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Chairwoman, 

By RONNIE WASHINES 
Yakama Nation Review 

TOPPENISH, Wash. - Voters at the annual Yakama 
General Council Dec. 6 seated two executive posts in the 
Yakama General Council Executive Office. 

JoAnna Meninick was elected the new chairman, 
while George Selam was seated as the new Secretary. 

Meninick was elected to be the Yakama General 
Council Chairwoman. She edged Roger Fiander, 257 
votes to 171, to win the seat. Meninick moves from her 
position as the Yakama General Council Secretary. 

"You have spoken," she said in her acceptance com
ments. "That's how the Yakama Nation operates. There 
are problems and you are the only ones to answer them. 
We need to work to guarantee our grandchildren's rights 
here and off the reservation. Then we will be able to rest 

our bones." 
The nominations for the post were open and 12 peo

ple were nominated, with 4 declining the nomination. 
Meninick and Fiander garnered the most votes and were 
placed in the final run-off. 

Fiander, at the time of the election, was a Yakama 
Legends Casino commissioner. A post he later did not 
seek reelection. [See related report] 

Meninick, of Toppenish, Wash., is a 1990 Heritage 
University graduate. She also went to the University of 
New Mexico, 1988-1990. 

She has worked as a cultural resources specialist with 
the Yakama Cultural Resource Program, worked with 
the Yakama Water Code Administration, and is a former 
Yakama Tribal Council member. 

(See ELECTION on PAGE 2) 
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White Swan Fire victims' Cattle are being slaughtered in the 
Yakama Reservation Closed Area 

issues remain smoldering 
By RONNlE WASHINES 
Yakama Nation Review 

TOPPENISH, Wash. - The White 
Swan Fire started and was put out 
early last February, but a confronta
tion over who is considered a direct 
fire victim remains smoldering to
day. 

White Swan resident and Yakama 
tribal member Cheri Root says a 
trailer she owns on Coburn Loop in 
White Swan, Wash. was damaged as 
a result of the fire that started raging 
through the unincorporated commu
nity last Feb. 12. 

Her single wide trailer sits along 
the path the fire took as it was swept 
by high winds and burned and ac
cording to several damage reports, 
18-21 homes were destroyed or 
damaged as a result of the fire. 

Root said that she was in Montana 
at the time of the fire and when she 
returned, she was not allowed to en
ter her home by fire officials due to 
safety concerns. 

"When l eventually did get to go 
see my home, there were tree limbs 
that struck the trailer, windows 
were broken, doors were broken, 
there was smoke damage and water 
soaked underneath the trailer," she 
said. "There's visible smoke dam
age and there's ash in the house. 
Mold has started to grow because of 
the water damage and we've tried to 
clean it all up." 

Root provided a letter from Shawn 
Blackshear, an environmental heaJth 
officer with the Yakama [ndian 
Health Service that supported her 
position. 

Blackshear wrote Nov. 14 after 
inspecting the residence at 261 Co
burn Loop, White Swan, Wash., he 
said there was potential unhealthy 
conditions, including roof damage 
by the Feb. 12 high winds and water 
leaking into the roof and the trailer's 
interior. 

"These leaks could lead to eventual 
growth of mold in the home, which 
can cause or exacerbate respiratory 
ailments," he said. 
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White Swan, Wash. resident, Cheri Root on the shaky steps 'temporarily' built for her trailer that 
she documented was damaged beyond repair by the Feb. 12 White Swan Fire. 

He also pointed out that water 
runoff from the firefighting effort 
seemed to have run under the home 
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and the trailer became unlevel, 
causing interior floor damage and 
"should be checked and the trailer 
re-leveled, if it did occur." 

He added that although access 
to the home's crawlspace was not 
available at the time of his inspec
tion, he presumed mold growth oc
curred due to non-existent ventila
tion in the skirting . 

Root said that she, her family and 
pets have suffered from breathing 
the moldy air in their home. 

"I have rashes, my hair is falling 
out. I have asthma and I am con-

stantly coughing. I can't keep food 
in the home, because it will start to 
mold," she said. "It is now winter 
and our home has no [ electrical] 
heat. In the morning, I can see my 
breath while I'm in my house lying 
in bed. My trailer won't hold any 
heat. It is winter now and it is torture 
to get out of be when it is so cold. 
This has all been caused because of 
the fire ." 

She said that she has brought her 
concern to those in charge of assist-

(See VICTIM on PAGE 3) 

By RONNIE WASHJNES 
Yakama Nation Review 

Pimms said Yakama cattlemen pay 
a range bill to have their livest~k 
graze in the mountains and he con-

TOPPEN lSH, Wash. - Yakama siders it a tribal tax to help pay for 
cattlemen say they are losing cows protecting his property - his live
to senseless slaughter and nothing is stock. 
being done to stop it. He feels that he is not getting his 

Yakama cattleman, Oliver Pimms money's worth. 
Jr. has owned and grazed cattle in the "There are times when I get to the 
Yakama Reservation Closed Area hills early, like S or 6 a.m. and I can 
for the past 7 years. He says his and see where there are people driving 

other tribal cattlemen have had their ' 
cows used for nothing else than tar-
get practice. 

"Tribal members have been ma- Back in the 1940s and 
liciously shooting and killing catt!e 1950s the U.S. govern-
for no apparent reason," he said ' • 
Dec. 19. "They shoot them and just ment gave Indians on 
let them lay and rot. Many of these the reservation vouchers 
cattle are shot inside the [Yakama] to purchase five head of 
Game Reserve." cattle to get started in the 

The Yakama Nation designated 
an area as a game reserve where no agriculture .business 
hunting is allowed. This allows the 
wild game an opportunity to thrive. 

The Yakama Law and Order Code 
makes it a criminal offense to cause 
"Injury or death of livestock." The 
crime is punishable by a jail sen
tence up to three months or a fine of 
up to $500, and pay restitution to the 
cattle owner. 

Pimms said he wonders if and 
when Yakama Tribal Game Wardens 
would give time to truly investigate 
the illegal shooting of livestock, es
pecially in the tribe's game reserve. 

- Oliver Pimms Jr., 
Yakama Cattleman 

around up there before I get there," 
he said. "You have to be able to be 
there when the criminal does his 
thing if your expected to do your job 
the way your supposed to." 

There were unconfirmed reports 
that tribal members were within 
their legal right to shoot any cattle 
left up on the Yakama Closed Area 

(See CATTLE on PAGE 2) 

Yakama Nation joins 7 tribes supporting 
Alaska Native land entitlement legislation 

TOPPENISH, Wash. - According 
to a press release, the Yakama Tribal 
Counc il earlier this month unani
mously voted to support the passage 
of Sealaska 's land legislation - the 
Southeast Alaska Native Land En
titlement Finalization and Jobs Pro
tection Act (S. 730 and H.R. 1408). 

The Yakama sent a letter of support 
to members of the Washington State 
congressional delegation, along 
with tribal supporters in Washing
ton State, including the Jamestown 
S'Klallam, the Kalispel, the Lummi, 
the Skokomish, the Suquamish and 
the Quileute tribes. 

Yakama Tribal Council Chairman 
Harry Smiskin said in the Dec. 6 
letter to Congress that they need to 
keep their promises made to tribes. 

"As Native peoples, we have sa
cred and spiritual ties to our ances
tral homelands and nothing has been 
more harmful to our cultures and 
communities than the unjust and il-

legal appropriation of our lands," he 
wrote. "The Yakama Nation believes 
strongly that promises made by the 
U.S. government to Native peoples 
must be kept." 

The legislation would convey up 
to 85,000 acres to Sealaska Corpo
ration, consistent with the intent of 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of 1971. 

Sealaska is an Alaska Native Cor
poration based in Southeast Alaska 
with a mission is to protect and pro
mote the economic wellbeing and 
cultural vitality of its over 21,000 
Tlingit, Haida and Tsimshian tribal 
member shareholders. 

"The outpouring of support from 
Indian tribes, like the Yakama Na
tion, is tremendous, especially as the 
legislation heads to a Senate markup 
hearing," said Sealaska President 
and CEO Chris E. McNeil Jr. "Seal-

(See SUPPORT on PAGE 3) 
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Tribal court rules for casino consultant 
SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -A Pojoaque (poh-WAH'-kay) Tribal Court 

judge has ruled in favor of a Las Vegas, Nev., group and ordered the Po
joaque Pueblo to reinstate a contract it had with the group. 

The Santa Fe New Mexican (http://bit.ly/sdayPl ) reports Judge June 
Lorenzo ruled Pojoaque Pueblo Gov. George Rivera and other tribal of
ficials acted illegally earlier this year when it terminated a contract it had 
with Fine Point Group to manage the Buffalo Thunder Resort & Casino. 

The law firm representing the company says the judge's ruling clearly 
indicates the conduct of several individuals was so inappropriate that it 
could not even pass muster within the Pueblo's own court. 

Rivera says the judge's decision likely will be appealed to the pueblo's 
own Tribal Council. 

The Las Vegas group has accused the tribe of questionable business 
practices. Rivera has accused the firm of greed and a destructive attitude 
toward the pueblo. 

Information from: The Santa Fe New Mexican, www.sfnewmexican.com 

Man pleads guilty to tribal embezzlement 
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP)-A St. Michael man bas pleaded guilty to em

bezzling from tribal programs on the Spirit Lake Reservation.· ~ 
U.S. Attorney Timothy Purdon says 37-year-old Raymond Jetty UI ap

peared in federal court Dec. 12. 
Jetty was charged along with a number of family members with con

spiracy to embezzle from the Spirit Lake's Vocational Rehabil itation Pro
gram. 

Jetty also was charged with theft and embezzlement from the Spirit 
Lake Low lncome Energy Assistance Program. 

Sentencing is slated for March 12. 

Yakama voters fill the Toppenish Community Center Dec. 6. It took at least 275 voters to begin official business and it takes at least Pumn de/aus Ouzinkie water treatment 
175 to reconvene recessed sessions. 'I' 'J 

ELECTION/ Selam vows to 
continue traditions, language 
(Continued from PAGE 1) 

Meninick, 71, is a widow and a 
mother of five children, Anthony 
H. Wahpat, Antonette L. Wahpat, 
Franklin M. LeGarde, Debbie K. 
LeGarde and Linda L. LeGarde. She 
is also of the Skinpam Band of the 
Yakama Nation. 

Her father Joe Meninick served as 
the Yakama Tribal Council Execu
tive Secretary for a number of years. 

He was also a military veteran. 
Selam and LaRena Sohappy made 

it through the first round voting run
off for the Yakama General Council 
Executive Board Secretary-Trea
surer seat. There were eight people 
nominated for the post, with two de
clining. 

Selam had 232 votes to Sohappy's 
115 to win the election. 

"I am very grateful and honored by 
your confidence in me," Selam told 

the voters Dec. 6. 
Selam, 37, is a currently enrolled 

in Heritage University. At the time of 
his election, he was working for the 
Yakama Credit Enterprise. He has 
also worked for the Yakama Indian 
Health Service from 1995 to 2001. 

Selam and his wife, Welsa Wiltse
Selam have three children, MacAl
lister, age 8; Samuel, 3; and Kaizer, 
I. They make their home in the Satus 
area. 

Selam is the son of Lonnie Selam 
Sr. and the late Elaine Morrison. 

