where the waste pile was and the 
radiation." 

General Electric has done smaller cleanup projects 
in the area_ demolishing and rebuilding a structure in 
2007 and removing 40,000 tons of contaminated soil last 
year. Nearby residents were temporarily moved during 
the last cleanup, and Tenley said they will be asked again 
if they'd like to re locate, either to hotels or by receiving 
a cash settlement to buy a home. 

King said he's not sure he'll be offered alt~rnative 
housing, but he sounded doubtful he'd take it. 

" I have to think about my livestock, my livelihood," 
said the 54-year-old. "This is where we were raised." 

South Dakota tribe changing 
leadership after voting f eud 

WAGNER, S.D. (AP) - A new Yankton Sioux Tribe 
administration is set to take office, in the wake ofa feud 
that followed the tribal election earlier this month. 

Incoming Chairman Thurman Cournoyer Sr. and oth
er officials who were elected Sept. 1 were to be sworn 
in Sept. 30 in Wagner. Supporters had wanted them to 
take office immediately after the election, but the admin
istration led by outgoing Chairman Robert Cournoyer 
refused . Robert Cournoyer is a first cousin to Thurman. 

The dispute culminated with Rof?ert Cournoyer and 
other leaders locking the doors to their offices and calling 
police on Sept. 15. The confrontation went no further. 

Thurman Cournoyer says the dispute is political and 
not personal. But he also says the outgoing tribal leaders 
weren't invited to the Sept. 30 inauguration. 

Feds, tribes invite public to 
new lake climate exhibit 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) - A group of tribes and fed
eral offic ials are inviting the public to visit a new exhibit 
on climate change in the Great Lakes in far northern 
Wisconsin. 

The "Changing Climate ... Changing Culture" exhib
it is open seven days a week at the Northern Great Lakes 
Visitor Center in Ashland. A coalition of tribes known as 
The Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission 
and the Chequamegon (CHA'-wah-ma-gone)-Nicolet 
National Forest will host a free celebration of the exhibit 
on Oct. 11 . 

The exhibit focuses on the effect of climate change 
on the Oj ibwe culture as well as on the Great Lakes re
gion. 

Alltel suit dismissed after 
settlement with tribe 

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) - A federal lawsuit has 
been dismissed this week after Alltel and the Oglala 
SioUlC Tribe ironed out a dispute over the communica
tions company's divested assets on the reservation. 

The tribe sued Alltel in tribal court in 2009, using a 
sovereignty argument in an attempt to take the compa
ny's divested assets within its reservation borders. That 
prompted Alltel to sue the tribe in U.S. District Court in 
South Dakota in 20 IO to prohibit the tribal suit . 

Under the June settlement that agreed to dismiss both 
lawsuits, the company will pay the tribe $ 1 mi ll ion and 
forgive and waive past-due balances owed by tribal cus
tomers. 

AT&T bought A lltel's customer base when it ac
quired former Alltel assets from Verizon last June. Veri
zon bought Alltel in 2008. 
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