He said his interests include keep
ing traditional culture alive - old 
songs, dances and trying to maintain 
knowledge in legends. 

"I've been a member of the Top
penish Longhouse and committed to 
the Wa'ashat Religion since I was a 
young boy. I am thankful to my el
ders for their teaching and knowl
edge of our Wa'ashat Religion and 
our [Yakama] treaty," he said Dec. 
14. "In addition to that knowledge, 
I've decided to go back to school at 
Heritage University to further my 
education and balance that out with 
our traditional way of life." 

KODlAK, Alaska (AP) - A new water treatment plant in Ouzinkie 
(YOU' -zink-ee) should be online soon. 

It was supposed to have been in operation last month, but problems 
have pushed that back. 

The Kodiak Daily Mirror reports (http://bit.ly/rrTORb) the latest prob
lem is with the plant's automated controls. 

Kelly Larson is with the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, the 
group managing the construction. 

He says one of the pumps isn't working as it should, and the plant won't 
go online until it's fixed. 

Information from: Kodiak Daily Mirror, www.kodiakdailymirror.com 

Acting Yakama Agency Bureau of . Sacaton man ordered to pay restitution 
Indian Affairs Superintendent Jewell 
Pretty Weasel administered Menin- PHOENIX (AP) - A Sacaton man has been sentenced to five years' 
ick's and Se lam's oath of office Dec. probation and ordered to pay more than $75,000 to the Gila River Indian 
6 before the Yakama voters in the · Community for embezzling from a tribal organization. 
Toppenish Community Center. Federal prosecutors say 64-year-old Lloyd Notah Jr. also was sentenced 

' Dec. 12 in U.S. District Court in Phoenix to 100 hours of community ser-o,, 

----------- -----------------------------+-,--------,-------- vice. 

CATTLE/ Current tribal law sets violation penalties 

(Continued from PAGE 1) 

after November I. The Yakama Na
tion Review could not locate any 
written document to support that 
right from Bureau of [ndian Affairs 
and Yakama tribal offices. 

Pimms said that thought could 
have come from an unwritten Yaka
ma law. 

"Back in the 1940s and l 950s, the 
U.S. government gave Indians on 
the reservation vouchers to purchase 
five head of cattle to get started in 
the agriculture business, because it 
was one of the [Yakama] treaty ob
ligations," he said. 

He went on to say tribal members 

that had no way to transport or herd 
their cattle in the mountains, relied 
on tribal members that did. This was 
important when the cattle were re
moved from the mountains before 
winter set in. But not all the cattle 
were rounded up. 

"So the unwritten law was to al
low a hunter to harvest them in
stead of letting them starve and go 
to waste," Pimms said. "However, 
in these times, us cattlemen have 
spent thousands of dollars on trucks, 
trailers and horses to retrieve all our 
animals. [' ve spent a lot of time and 
money, not to mention many, many 
sleepless nights worrying about my 
animals and their welfare." 

The written Yakama law also in
cludes those people who accidently 
kill any livestock on the mountain or 
other roads. They are required to re
port it to tribal law officials and then 
the court decides what restitution is 
involved. 

Tribal law also says that if a minor 
child 18 years old and under com
mits the act; the parents or guardians 
are held accountable to the damage 
and resulting penalties. 

Pimms said Yakama cattlemen 
have come together to post a $2,500 
reward for information leading to 
the conviction of "these malicious 
members who are slaughtering the 
livestock. Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year." 
Pimms declined to reveal how 

many cattle he's or others have lost. 
Checking with a local livestock 

market business, the costs vary. 
Brood or breeding cows, depending 
on age, can be worth from $1,200 to 
$1,500; calves, depending on age are 
worth between $300 and $400; and 
cattle eight and nine months old are 
worth $700 or $800 - all depending 
on breed. 

Yakama tribal officials who said 
they would get in contact with the 
lead Yakama Tribal Police officer to 
give comment on this subject, but no 
one has notified the Yakama Nation 
Review as of this report. 

SUPPORT/ YakarTias provided 1970 loan 
(Continued from PAGE 1) 

aska has sought return of its lands 
for 40 years and in the IO years in 
which we have sought legislative 

.. ._. 
mr 

resolution for the return of our lands, 
we have made the most progress in 
this Congress because of the sup
port from our friends across Indian 
Country." 

When announcing their decision to 
support Sealaska's legislation, mem
bers of the Yakama Tribal Council 
recalled the historic relationship be
tween the Nation and the Alaska Na-

tive people. 
In 1970, the Yakamas made a piv

otal $250,000 loan to Alaska Federa
tion of Natives (AFN) to help them 
fight for the settlement of their lands 
claims. 

The loan enabled AFN to continue 
to lobby Congress, which eventually 
led to the passage of the Alaska Na
tive Claims Settlement Act in 1971 
and enabled the AFN to repay the 
loan. 

More than 30 tribal nations, inter
tribal organizations and Alaska Na
tive village corporations have passed 
resolutions or sent letters of support 
to Congress. Tribes in Alaska, Wash
ington, Oregon, California and New 
Mexico are calling for the restoration 
of Southeast Alaska Native lands. 

The Senate version of the legisla
tion awaits markup in the Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources Com
mittee, where Sen. Maria Cantwell 
(D-Wash.)· is a high-ranking mem
ber of that committee and the tribes 
believe she has significant influence 
over the outcome of the legislation. 

On the NfJt: 
Sealaska: wwwsealaska.com. 

• 

Notah and another tribal member were indicted in March by a federal 
grand jury in Phoenix. The two were members on the board of directors for 
the tribe's Lone Butte Industrial Development Corporation from September 
2007 to March 2009. 

Authorities say Notah regularly submitted fraudulent expense vouchers 
to the corporation for items such as meals, meetings and mileage. But they 
say the meals, meetings and/or mjleage had e ither not occurred or weren't 
in furtherance ofLBIDC official business. 

High court could review Hawaiian case 
HONOLULU (AP) - The U.S. Supreme Court could review a lawsuit 

by a group of Hawaii residents who want the same property tax exemptions 
as Native Hawaiian homesteaders. 

The Honolulu Star-Advertiser (http://bit.ly/s7Kqb4 ) reports the Su
preme Court Dec. 12 invited the U.S. solicitor general to file a brief on the 
case. The one-sentence order says the solicitor general is invited to file a 
brief expressing the views of the United States. 

In April the Hawaii Supreme Court ruled the five non-Native Hawai
ians did not have legal standing to challenge the constitutionality of the tax 
exemption. 

Congress passed the Hawaiian Homes Act in 192 l setting aside land for 
Native Hawaiians that belonged to the Hawaiian Kingdom for $ I per year. 
The exemption was later extended, with taxes ranging from $25 to $150 a 
year. 

Information.from: Honolulu Star-Advertiser, http://www.staradvertiser. 
com 

Utility pays $8,000, says it wasn't a.fine 
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) - The Army Corps of Engineers has assessed 

· a Jefferson County utility $8,000 for disturbing Native American and early 
settler artifacts. 

The State Historic Preservation Office told the Metropolitan Sewer Dis
trict after construction of a new sewer line was under way in June that the 
work along Chenoweth Run would destroy significant artifacts, according 
to The Courier-Journal (http://cjky.it/uZj7PR). 

The sewer line went through one of the earliest homesteads in the area, 
dating to the 1760s. 

Sewer district spokesman Steve Tedder said the utility paid the assess
ment, but called it "mitigation" and said the district doesn't consider it a 
fine. 

Information from: The Courier-Journal, http://www.courier-journal.com 

Tex Hall named to national trust fund 
commission 

NEW TOWN, N.D. (AP) - Three Affiliated Tribes Chairman Tex HaJI 
has been appointed by Interior Secretary Ken Salazar to a national commis
sion dealing with trust funds. 

The Minot Daily News reports (http://bit.ly/vzXJJz ) that Hall is one 
of five people nationwide named to the Secretarial Commission on Indian 
Trust Administration and Reform. The group will evaluate Interior's man
agement of nearly $4 billion in American Indian trust funds. 

Hall is a past president of the National Congress of American Indians . 
He currently serves as chairman of the Inter-Tribal Economic Alliance and 
the Great Plains Tribal Chairmen's Association. 

Information from: b(inot Daily News, http://www.minotdailynews.com 
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ing the White Swan Fire victims and 
February 10-12: 35th annual Lincoln's Birthday Powwow; Simnasho, thought that she would be in line 
Oregon. Ladies All-Around Special - Traditional, Jingle and Fancy - in to get a replacement trailer through 
Memory of Laritta M. Greene-$ l,000 plus a jacket, $600 and $400-other the established process set up by the 
prizes as well; contact Austin Greene, (541) 553-1953 or by E-mail at cou- 11 Yakama Nation. 
gar_ kegler2@yahoo.com. Also to held are a Big Drum Contest; a one-man Root said she contacted Yakama 
hand drum contest; and a Sweetheart's Owl Dance Special. For powwow Tribal Director, Colleen Reimer, 
information, call Mackie Begay, (541) 553-9230. who was the lead contact person as-

NOTICE; Powwow organizations have your powwow published at no 
charge by providing all information and contact telephone numbers to the 
Yakama Nation Review by mail at P.O. Box 310; Toppenish, WA 98948-
03 IO; FAX at (509) 865-2794; or e-mail ynreview@yakama.com. Call the 
YNR at (509) 865-5121, Ext. 4717 for deadline and publication dates. The 
YNR reserves the right to edit material. 

Yakama voters decide 
on ethics board ruling 
By RONNIE WASHINES 
Yakama Nation Review 

TOPPENISH, Wash. - Yakama 
voters during their annual general 
council Dec. 7 voted to follow the 
Yakama Code of Ethics Board's 
recommendation for the removal of 
Donald Isadore Jr. from his seat on 
the Yakama Tribal Council. 

Isadore was charged and found 
guilty by the ethics board on a 
charge of using a tribal credit card to 
purchase alcohol at a tribal casino in 
Idaho. 

The vote was 121 for, 30 against 
and 86 people did not vote on a mo
tion to remove Isadore from office. 

The ethics board also made a deci
sion on a charge that Isadore violat
ed his oath of office by alcohol use 
and using fireanns at a home at the 
Adams View Housing Park. 

Adams View resident and tribal 
member, Gerald Hoptowit filed the 
charges. Hoptowit was not at the 
Dec. 7 general council. ' 1 

Isadore asked to see police reports, 
which were not produced at the 

meeting by the ethics board. 
He said the two incidents involved 

a neighbor who came to his front 
door in early morning hours needing 
to call the police about a domestic 
violence incident. Isadore said he 
allowed the woman to call from his 
home and the police responded by 
coming to his home. 

Isadore testified that the other inci
dent involved people he let spend the 
night at his home because they were 
intoxicated and he felt is safer to let 
them stay rather than drive. 

He said he knows a tribal police 
department investigation was con
ducted because his neighbors asked 
him why the tribal police was asking 
them questions about him. lsadore 
said he could not track down the re
ports. 

After the vote, Isadore said he felt 
relieved. 

"My heart feels better already," 
he said. " It's said that being a tribal 
councilman is a thankless job. It is 
only thankless if you make it thank- : 
less." 

Firefighting refresher courses scheduled 

TOPPENISH, Wash. - The Yaka
ma Nation Fire Management Office 
announced that refresher training 
will be held in January and February. 

The 8-hour course will be held for 
all firefighters who want to fight fire 
in the 2012 fire season. 

The training will be held Jan. 18 

in the Yakama Agency, Feb. I in the I 
White Swan Ranger Station, and \ 
February 8 in the Glenwood Ranger \ 
Station. Each training day starts at 8 : 
a.m. 

Refresher training details are avail- I 
able from the Yakama Fire Manage- \ 
ment Office, (509) 865-6653. \ 

signed to coordinate assisting the fire 
victims and claims Reimer promised 
her a replacement trailer - or at least 
to have repair work done on the ex
isting trailer. 

"On August 9th, [she] talked to 
me and told me that a David Bell in
spected the trailer and condemned it 
and a new trailer would be here the 
18th of August," Root said. "Now, I 
am told I'm not a White Swan Fire 
victim." 

Reimer, in an Aug. 23 letter to 
Root, said that after an assessment 
was done on the trailer house, it 
would take just over $1,000 to repair 
"what was described as minor dam
age." 

"None of this is a result of the 
White Swan fire," Reimer wrote. 
"However, I am empathetic to your 
living conditions and agreed to put 
your name on our waiting list for a 
trailer should one become available. 
There are no promises or guarantees 
as the White Swan families who lost 
their homes completely in the fire 
have first priority." 

She went on to say Root's name 
was still on the waiting list. 

"When it is determined that the 
White Swan families who lost their 
homes have all been housed, fami
lies on the waiting list will be noti
fied as to trailer availability," Reimer 
said. 

Root says a waiting list has be
come a list where people affected by 
the White Swan fire are put and their 
lives seem to be left in limbo. 

"All I want is the home I was 
promised," she said. "The [White 
Swan] fire has caused us to be with
out a proper place to live and we just 
want a good home." 

Lost borne 
Yakama Tribal Director, Colleen 

Reimer stated in a Dec. 2 news re
port in the Yakima Herald-Republic, 
that most of the roughly $500,000 
was used to repair fire-damaged 
homes and replace eighteen roofs. 

She also said that families that 
lost stick-built homes, but had no 
insurance would each receive about 
$52,000 to go towards a new home. 

"I would say that all the families 
who have been displaced by the fire 
will all be situated this month," she 
said. "It will be a wonderful Christ-
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Cheri Root's trailer on Coburn Loop at White Swan, Wash. has noticeable mold growing through
out the dwelling. 

mas for them." 
But one of those families says they 

will not be one of them. 
Louetta Lucei, !(evin Heath and 

their three children lost their home 
and car in the Feb. 12 fire and have 
been waiting to get a new home built 
on their property. 

"Today, when Kevin and I drive 
past our home site, all we see is a 
broke foundation," Lucei said. "We 
can still hear the promises made by 
the Yakama Nation." 

She said she used the fire relief 
fund check to buy new furniture and 
supplies for their new home. 

Lucei said that they are no closer to 
getting their home rebuilt than when 
they first lost their home. They have 
had to live in hotels, donated hous
ing and rental housing. They ended 
up in Granger, Wash. renting a house 

for nearly $900 a month and drove 
two of their children to Harrah, 
Wash. each day for school. 

She said they received help, in
cluding a $650 debit card from the 
Red Cross, a $1,200 check from the 
Human Services Emergency Assis
tance Fund, a $200 check from the 
Wapato High School Spaghetti Feed, 
and a $9,596 check from the White 
Swan Fire Relief Fund. 

Lucei questioned the manage
ment of the fund, but Yakama Tribal 
Councilman Warren Spencer Jr., in 
a prepared statement, said all funds 
have been accounted for. 

plans, their process will go forward." 
He added that three homes had in

surance through the Yakama Nation 
Housing Authority and have had 
their homes replaced. 

The tribe was coordinating with 
the Federal Emergency Manage
ment Agency (FEMA) to get 22 fur
nished mobile homes. There are six 
that have been set up with water and 
sewer system put in. 

Spencer said that trailers will be 
arriving four at a time and the site is 
ready to have them put in place. 

"The water and sewer systems 
have been designed and is in place," 
he said. "There should not be any de
lays in hook ups and tie downs from 
point of arrival of the trailers." 

Ten White Swan families to move 
into trailer homes by Christmas 

"[T]he money is totally accounted 
for,'the Yakama Nation Tribal Coun
cil or the Tribal Administrative Di
rector does not have the authority to 
direct or not direct where the money 
is going to be spent," he said. "As 
there are rwnors and concerns of the 
Tribal Council spending this money, 
having disregards to families, which 
are not factual." 

Lucei said they have tried to get 
answers from Reimer as to when 
their new home would be built and 
have not received any answers. 

"She told us we 'Don't need to 
worry about anything because we 
will take care of you and rebuild 
your home,"' Lucei said. "Today, we 
are still without a home." 

Spencer provided a document out
lining the fund balance, which stated 
$25,201 was used for hotel room and 
other emergency housing, $244,696 
for four stick-built homes, $150 gas 
vouchers, $66,578 for repair sup
plies, $23,120 for wage expenses, 
and $62,576 for furniture and house
hold goods for a total of $422,321. 

The Dec. 7 White Swan Fire Re
lief Fund account document showed 
that from the total donations of 
$578,197, there is now a balance of 
$155,876, from which one home is 
left and they submitted a floor plan 
and their allocated percentage of the 
funds will be issued. 

By PHIL FEROLITO 
Yakima Herald-Republic 

WHITE SWAN, Wash. (AP) Af
ter losing her house to the big fire 
here IO months ago, Angela Ike will 
finally move into a pennanent sin
glewide home by Christmas. 

"l'm very excited," said the moth
er of 8- and 9-year-old daughters. 
"I'm really happy. It's hard for me to 
describe what this is going to do for 
me and my girls." 

Like many displaced by the Feb. 
12 blaze that destroyed two neigh
borhoods in this rural town deep 
within the Yakama Reservation, 
Ike has lived in uncertainty. Trailer 
homes and stick-built homes both 
were destroyed. 

She stayed in a motel for two 
months and then was allowed to 
temporarily stay rent-free in a HUD 

home in a White Swan tribal housing 
project. 

A chimney touched off the blaze. 
Wind blew it into a log pile and 
eventually into the Second Street 
and Coburn Loop neighborhoods. 
Tribal authorities first reported 
that 18 homes were lost, but later 
changed that number to 14. 

Late last summer, four of those 
homes that were insured were re
built. 

Delays in replacing the others have 
some residents questioning what 
happened to roughly $500,000 in 
donations that poured in from local 
dairymen, community fundraisers, 
individuals and other tribes. 

According to Yakama Tribal Ad
ministrator Colleen Reimer, much 
of the money repaired fire-damaged 
homes and replaced 18 roofs. 

More than $100,000 went to 10 

displaced families - roughly $9,500 
each - so they could buy furniture 
and other lost household items, Re
imer said. 

Families that lost stick-built homes 
but had no insurance each will get 
about $52,000 toward a new home. 

But by Christmas, Ike and nine 
other families will be able to move 
into a mobile home park now under 
construction, Reimer said. 

"I would say that all the families 
who have been displaced by the fire 
will all be situated this month," she 
said. "It will be a wonderful Christ
mas for them." 

On Dec. 3, Reimer said she was 
told by Yakama Indian Health Ser
vice officials that water and sewer 
systems have been installed at the 
site behind White Swan High School 
and adjacent to the rodeo grounds. 

The Indian Health Service over
sees water and sewer systems on 
tribal land. 

Reimer said it has taken longer 
to get the park ready than what the 
tribe hoped, but there are sanitation 
and water requirements that need to 
be followed. 

"When you talk of infrastructure, 
I think there is a lot that takes place 
that doesn't meet the eye," she said. 
"There is a lot that takes place for us 
to give our families a safe environ
ment to live in." 

New singlewide mobile homes, 21 
in all, from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency will be placed 

at the park. Measuring 14 feet wide 
by 64 feet long, they are fully fin
ished. 

"The only thing missing would be 
a washer and a dryer," Reimer said. 

Last year, FEMA made the surplus 
mobile homes available for tribes 
across the country to purchase. Get
ting them to the rese~vation will cost 
the Yakama Nation Housing Au
thority about $1,200, plus another 
$6,000 to set them up at the park, 
Reimer said. 

Meanwhile, three of the four fami
lies who lost stick-built homes but 
lacked insurance have already cho
sen plans from a local builder, she 
said. 

Progress hasn't been as quick as 
Louetta Lucei would have liked. She 
lost the home she lived in with her 
boyfriend and three children. The 
couple has been renting a house in 
Granger for $825 a month and driv
ing two of their three children to 
school in Harrah. [See related story 
on Page I.) 

Lucei's family did receive roughly 
$9,500 for furniture, and she hopes 
that construction on their home will 
begin this month with the $52,000 
allotment. She said she is willing to 
take out a mortgage to cover the re
maining cost. 

lnformationfrom: Yakima Herald
Republic, http://www.yakimaherald. 
com 

Lucei and Heath took and received 
a certificate last July from a home
buyer education seminar in prepara
tion to get a home mortgage on the 
cost to cover the difference over the 
$52,000 they have yet to get. 

"We know that owning a home is 
a huge responsibility," she said. "We 
just want the opportunity to get to 
that level." 

Spencer said the White Swan Fire 
victims made up a committee, which 
meet and decides who is going to get 
assistance and who had priority for 
new homes. 

"The White Swan Committee and 
burn out victims fanned a process 
and made decisions of who would be 
priority(s), in home replacement," he 
said. "In regards to individual non
insured homes, the (committee) has 
detennined that no checks will be 
issued without the secure, confinned 
home building floor plan." 

He said when a home floor plan is 
confirmed, a check would be drawn 
and paid directly to the home con
struction company. 

"The (committee) made this deci
sion to insure the donated monies 
serve its actual purpose that it was 
intended for," Spencer said. "The 
(committee) has not discriminated 
against any family, by no means. 
Once the families submit their floor 

"The infrastructure of water, sew
er, foundation of trailers, and labor 
of rebuilding of the homes and plac
ing foundations, anchor tie downs 
for the trailer park, will absorb the 
balance," Spencer said. 

Lucei was employed in the Yaka
ma Nation's Support Services ad
ministration office, which reported 
to Reimer. The Support Services 
administration office was shut down 
and Lucei was transferred to another 
job site. 

She said that she was being forced 
to resort to the only action left for 
tribal members. 

"The elected officials whom are 
the primary recipients of the donated 
monies should be held fully account
able for use and any misuse of any 
funds," she said in a prepared state
ment. "We would ask that the only 
appropriate forum within the Yaka
ma Nation government that has be 
empowered to examine the actions 
and inactions of our elected repre
sentatives, namely the (Yakama] 
Code of Ethics Committee." 

Reimer could not or did not re
ceive authority to comment. 

information from the Yakima Her
ald-Republic was used in this news 
report, www.yakima-herald.com 



PAGE 4 DECEMBER 27, 2011 - YAK.AMA NATION REVIEW 'f 

ATIVE NORTHWEST 
Montana Stockgrowers: More needs to be done on bison 
By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. - Members of an influential Mon
tana livestock group said Dec. 16 they are not ready to 
allow wild bison to roam freely outside Yellowstone Na
tional Park and instead want more done to control a dis
ease carried by the animals. 

Rejecting calls from some ranchers to show more tol
erance for bison, a Montana Stockgrowers Association 
committee instead passed resolutions advocating slaugh
ter, contraceptive injections and other means to control 
the animals' population. 

The group also urged government agencies to reverse 
last winter's decision to allow hundreds of Yellowstone 
bison to migrate into Montana's Gardiner basin. 

The resolutions cited competition between cattle and 
bison for forage and the risks of bison spreading the dis
ease brucellosis. 

Also Dec. 16, Montana Gov. Brian Schweitzer pro
posed that the federal government conduct brucellosis 
tests on bison captured leaving the park. Animals that 
test negative could be relocated to public lands and ani
mals that test positive could be shipped to slaughter, he 
said. 

Park biologists say more than 1,000 bison could mi
grate out of the park this winter. 

State wildlife officials Dec. 15 proposed allowing at 
least some of those animals to enter into the 75,000-acre 
Gardiner Basin, where they had been barred for decades 
prior to last winter. 

Officials with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks said 
allowing bison into the area would give agencies more 
options for managing the animals. They also said it could 
allow for more bison hunting opportunities in the future. 

But rancher Rick Gibson of Livingston said the far
ther those bison roam, the greater the chance that they 
could transmit spread brucellosis to other wildlife that 
could pass it on to cattle. 

Gibson said he already is stretched thin financially 
because he must test his cattle for the disease every time 
he moves them to new grazing areas. Before bison are 
allowed to enter new areas of Montana, Gibson said the 
park should work to reduce disease prevalence inside the 
park. 

"If you move infected bison close to my operation, 
you create more of a situation," Gibson said. "It's very 
close to putting me out of business." 

Jim Hagenbarth, a Diilon rancher and former chair
man of the state Board of Livestock, said livestock own
ers need to do more to manage their cattle to prevent 
infections. He said brucellosis has become a "political 
disease" and that ranchers need to learn how to deal with 
it or they risk losing grazing rights on public land. 

Hagenbarth represented the livestock industry on a 
citizens advisory panel that last month recommended 
opening new areas to bison, including the Gardiner Ba
sin to the north of the park, the Hebgen Basin to the west 
and the Upper Gallatin to the northwest. 

Another rancher on the advisory panel, Lorents 
Grosfield of Big Timber, said it would take time to work 
through the industry's concerns about increasing bison 
habitat. And in the meantime, Grosfield said, sending bi
son to slaughter will likely continue. 

"We're going to continue to sending them to packing 
plants. That's going to be the way it happens at least for 
the next few years," he said. "You' re not going to hunt 
1,000 bison. It's just not going to work." 

Schweitzer said his proposal for the federal govern
ment to relocate disease-free animals was contingent on 
the Interior Department providing $350,000 for fencing 
and other needs to two tribal reservations in Montana, 
where the state plans to move 68 bison captured from the 
park several years ago. 

The animals were tested numerous times to ensure 
they were disease-free. Schweitzer suggested the gov
ernment could follow the same protocol for bison that 
migrate from the park this year. 

"If they want to control the population by shipping 
them to other states, they can help themselves," he said. 
"The ones they deem necessary to ship to slaughter, they 
can do that." 

The proposal comes after federal officials rebuffed 
Schweitzer's bid to send a second group of Yellowstone 
bison to the National Bison Range near Moiese. That 
prompted the Democratic governor to issue an order 
Dec. 13 barring the Interior Department from transpon
ing any wildlife in Montana without state approval. 

Interior officials said in response to the order that 
they want to work in collaboration with the state. 

Man dead after stabbing on 
the Lummi Reservation 

BELLINGHAM, Wash. (AP) - A man is dead after 
a stabbing on the Lurnmi Reservation, and the FBI is as
sisting with the investigation. 

The Bellingham Herald reports (http://bit.ly/rSMO
Co) that the stabbing occurred late Dec. 16. FBI agents 
are assisting Lummi Nation police and called it a pos
sible homicide. 

No further information about the stabbing was irrl
mediately available from Lummi Nation police, and no 
suspect has been identified. 

Suquamish man killed by 
officers did not fire gun 

PORT ORCHARD, Wash. (AP) - Contrary to the ini
tial police report, a man killed by officers at Suquamish 
did not fire a gun. 

The Kitsap County sheriff's office said Dec. 14 a fol
low-up investigation of the Dec. 8 shooting of Thomas 
Anthony Black determined he did not have a gun, al-

though a black toy handgun was found close to him. 
Sheriff's spokesman Scott Wilson told the Kitsap 

Sun the report that the 44-year-old Suquamish man had 
fired at police was the best information investigators had 
at the time from a very chaotic scene. 

Deputies and Suquamish and S'Klallam tribal police 
went to the house expecting trouble arresting another 
man wanted for violating parole. He has been convicted 
of indecent liberties and assault and is known as violent 
offender with a history of resisting arrest. 

Bill would return local 
control of chemical depot 
ByJONATHANJ.COOPER 
Associated Press 

SALEM, Ore. - Communities near a former U.S. 
Anny chemical weapons depot in eastern Oregon would 
regain the right to develop the property under a bill mak
ing its way through Congress. 

A legal decision by the Pentagon this year effectively 
threw out the development plans that local officials cre
ated over a two-decade period for the Umatilla Chemical 
Depot, slated for closure next year. But members of the 
Oregon congressional delegation intervened, attaching 
legislation to a defense-spending bill expected to be ap
proved Dec. 15 in the House and Senate. 

Federal contractors burned off the last toxic weapons 
in October, and crews are dismantling equipment and 
preparing the facility to be decommissioned. 

Under the plan developed locally, part of the 
31-square-mile property would be used for economic de
velopment. Other pieces would become a wildlife refuge 
and a facility for the Oregon National Guard. 

"We're just kind of in limbo, just waiting, because 
we don't have any authority to do anything technically," 
said Bill Hansell, a Umatilla County commissioner who 
chairs the committee that developed the plan. "At least 
on paper, we don't exist." 

The local reuse plan was crafted in consultation with 
federal officials under the requirements laid out by the 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment Commission, 
which recommended in 2005 that the depot be closed. 
Closure under the commission's process allows the land 
to be transferred to local governments and provides as
sistance to communities affected by a base closure. 

But the legal opinion ruled that the base can't be han
dled under the commission's process because the depot 
wasn't ready for closure before Sept 15, 2011 , when the 
law authorizing its closure expired. The decision frus
trated local officials, who thought the Pentagon was on 
board with their plan, and the area's congressional del
egation. 

Without going through the base-closure commission, 
the base could be caught up in a bureaucratic maze, or 
auctioned to the highest bidder, officials warned. 

"This is another example of the wisdom not all re
siding in the few miles surrounding the beltway," said 
Rep. Ron Wyden, D-Ore. "This is something that ought 
to recognize the extraordinary work done by the rural 
communities in eastern Oregon, that came together after 
living next door to some of the most dangerous weapons 
ever to come up with a plan to ... move ahead." 

The Umatilla Chemical Depot for decades stored 
deadly chemicals agents including sarin and nerve gas 
in some of the 1,000 underground bunkers in the remote 
eastern Oregon desert - a largely agricultural area near 
the Columbia River. The weapons were outlawed under 
the Chemical Weapons Convention, an international 
treaty that took effect in 1997 and now has 188 signa
tories. 

Formal discussions about what to do after the depot's 
closure began in 1990, when it became clear the chemi
cal weapons would be destroyed. Then-Gov. Neil Gold
schmidt appointed a task force to study the implications 
for the local communities. 

Officials from Umatilla and Morrow counties, two 
eastern Oregon ports and the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation were on the committee that 
developed the final plan for the 20,000 acres. Their plan 
would give 7,400 acres to the Oregon National Guard 
for training and storage, and about 5,600 acres would 
become a wildlife refuge to protect sage-steppe habitat. 

The rest would be used for economic development. 
Hansell said the land is close to Interstate 84, two ports 
and a rail line. Officials pitched the region as an excel
lent distribution center for the Pacific Northwest, with 
easy access to Portland; Seattle; Spokane, Wash.; and 
Boise, Idaho. 

The last-minute legal fix was attached to a $662 bil
lion defense bill that would authorize money for military 
personnel, weapons systems, the wars in Iraq and Af
ghanistan and national security programs in the Energy 
Department. 

The White House had threatened that President 
Barack Obama might veto the bill over terrorism provi
sions unrelated to Oregon chemical depot, but his advis
ers backed off Wednesday, saying last-minute changes 
mollified the president's concerns. 

Illegal immigrant sentenced 
for fraud; claimed to be a vet 

YAKIMA, Wash. (AP) - An illegal immigrant from 
Yakima has been sentenced to 8 years in prison on fed
eral fraud and immigration charges. 

A federal court jury earlier convicted 61-year-old Ro
man Ceniceros Mora of 42 counts of fraud related to un
lawfully getting supplemental security income and food 
stamps; falsely claiming to be a U.S. citizen and making 
a false statement on an application for a passport. 

The Mexican citizen has been deported several times, 
but has lived in the U.S. for decades. 

The U.S. Attorney's Office in Spokane said he has 
falsely claimed to be a Native American, and a Marine 
veteran who suffered combat wounds during the Viet
nam War. 

The court ordered Mora to pay $ I 55,431 in restitu
tion to the state and federal governments, and to be de
ported to Mexico upon his release. 

Washington State agency 
targeting northern pike 

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) - The Washington Depart
ment of Fish and Wildlife will ask fishermen to help it 
control the advance of northern pike toward the Colum
bia River. 

State fishery managers in the next few months plan 
to enlist anglers to remove as many northern pike as pos
sible from the Pend Oreille River, which is the route the 
voracious species is following from Idaho and Montana. 

The agency's website outlines the rapid rise of north
ern pike in the Pend Oreille River since 2004 and the 
threat they pose to native fish species. 

Studies conducted with the Kalispel Tribe and East
ern Washington University show a dramatic decline in 
native minnows, largemouth bass, yellow perch and 
other fish species that inhabit the 55-mile Box Canyon 
Reservoir. 

Warm Springs man sentenced 
for firing at police officers 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP)-A Warm Springs man who 
fired at police during a high-speed chase was sentenced 
Dec. 12 in federal court in Portland to more than 12 years 
in prison. 

The U.S. attorney's office says 23-year-old Waylon 
McKie Weaselhead pleaded guilty to assault with intent 
to commit murder. 

During the chase in May 20 I 0, prosecutors say Wea
selhead leaned out the passenger window with a;-ifle and 
fired at two pursuing Warm Springs police cars. Both 
cars were hit, but no officers were injured. 

Authorities say Weaselhead and the driver of the car 
were members of a gang, the Native Gangsta Tribe. 

MSU grad named head of 
national education initiative 

HELENA, Mont. (AP) - Montana State University 
says one of its graduates has been named the head of 
the new White House Initiative on American Indian and 
Alaska Native Education. 

The university says William Mendoza will lead the 
initiative created by an executive order signed by Presi
dent Barack Obama this month. It is aimed at expanding 
educational opportunities for Native Americans. 

Mendoza had been the acting director of the White 
House Initiative on Tribal Colleges and Universities. 

He is an enrolled Oglala Sioux tribal member who 
grew up on South Dakota's Pine Ridge and Rosebud res
ervations. 

Mendoza received a master's degree in educational 
leadership from MSU last year. 

Idaho tribal officers on leave 
amid shooting investigation 

LEWISTON, Idaho (AP) - Three officers with the 
Nez Perce Tribal Police remain on paid leave while fed
eral investigators probe the shooting death of a northern 
Idaho man. 

The Lewiston Tribune reports (http://bit.ly/t2iFL6 ) 
46-year-old Jeffery Allen Flinn of Lewiston died follow
ing a 50-mile car chase that ended in gunfire on Nov. 
12. An FBI spokeswoman declined to comment on the 
investigation into the U.S. Highway 95 shooting. 

Tribe attorney Darren Williams confirmed that three 
officers involved in the shooting remain on administra
tive leave. 

Authorities say Flinn has been released from jail fol
lowing a drunken driving arrest when he got involved 
in a one-vehicle crash outside Lewiston. Police say he 

took a truck from another motorist and fled before of
ficers arrived. 

Tribal police say they spotted the pickup but the man 
refused to pull over. 

Interior secretary appoints 
Idaho BLM panelists 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) - The U.S. Department of Interi
or just restocked its special panels that advise the Bureau 
of Land Management in Idaho about public land issues. 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said Dec. 23 the di
verse backgrounds of the 24 appointees to the Idaho 
Resource Advisory Councils based in Idaho Falls, Twin 
Falls, Boise and Coeur d'Alene will help the BLM as i t 
carries out a multiple-use mission. 

That includes managing public-land grazing, outdoor1 

recreation, energy resources and mining. 
There are 29 Resource Advisory Panels across the 

West, each consisting ofup to 15 members whose back
grounds range from conservation to outdoor recreation, 
ranching to tribes, government to academia. I 

BLM director Bob Abbey says the new Idaho panel-1 
ists' broad expertise will help balance competing inter-/ 
ests, to best manage lands for current and future genera
tions. 

Feds investigate alleged Fort 
Peck Reservation lease scam 

HELENA, Mont. (AP) - An investigation is under 
way into an alleged fraud scheme in which at least three 
people believed they were investing in an oil and gas 
project on Montana's Fort Peck Reservation. 

Court documents filed by the Department of Jnte
rior's Office of Inspector General say those investors 
received nothing in return. Special Agent J. Christopher 
Wood says in an affidavit that the individuals solicit
ing the investments don't actually own any oil and gas 
leases. 

A U.S. magistrate judge in Great Falls signed a war
rant on Dec. 16 for the agency to search the account 
information of four email addresses for information to 
better identify and locate the people who set up those 
accounts. 

Kris Kolesnik of the inspector general 's office in 
Washington, D.C., says he can't comment on ongoing 
cases. 

18-year prison sentence for 
Warm Springs murder 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP)-A Warm Springs man was 
sentenced Dec. 12 in federal court in Portland to 18 years 
in prison for killing a bystander during a shooting. 

The U.S. attorney's office says 23-year-old Ted L. 
Barney pleaded guilty to second-degree murder in the 
shooting last July in a residential neighborhood of the 
Warm Springs Reservation. 

Prosecutors say Barney was shooting at a man who 
threw a rock at a car in which he was riding. Barney 
missed his intended target but one bullet went through 
the back window of a car and hit Delmer Davis in the 
head. 

Idaho man charged in home 
assault on Nez Perce Nation 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) - Federal prosecutors say a 
northern Idaho man repeatedly made harassing phone 
calls to a woman and assaulted her at home on the Nez 
Perce Reservation. 

During a hearing Dec. 20, 24-year-old Carl Weather
wax of Lapwai was charged with making harassing com
munications, burglary, and assault. 

Weatherwax was indicted by a federal grand jury 
Dec.13. 

Authorities say he harassed the woman over the 
phone during a three-day period that started on July 20. 
Around that time, he allegedly entered her house with 
the intent to kidnap her but assaulted her instead, causing 
her to dislocate her kneecap and fracture her leg. 
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Kathryn (Sohappy) Fiander 
YAKJMA, Washington - Kathryn Marie (Sohappy) 

"Ts'may Wana" Fiander, 49 years of age and of Harrah, 
Washington, passed over to the other side on Friday, Au
gust 19, 2011 in Yakima, Washington after a long hard 
fought battle with sclerodenna. Family and friends sur
rounded her. 

Kathryn was born on November 20, 1961 in Toppen
ish, Washington to the late Aleck and Clara (Santanus) 
Sohappy. 

Kathryn i.s a member of the Yakama Nation and be
lieved in Wa'ashut. 

She has been battling a very rare disease - scleroderma 
- for the past seven years. 

On July 27, 1983 she married the love of her life, Den
nis "Tony" H. Fiander Jr. 

Kathryn dearly enjoyed spending time with her chil
dren, grandchildren and siblings, living every day to the 
fullest. 

She was a dedicated Seahawk, Husky, and White Swan 
Cougar fan. She never did miss one of her kids' sports 
games. 

She also enjoyed traveling many miles to the moun
tains, oceans, Cooks Landing and her favorite place, 
Glenwood, Washington. Kathryn enjoyed gathering her 
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Native traditional foods, berries, roots, going hunting 
and fishjng. 

She worked some time for the Yakama Legends Casino 
as a machine supervisor before her diagnosis. 

Her passion was to cook for all her family and friends 
for all occasions. Her humor and personaJity were al
ways uplifting to all she encountered. Although she was 
ill, she never Jet it slow her down and always showed 
her strong heart to all around her. One of her favorite 
pastimes was cleaning while listening to music. 

Kathryn was survived by her loving husband of 29 
'years, Dennis "Tony" Fiander Jr.; her children, Saman
tha Redheart (Leland Bill), Melissa (Nathanael) Rob
erts, Dennis (Amanda) Fiander DI, and Marilyn Fiander 
(Alex Montgomery); her grandchildren, Sheryl Red
heart, Kupkana Leavitt, Leilani Redheart, Jeffrey Bill, 
Mayce F1ander, Ahren and Gavin Roberts, and unborn 
Baby Pfander; her siblings, Marilyn (Steve) Goudy, Tim 
Sohappy, Jeffrey Sohappy, Cynthia Sohappy Oldperson, 
Donald "Jack" Sohappy, Ida (Doug) Sohappy-lke; along 
with numerous nieces and nephews. 

She is preceded in death by both parents; a stepdad, 
Eugene Johnson; a brother, Richard Sohappy; paternal 
grandparents, Eliza Wahpanoyah, Jim Sohappy; mater
nal grandparents, Sara Teo and Harvey Santanus Sr.; her 
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father-in-law, Dennis Fiandcr Sr.; her mother-in-law, 
Aletha (Sampson) Briseno; and her brother-in-law, Levi 
Fiander. 

Her Dressing Service was held in the Merritt Funeral 
Home at Wapato, Wash., with overnight services held 
in the Toppenish Creek Longhouse August 20 and 21. 
Burial was at sunrise August 22, 20 J l in the J 910 Shaker 
Church Cemetery west of White Swan, Washington. 

Stanley F. Arquette 
TOPPENISH, Washington - Stanley F. Arquette, 66 

years of age and of Toppenish, Washington, went to be 
with his mom and dad on December 21, 201 l. 

He was born May 19, 1945 to Tom and Geri Arquette 
in Ellensburg, Washington. 

After graduating from high school he moved to the 
Kent, Washington area. 

He married Mary Gibb and they had two children, 
Terry and Lisa. 

In 1976, the family moved to Brownstown, Wash
ington. 

Stan started his 31 years at the Yakima U.S. Post Of
fice. 

Stan married his second wife and had a daughter, 
Tanisha. 

Stan was proud to be an enrolled member of the 
Yakama Nation. 

Stan loved a good joke, a good party, and a good 
fight. His house was always a gathering place for a big 
campfire - everyone sitting around telling stories and 
laughing. Stan loved lighting off fireworks. He always 
found a reason to set them off. 

Even with his health problems and having to live in a 
nursing home he never gave up flirting with the women. 

He is survived by his children, Terry (Dora) Arquette 
of White Swan, Washington, Lisa (Jay) Gilmour of Rent• 
on, Washington, and Tanisha (Jose) Arquette of Kittitas, 
Washington; his brothers, Thomas (Ann)Arquette ofHy
rum, Utah, Sergio (Stacy) Arquette of Spokane, Wash
ington; a sister, Linda (Joe) Arquette of Zillah, Wash
ington; grandchildren, Cassie, Dylan, Kyle and Jordan; 
many nieces, nephews and cousins. He was especially 
close to his Uncle Bill, Aunt Nonna and friend, Roy. 

He will be laid to rest in the Zillah Cemetery De
cember 27, 2011 at 2:00 P.M. Dinner to follow. Valley 
Hills Funeral Home in Zillah, Wash. is in care of the ar
rangements. Online condolences can be left at www.val
leyhillsfh.com. 

Navajo Nation seeks return of.exhumed remains Wapato man killed in train 
accident identified by police 

By FELICIA FONSECA 
Associated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. - Archaeolo
gists curious about Native American 
cultures dug up human remains and 
associated funerary objects at Can
yon de Chelly decades ago, while 
some remains were taken for protec
tion from erosion in the canyon with 
towering red, sandstone walls. 

Whatever the reason, the Navajo 
Nation wants hundreds of sets of 
human remains exhumed from the 
national monument on their reserva
tion to be returned for proper burial, 
contend,ing the tribe is the rightful 
owner of them. The Navajo Nation, 
whose members live on the coun
try's largest American Indian reser
vation, contend in a Lawsuit filed last 
week that despite their demands for 
the remains, the National Park Ser
vice has unrightfully held them in a 
collection in Tucson. 

Since I 93 I, the federal agency 
has been charged with preserving 
the thousands of artifacts and ruins 
within the national monument near 
Chinle. But the land revered by 
Navajos as sacred remains tribally 
owned. 

Canyon de Chelly Superintendent 

Tom Clark said the Park Service's 
goal is to repatriate the items, but 
it first must determine whether any 
other tribes have cultural affilia
tion to them under a 1990 federal 
law known as the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act. Clark said that law appears to 
conflict with the property rights of 
the Navajo Nation. 

"Until we see how this plays out, 
we would not proceed to aggravate 
the situation," he said Tuesday. "But 
we' ll see how it actually plays out 
and determine from then~. Obvious!),, 
other tribes are interested in it, too." 

Canyon de Chelly has been inhab
ited for thousands of years, with ar
tifacts and cliff dwellings lining the 
canyon walls dating from the 4th 
to 14th centuries. Clark said Zuni 
Pueblo, the Hopi Tribe, Apaches, 
Utes or other tribes could have right
ful claims to the remains. 

T he Navajo Nation - which calls 
the canyon "tsegi" or "within the 
rock" - believe that digging up hu
man remains causes illness to the 
living, including arthritis and de
pression, and damages the environ
ment. The tribe said it never agreed 
to let the Park Service or any other 
entity carry off remains or cultural 

objects located on the monument be
cause that would have contradicted 
traditional Navajo laws and violated 
the rights of tribal members. 

"Since at least 1868, this has been 
the heart of Navajo country, and 
nothing in the act that created the na
tional monument changed that," said 
Alan Downer, director of the tribe's 
Historic Preservation Department. 
"So for the Park Service to say, 'We 
dug it up, put it in our collection and, 
therefore, it's ours. ' is wrong." 

The tribe further argues that the 
remains were tat<<ija WI ~Q1;1g,ess 
outlined a process for museums and 
federal agencies to inventory their 
collections, consult with tribes re
garding cultural affiliation and re
turn remains to the appropriate tribe. 
Congress has allowed the Park Ser
vice to hold the objects and remains 
only temporarily to preserve and 
protect them at most, the tribe said. 

The most recent excavation in 
Canyon de Chelly took place in 
1988 when the tribe agreed to let the 
Park Service remove remains from 
an eroding arroyo under the condi
tion that they are reburied soon after, 
Downer said. Instead, they ended 
up in the Park Service's collection, 
he said. Other excavation work was 

done as early as the 1890s. TOPPENISH, Wash. - A 58-yer-old man struck and kiJled by a train at 
The Park Service met with tribes in \ the 10 block of East Toppenish Avenue Dec. 16 has been identified. 

June and showed them its collection. ) According to a Toppenish Police Department report, an eastbound train 
Downer said some of the pottery ~ stuck Galen Eli George of Wapato, Wash. The accident site is near the Rail
clearly is Navajo as are remains re- ! road Park in Toppenish. 
covered from Massacre Cave, where \ The report said George was crossing the railroad tracks with two other 
]'] 5 Navajos were killed in a bloody ~ people just after 1 p.m. Dec. 16. He was declared deceased at the scene. 
encounter with the Spanish in 1805. ) The two other people fled the scene are being sought by authorities as 

"When you get to pre-contact ~ witnesses in the case. 
times, it's very difficult to say, 'this ! Anyone with identity information on the two people who were with 
is unquestionably ancestral to this ~ George can call the Toppenish Police Department at 865-4355. 
contemporary tribe,"' Downer said. \ 

Clark said the Park Service doesn' t ( --------------------------

claim ultimate ownership of the re- ( 
mains or objects but must follow the : 
rli'an'd~te of Congress'. ; . I ; I . ' 

~''We all want to have the remains 
repatriated, that's what all the tribes . 
and the Park Service have all stated," ) 
he said. ''That is our goal. I guess the ( 

Unharime_d baby foun.d 
_ 

1 f • II 

with dead parents 
disagreement is in the process to get ( By RACHEL D'ORO 
there." Associated Press 

The Navajo Nation is asking a \ 
judge to declare that the remains ! ANCHORAGE, Alaska - A man 
are the property of the tribe and or- ! and woman were found dead with 
der the Park Service to immediately ) 
return them. Should the court deter- ! 
mine that federal laws transferred the j 
title of human remains and cultural i 
objects from the tribe to the Park j 
Service, the Navajo Nation wants \ 
those laws declared void. 

their unharmed baby in a remote 
western Alaska village when wor
ried relatives went to check on them, 
family members said Dec. 19. 

State troopers were investigat
ing the deaths of Jonathan Paul, 29, 
and Gina Martin, 26. The couple's 
] -year-old daughter, Deann, is stay-

ing with Martin's family. 
Troopers have not said how the 

couple died at their home in Kip
nuk, a Yupik Eskimo community of 
640 people. Even relatives said they 
haven't been told. 

"Nobody knows what happened," 
said Gina Martin's sister, Patricia 
Martin. "Just pray for us." 

Patricia Martin said she and her 
mother found the bodies when they 
went to the couple's home late Sat
urday night after not hearing from 
Gina Martin all day. 

It is with profound regard and respect that we extend our heartfelt appreciation 
to those who have entrusted us to provide our seNices - personnally and 

spiritually - to their bereaved families. The Colonial Funeral Home family is 
dedicated to providing your family with proper and personal services during 

your time of loss. 

The door was locked, so Patricia 
Martin broke in with a butter knife, 
she said. She couldn't tell what 
caused the deaths. 

"I just took the baby and left," she 
said. 

Her mother, Dolly Martin, called 
a tribal police officer, who notified 
troopers. 

visit us at www.to----enishfunerals.con, 
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uneral Home 
Alder, Toppenish 
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Kipnuk is located near the coast 
of the Bering Sea, about 475 miles 
west of Anchorage. 

Many in the community rely on a 
subsistence lifestyle, and trapping 
brings income as well. Most jobs, 
such as commercial fishing and con
struction, are seasonal, according to 
a state community database. 

Suspect captured in 
murder at colony 

WINNEMUCCA, Nev. (AP) - Au
thorities say they ' ve captured a sus
pect in a fatal shooting on the Battle 
Mountain Indian Colony in north
central Nevada. 

The FBI says in a statement that 
46-year-old Daniel Draper was ar
rested the evening of Dec. 22 in 
Winnemucca by the local police 
and Humboldt County Sheriff's Of
fice after he was spotted in the city's 
downtown. 

Federal agents say a murder war
rant was issued for Draper's arrest. 
He's accused of being involved in 
the killing of 48-year-old Linford 
Dick of Owyee. 

Police say he was shot to death at 
about l a.m. Dec. 20. 
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PXWI (OPINION AND COMMENTARY) 
AND FURTHERMORE 

Yakama voters 
just 'get'r done' 

The annual Yakama General Council is moving along despite this being 
a Yakama Tribal Council election year. 

Once you wade through the campaign questions and comments, you can 
find sound information or pressing questions that Yakama voters can use in 
making sound decisions. 

Voters have quickly reached officials business quorums at the scheduled 
meetings of adult Yakama voters and the "Matters of Great Importance" have 
been extensively discussed. There have been decisions made that should give 
those responsible to see they are carried out. 

It is not acceptable enough to just complain about a subject, issue or 
leader, but rather voters need to be prepared to offer a working solution. Any
time marching orders are given by Yakama voters, careful work need to be 
put into those orders so they are easily understood and not be mistranslated 
by those in charge of carrying out the day-to-day business for the Yakama 
Nation. 

The current form of government used by the Yakama Nation goes back 
beyond the testimony given by Yakama elders today about the days when 
the people gathered days and nights on end to see to those "Matters of Great 
Importance." After all that is how the Yakama Treaty of 1855 was set down. 

- Ronnie Washines 

GUEST COLUMN 

Restore -the Yakima 
River and its salmon 
By MICHAEL GARRJTY 

For nearly three years, I've been 
working with the Yakama Nation 
and conservation partners at the Na
tional Wildlife Federation, The Wil
derness Society, and Trout Unlim
ited - among others - to negotiate 
a package of habitat restoration and 
protection and water management 
measures to restore central Washing
ton's Yakima River and its salmon 
and steelhead in a way that earns the 
lasting support of the Yakama Na
tion, local farmers, and local com
munities. 

Earlier this year, the multi-stake
holder Yakima Workgroup agreed on 
a general plan to restore hundreds of 
thousands of salmon to the Yakima 
River and its tributaries, including 
what could be the largest sockeye 
salmon run in the lower 48 states. 

ln spite of some tough trade-offs 
- namely new and expanded water 
storage dams at Wymer Canyon and 
Bumping Lake, respectively - the 
plan will add up to a much healthier 
Yakima watershed by providing for: 

Fish passage into the high eleva
tion Cascade Mountain spawning 
habitat for the first time since head
water storage dams were built a cen
tury ago; 

Designation of 12 new Wild and 
Scenic rivers, over 20,000 acres of 
Wilderness area additions, and two 
new National Recreation Areas; 

On-farm water conservation; 
More robust water markets; 
Groundwater recharge to improve 

late summer stream flows; 
Re-operation and possible removal 

of some existing irrigation diversion 

darns; 
Protection of threatened land

scapes like 46,000 acres in the Tean
away River Valley; and 

River and stream restoration, in
cluding an ambitious floodplain res
toration plan. 

The result of these actions will be 
a restored salmon and trout fishery, 
more resilience to the impacts of 
climate change, and healthier riv
ers and streams from the Yakima's 
Cascade Mountain headwaters to its 
confluence with the Columbia River. 

The plan would also set a new, 
higher - and much greener! - stan
dard for western water management. 

With the release of a draft environ
mental impact statement (EIS) on 
the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan, 
the Washington State Department 
of·Ecology and the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation have taken a signifi
cant step toward making this ambi
tious restoration and water manage
ment plan a reality, but your input is 
needed to help improve the plan and 
to show support for restoring the Ya
kima River and its salmon. 

The agencies are accepting public 
comment on the plan through Janu
ary 3, 2012. 

Comments can be e-mailed to Ms. 
Candace McKinley at the Bureau of 
Reclamation at yrbwep@usbr.gov. 

Michael Garrity is the Washing-
ton State Conservation Director. 
He has a B.A. in History from the 
University of Washington, and JD. 
and Environmental law Specializa
tion Certifi,catefrom Berkeley law 
(Boalt Hall). 
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OUT OF OUR MAILBAG 

There is enough rough resource for energy pellets 
REVIEW: 

Our tribal council has already 
given the fallen timber to Boise Cas
cade for their chippers. 

Now Kipp Ramsey wants to make 
sure the Indians can't cut any fire
wood. 

A single firebox, about the size a 
bedroom, would have to bum a mas
sive amount of wood 24-7 to make 
electricity. 

My thought- forgetaboutit. 
We can have an energy-producing 

incinerator that would bum a mas
sive amount of poop pellets. Wood 
has natural oils; human bio waste 
has nothing to make a great deal of 
smoke - poop happens, let's use it. 

The solid waste can be separated 
in sewer lines and run in a conveyer 
belt to dry and cook in its own heat. 

Then it can be pressed into pellets 
and shipped to various incinera.tors. 

One ton of fresh poop will make 
about 500 pounds of pellets. 

At the rate the white man is steal
ing our timber it will soon be gone. 
There is an endless supply of poop. 

There is also an endless supply of 
hospital waste and they pay a shinny 
penny to get rid of it. 

I've been advocating energy pro
ducing incinerators since Bill Clin
ton was in the White House. I've 
written many letters to many people, 
but America only gives lip service to 
taking care of this earth. 

We can build a three-bank inciner
ator that is three fireboxes in a circle, 
with a connecting horizontal smoke 
stack. Zero emissions, the smoke 
stack or pipe will have modified car 

LEGENDS EXPANSION UPDATE 

catalytic converters to liquefy the 
smoke so it can be reburned over 
and over. 

Three incinerators, with two in op
eration at all times, the third one or 
dummy, would be fired up when one 
of the others is shut down for clean
ing slag. 

The output could easily be regu
lated according to demand. 

In the 1990s, NASA had their Mars 
program, where astronauts Ii ved in a 
Mars environment for months. They 
only ate dehydrated foods and drank 
water that was their own recycled 
urine. 

NASA made a water recovery sys
tem so efficient, it cleaned urine of 
all contaminants. 

Using their water systems we could 
also reclaim all liquid bio waste -

also known as pee - then return to 
the ground aquifer for irrigation. 

Renewable resource energy plants 
can also get federal funding once a 
viable plan is presented. 

These incinerators could be used 
not only all over the country, but also 
all over the world. 

It would eliminate the use of toxic 
chemicals currently used in every 
sewer plant in the world. 

All kinds of bio waste can be dried 
and pressed into poop pellets. Cattle, 
horse, zoo doo, rabbit farms, even 
chicken poop can make pellets. The 
only poop_that cannot be used is fish 
poop. 

Poop happens, let's make money 
from it and help clean Mother Earth. 
JAMES E. PRATT 
Toppenish, Wash. 

Yakama Legends Casino expansion set for spring; 
wastewater treatment facility complaint, working 
By E. ARLEN WASHlNES 

Holiday Greetings to all of our 
people and readers. Yakama Leg
ends Casino wishes all of you a safe 
and prosperous Holiday Season and 
a Great New Year for 2012! 

Legends Casino is proud of our 
past year's accomplishments with 
what resources we have to work 
with. 

Legends exceeded 2010 alloca
tions to the tribe! An accomplish
ment that shows the hard work Leg
ends' associates are doing is paying 
off big time for the tribe! 

Legends 83 percent Yakama en
rolled tribal member hired rate this 
past year is the highest since opening 
the doors over 13 years ago! 

This is exciting in that the new 
expansion will prove to be even a 
bigger and brighter future for our 
people. 

The Swinerton/RJS Construction 
Company has been selected as the 
general contractor. Swinerton's main 
office is located in Bellevue, Wash
ington and their partner RJS Con
struction is located in Zillah, Wash. 
RJS is a Native American female
owned company. 

Their contract is still being pro
cessed and is currently in the legal 
review as we speak. 

Legends Casino has been charged 
by the people of general council 
Resolution GC-01-2011 to negotiate 
the best financial package at a sav
ings to the tribe in the protection of 
our assets and the construction of the 
Legends Casino expansion is done 
in an expeditious manner to immedi
ately generate needed revenue to the 
tribe and strengthen the economy of 
the Yakama Nation. 

The expansion team comprised of 
the Legends Board of Directors and 
Legends staff has made the selec
tion of the general contractor based 
on the directive given by the general 
council, the people and continues to 
work so as to benefit our great Na
tion. 

Delays have been an issue and in 
particular legal reviews, which can 
and will take time to ensure contracts 
are constructed to maximize protec
tion of the tribe in all aspects of the 
expansion - now and in the future. 

The Legends team is currently in 
the final stages of breaking ground 
on the childcare center, which will 
be located at the west side associ
ate and vendor access off of Robins 
Road just north of the Toppenish 
Longhouse. 

The facility will feature accommo
dations for afterschool children and 
increase the capacity from 30 chil
dren to over 65 per shift. 

Legends is using Yakama Nation 
Human Services Department servic
es to ensure adequate construction 
conducive to the needs of children is 
implemented into the design. 

Once the tribal budget for fiscal 
year 2012 is approved, the childcare 
facility, which is a part of the casi
no's capital budget, can commence. 

Our children are our number one 
priority and their safety and good 

health is important and this is why 
we included this portion of the ex
pansion in our budget rather than 
wait for total financing for the other 
expansion areas such as the hotel, 
parking garage, etc. 

Our expansion team continues to 
work on the architectural drawings 
of the facility we've identified as 
priority along with our construction 
contractor and site consultant. We 
are hoping that actual construction 
activities can happen on the ground 
by March or April 2012. 

There have been concerns regard
ing the casino's Waste Water Treat
ment Plant (WWTP). 

The following letter was submitted 
to the General Manager 's office as 
well as the Board of Directors from 
Mr. Kenneth Grasser, lead WWTP 
operator/WDM. 

"Kenneth Grasser lead WWTP op
erator would like to address some 
of the rumors being said about the 
Yakama Nation Legends Casino 
Wastewater Treatment Plant in the 
past several months. It has been said 
that the plant has failed at least twice 
- this is not the case! The truth is, 
parts of the plant, i.e. equipment, has 
failed, one of which was the NADH 
probe, which controls the nutrient 
(nitrates, ammonia, etc.) removal 
process. The NADH probe is not a 
shelf spare item; it has to be calibrat
ed in a lab located in Texas. It took 4 
months to get the probe repaired and 
back into operation. [n order to en
sure this does not happen again, we 
have eliminated the probe and run 
the system off a dissolved oxygen 
(DO) meter, the DO meter is a part 
that is more reliable and we are able 
to have a shelf spare on-site. Using 
the DO meter also gives us more 
control over the system allowing us 
to make immediate adjustments. 

"The infiltration basin filter fabric 
also fouled leading to the rumor that 
we had raw sewage or "crap" was 
the term used seeping up around the 
basin! First of all it was treated ef
fluent not crap that was puddle up 
around the infiltration basin; the ba
sin did fail due to the fabric becom
ing fouled, which the cause is yet to 

· be determined. We are still waiting 
for permission to dismantle the ba
sin to investigate the root cause. To 
correct the issue we have received 
permission from both EPA and WIP 
to start discharging to surface water, 
we started discharging to the WIP 
canal located south of the WWTP. 
We stopped discharging to the in
filtration basin in March 20 11 and 
have been using the effluent for ir
rigation on casino lawns. 

"We are required by the EPA to 
meet the clean water act standards 
for effluent discharge; this plant is 
capable of meeting the highest of 
effluent quality standards! There 
are many different levels of effluent 
quality s~dards, the clean water 
act is the minimum quality efflu
ent wastewater treatment plants are 
allowed to discharge then there are 
class D, C, B and Class A being the 
highest quality. Instead of follow
ing the clean water act standards 

we have chosen to follow the most 
stringent of effluent quality stan
dards available, we not only meet 
those standards, but we exceed Class 
A Reclaimed Water standards! It is 
the top priority of the WWTP staff to 
discharge the highest quality effluent 
possible, we strive every day to give 
the people of the Yakama Nation a 
wastewater plant they can be proud 
of that sets the standard for effluent 
quality! 

"There have also been concerns 
that the plant cannot handle the ex
tra load from the casino expansion 
and new tribal jail? This plant was 
designed to operate for many years 
before it would need to be e¥pand
ed and predictions on population 
growth was used to determine the 
ability to accept waste water. We 
have more than enough capacity and 
we look forward to the additional 
increased flow. A treatment plant 
becomes more efficient the closer to 
design flow it gets. We would like 
to be operating at 90-95% of design 
flow, not only would this make our 
processes more efficient but it would 

also give us even better nutrient re
moval. At this point our hydraulic 
load is less than 40% of design flow, 
with the expansion, new jail facility 
and agency campus including the 
RV park, Land Enterprise, Cultural 
Center, Indian Health Service, and 
Wanity Park, we will still be less 
than 90%. 

We would like to invite the en
rolled members of the Yakama Na
tion to come out and tour the plant 
so all of you can see for yourselves. 
We have regularly scheduled tours 
on Thursday at 2:00 p.m. by appoint
ment. For those of you that are inter
ested in setting up a tour or need a 
special tour time, feel free to contact 
Ray Spencer, Y.N. Legends Casino 
Facilities Director at (509) 865-8800 
extension 5090. We look forward to 
meeting everyone and showing you 
our/your great facility. 

E. Arlen Washines is Yakama Leg
ends Casino :S interim general man
ager. 
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Christmas joy spread across Yakama Reservation 

WALMART*16 
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Yakama Nation Review photos by Darla C. Leslie 

Tribal members across the Yakama Reservation were the recipients of over $300,000 of donated Christmas gifts including food, 
bikes, gift cards, coats, clothing and mass toys for all the young girls and boys, courtesy of King Mountain Tobacco. According to 
owner Delbert Wheeler, 'Being able to give kids something they have never had was a great thing and made it the best Christmas 
ever for my family and for some families across the reservation.' This is the 5th anniversary of the Christmas give-away. 

Early Detection is 
the Best Prevention 

Yuck! Who would honestly WANT to participate in the collection of their own feces (poop)?! Of course no
body really wants to turn in any 'samples' of their own fecal waste, but if you will just follow a few embarrass
ing basic steps. you could help protect yourself, your family, and your community. 

Here are the facts: 
1) Cancer is the third (3rd

) leading cause of death for American Indians and Alaska Native (Al/AN) 
Americans of all ages. 
2) Cancer is the second (2°d) leading cause of death for American Indians over the age of 45. (The 
number of all Yakama 1.H.S. clinic patients over age 45=7790, the number of all Yakama I.H.S. clinic patients 
enrolled Yakama=2582). 
3) The risk of colorectal cancer increases if there is a history of the disease within your family, or any 
personal history of inflammatory bowel disease. 
4) The average new cases of colorectal cancer for Al/AN residents in Washington state was forty-one 
(41) from 2006-2008. This is the highest number per population in Washington state. 

The best method of prevention is to do the colorectal cancer screenings recommended by the CDC. Screenings 
start at age 50, and the simplest, least invasive method is to the complete the at-home screening tests. The 
Fecal Occult Blood Test (FOBT) is a packet of 3 cards (about the size of a business card) that require a smear 
of fecal matter on each card. When the cards are turned into the I.H.S. clinic, the lab techs use a chemical on 
the back of the sample. The actual sample submitted by the patient, is never seen by the lab tech, nurse, or 
provider. The test looks for blood in the feces, which would require further testing. 
- By completing the yearly FOBT screenings, the results have averaged a 33.4% reduction in cancer mortality. If 
there are any findings of any positive results in the FOBT tests, means finding possible precautions that could 
lead to polyps, which could lead to cancer so getting the screenings done yearly could really help prevent any 
further problems that may occur in the future. 
- Other risk factors for colorectal cancer include smoking, alcohol consumption, physical inactivity, and a diet 
with high-fat intake with low amounts of fruits and vegetables. 
- The best time is now - contact your Primary Care Provider at 1.H.S. and ask about completing the FOBT 
screenings. Your provider or nurse will give you a small packet to take home and complete, then submit your 
cards back to the clinic for testing. Help protect yourself from one of the most preventable causes of cancer, 
while protecting your family and community at the same time. 
- For questions about the FOBT screenings, please contact Pam Leslie, Management Analyst at 509-865-1790. 
References: 
*WA State Cancer Registry at www.doh.gov 

Don't let the sun 
set on your chan• to 
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 
'Lily of the Mohawks' to 

be named a saint; Yakama 
Catholics rejoicing 

By ROBIN WOJTANIK 
Yakima Diocese 

Revered among Native American 
Catholics for centuries, she was de
clared "Blessed" in 1980, by Pope 

YAKIMA, Wash. - The approval John Paul IL He waived the usual 
by Pope Benedict XVI of a mira- requirement of a first miracle, based 
cle attributed to the intercession of on the history of devotion to her, and 
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha has Na- miraculous cures attributed to her in-
tive American Catholics in Central 
Washington rejoicing that she will 
soon be declared a saint of the Ro
man Catholic Church. 

"We've prayed really hard for her 
recognition," said Yvonne Smith, 
a Yakama Nation member. "We've 
thought of her all along as a saint." 

The Most Rev. Joseph J. Tyson, 
bishop of the Diocese of Yakima 
was a member of the committee that 
reviewed the miracle - the cure of 
a Lummi Nation boy who made a 
complete recovery after nearly dying 
of an attack by flesh-eating bacteria. 

Physicians were unable to find a 
medical explanation for the child's 
recovery. 

"She is an inspiration to all Catho
lics, especially our Native Ameri
cans," Rev. Tyson said. 

Blessed Kateri, also known as the 
"Lily of the Mohawks," became a 
Catholic Christian in 1676 at the age 
of twenty in New York. 

The decision displeased her rela
tives and she fled to a Jesuit mission 
in Canada, where she made a private 
vow of perpetual virginity. 

She taught the faith to children and 
helped the elderly and sick. 

She died in 1680. 

tercession in the past. 
Smith, who retired as director of 

the Yakama Nation Housing Author
ity after 20 years of service, said 
the cause for Blessed Kateri's saint
hood, which began in 1932, has been 
a unifying force among the Native 
Americans in the United States. 

"She's someone we can relate to as 
a native person," she said. "Many of 
us have prayed for her help, anytime 
we've needed a miracle in our pri
vate or community lives. There are 
many who have been helped by her 
intercession." 

The Tekakwitha Conference, 
which celebrates and affirms Native 
American Catholicism, is held in a 
different part of the country each 
year. The 73rd conference is sched
uled for July 18-22 in Albany, New 
York. 

Smith, who has attended several 
conferences, said Lydia Johnson, a 
Yakama tribal member who is now 
in her early 90s, has not missed one. 

The conference draws native peo
ples from around the world, not just 
the United States, Smith said. 

Rev. William Shaw, pastor of the 
St. Mary Parish in White Swan, 
Wash. on the Yakama Reservation, 

said he was pleased by the news. 
"We've been praying a long time 

for this," he said. "I hope people 
continue to try to imitate her inno
cence and faith." 

Shaw said he has attended the an
nual conference the last few years 
with his brother, the retired Rev. 
John Shaw, who has been the dio
cese's coordinator of Native Ameri
can Ministries for many years. 

Pope Benedict's acceptance of the 
miracle came at a meeting Dec. 19 
in Rome, Italy with Cardinal Angelo 
Amato, prefect of the Vatican's Con
gregation for Saints' Causes. 

He also approved a second mira
cle attributed to the intercession of 
Blessed Marianne Cope, a teacher 
and hospital administrator from New 
York who spent the last 30 years of 
her life ministering to leprosy vic
tims in Hawaii. She died in 191 8 
at the age of 80, and was declared 
"blessed" in 2005. 

Once the Pope's decision is ratified 
by a meeting of cardinals in Rome, 
a date can be set for a public cer
emony recognizing their sainthood. 
Such ceremonies typically are held 
in Rome, Italy. 

The pope also formally recognized 
64 men and women who died dur
ing the Spanish Civil War as mar
tyrs, who died because of"hatred of 
the faith," and he also advanced the 
sainthood causes of 18 other people. 

An undated artist rendition of the Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha. 
Photos courtesy of dallyweavlng.com 

Oklahoma DHS board OKs foster-care lawsuit settlement 
By GINNIE GRAHAM 
Tulsa World Staff Writer 

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. - The 
Oklahoma Commission for Human 
Services voted 6-3 late Dec. 20 to 
settle a federal class-action lawsuit 
over the state's foster care system. 

The suit, filed three years ago, al
leges abuses in the state's child wel
fare system. 

The commission, which governs 
the Department of Human Services, 
began meeting in executive session 
with Attorney General Scott Pruitt 
and federal Magistrate T. Lane Wil
son about 6 p.m. At I 0:50 p.m., the 
commission reconvened and voted 
to settle the lawsuit. 

Voting no were Commissioners 
Jay Dee Chase, Richard Devaughn 
and Aneta Wilkinson. 

Details of the settlement are not 
being released until the state Contin
gency Review Board approves the 
decisions, said Assistant Attorney 
General Melissa Houston. She said 
the federal magistrate has issued a 
confidentiality order over the settle
ment, which remains in place. 

The Contingency Review Board's 
approval of settlements costing the 

, ... ~,-~i•~ 

state more than $25,000 is required 
before they are final. 

OHS Director Howard Hendrick 
issued a statement late Dec. 20, say
ing: "While the terms of the settle
ment remain confidential, I can say 
that the terms are unique in this kind 
of litigation. Both sides were will
ing to entertain a new approach to 
resolving class action civil rights 
claims involving child welfare sys
tems. 

"The strength of our defense and 
the excellent work our child welfare 
workers do every day changed the 
conversation about how these kinds 
of cases should be resolved. The 
future improvements, the details of 
which must yet be developed, are 
outlined in a framework that both 
sides hope will satisfy our shared de
sire to meet the needs of vulnerable 
children and families." 

Commission Chairman Brad Yar
brough said he was satisfied with 
the settlement, adding: "It was in the 
best interest of the commission to do 
so." 

Chase, in voting against the settle
ment, said: "It presented more ques
tions than answers." 

Children's Rights, a New York-

BORN 11/28/99 

based national child-advocacy group 
that has filed similar class action 
suits across the country for the past 
two decades, filed the suit February 
2008 in the U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of Oklahoma. 

Children's Rights seeks a variety 
of reforms such as caseload limits, 
education and training, additional 
placement options for foster chil
dren, improved monitoring, quality 
assurance and the appointment of a 
neutral monitor. 

The case will not result in an award 
of monetary damages to the original 
plaintiffs or the class. 

A nonjury trial was scheduled to 
begin Feb. 21. 

OHS has spent about $7 million on 
outside attorneys to defend the law
suit, and commissioners approved 
another $2 million for future costs. 
Because it agreed to the settlement, 
DHS likely will have to pay some or 
all of the plaintiffs' legal fees. 

The original plaintiffs were nine 
children, ages 4 months to 16 years, 
who allegedly suffered abuse while 
in DHS foster care placements. 

U.S. District Judge Gregory Friz
zell expanded the lawsuit in May 
2009 into a class action, which has 

been upheld by appel late courts. The 
class is defined as current and foster 
children; OHS reports having more 
than 8,000 children in the foster care 
system. 

Through numerous attempts to 
have the lawsuit dismissed, the 
scope was narrowed. On Dec. I, 
Frizzell threw out two of three civil 
rights claims in the complaint. 

However, the plaintiffs' side said 
it was happy with the decision be
cause its "core claim" dealing with 
foster children's due-process rights 
survived. 

On Friday, Frizzell rejected a OHS 
motion to dismiss the lawsuit, which 
OHS attorneys had argued is im
proper because children involved are 
part of ongoing juvenile proceedings 
in Oklahoma district comts. 

Frizzell stated that most of the 
measures requested by the plaintiffs 
do not interfere with state court pro
ceedings. 

[n court filings, Children's Rights 
claimed that foster children were 
scalded in bath water, sexually mo
lested, beaten with tree switches and 
belts and hit in the face. 

[n his earlier order certifying 
the case as a class action, Frizzel l 
pointed to allegations of the com
mission's lack of monitoring efforts, 
with many references to depositions 
of the commissioners. 

Commissioners testified they meet 
for two to three hours a month and 
do not set the agenda, but consider 
information "selected and provided" 
by Hendrick and senior DHS man
agers, the order states. 

Hendrick testified no commission-

ers in recent history have asked him 
for a report on anything related to 
child welfare and none approached 
him about any data "troubling to 
them," it states. 

Commissioners said they were not 
told the DHS child welfare division 
after 2002 lost its national accredi
tation, which is required by statute. 
They also could not recall being 
given or asking for information re
lated to caseloads, shelter population 
numbers or visitation numbers. 

Devaughn, a former commission 
chairman, testified that he could not 
remember if the oversight board 
was given reports on rate of abuse 
in care, number of placements per 
child, lengths of stay in custody, out
of-county placements, family sepa
rations and shortage of foster-care 
homes. 

Commissioners came under criti
cism earlier this year after some 
high-profile child deaths where OHS 
workers were involved. · 

Gov. Mary Fallin appointed two 
new members fonner Oklahoma 
County District Attorney Wes Lane 
of Oklahoma City and Yarbrough, a 
businessman who took over as com
mission chairman in October. 

The lawsuit points to high casel
oads as leading to abuses, and it al
leges that the commission failed to 
provide enough oversight to protect 
children. 

Accrediting body standards call 
for no more than 18 children per 
caseworker, or eight per caseworker 
in the case of special needs children. 

Caseloads reported by OHS in 
March ranged from between 20 chil
dren and more than 30 children per 
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worker. 
DHS has 1,327 employees in its 

Child Welfare Division and 1,117 
of those are front-line workers who 
carry caseloads. An order by Frizzell 
last month noted, ' 'defendants' own 
expert, Robin Arnold-Williams, con
cluded that OHS does not accurately 
measure caseloads and that its casel
oads exceed professionally accepted 
standards." 

'The court finds that plaintiffs 
have presented 'significant proof' 
that OHS has a policy or practice 
of failing to adequately monitor the 
safety of plaintiff children causing 
significant harm and risk of harm to 
their safety," his order states. 
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Study of Hood River steelhead finds natural selection in 
hatcheries causes rapid productivity declines in the wild 

Sex offender 
moves, takes 
up Toppenish 

By SCOIT LEARN 
The Oregonian 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) - Ge
netic adaptation of hatchery steel
head starts hurting spawning success 
within just one generation, accord
ing to a study of Hood River fish 
that could lead to pinning down the 
causes of hatchery domestication. 

Classic Darwinian evolution is -
clearly at work - and it's working 
fast, the researchers concluded in 
their study, published Dec. 20 by the 
Proceedings of the National Acad
emy of Sciences. 

The findings confirm earlier sus
picions and raise concerns about 
programs to supplement wild popu
lations of salmon and steelhead by 
releasing young hatchery fish near 
spawning grounds. Unlike conven
tional hatcheries, supplementation 
programs try to integrate the hatch
ery populations into wild popula
tions, many listed under the Endan
gered Species Act. 

Earlier studies on the Hood River 
had already identified declining pro

to wild spawning grounds - showed 
a 71 percent decline in productivity 
after spawning in the wild compared 
to hatchery fish that returned fewer 
siblings. 

Using hatchery fish as broodstock 
also resulted in far higher returns in 
the first generation than using wild 
fish eggs and sperm to stock the 
hatchery, the study found, another 
indication of rapid adaptation to 
captivity. 

The findings clearly show that 
natural selection is fostering domes
tication of hatchery fish, said OSU 
Professor Michael Blouin, who also 
participated in the study. 

lt moves science a step closer to 
figuring out how to isolate what's 
going wrong in hatcheries and fix the 
problems, Blouin said. Blouin and 
other OSU researchers are studying 
that question now. 

If crowded tanks prove to be a key 
problem, for example, hatcheries 
could reduce hatchery populations 
or build more tanks. 

residence 
YAKIMA, Wash. - The Yakima 

County Sheriff's Office is released 
information to inform the public of 
a sex offender release. 

A sheriff's office report said Da
vid Justin Jensen-Roy, 28, was tak
ing up residency in the 10th block of 

ductivity in Hood River hatchery Undated photo of steelhead returning to spawn. 
steelhead. The latest research shows 

Photo courtesy of John McMlllan/OragonStateUnlverslty 

"In my opinion, the question of 
whether genetic change occurs in 
hatcheries has been answered," Bl
ouin said. "If we could quit arguing 
about that and find out why, then 
we're all on the same team again." 

David Justin Jensen-Roy 

Branch Road, Toppenish, Wash. 
it comes from domestication of 
young fish in hatcheries that can be 
passed on when hatchery fish breed 
with wild fish, not from a temporary 
environmental effect, said Mark 
Christie, an Oregon State University 
genetic researcher and the study's 
lead author. 

"Now we know definitely that it's 
adaptation to captivity and it hap
pens in a single generation, which is 
amazing from an evolutionary stand
point," Christie said. 

Hood River steelhead that thrived 

in hatcheries had traits that were 
"beneficial in captivity but severely 
maladaptive in the wild," the study 
says. 

Supporters of hatchery supplemen
tation programs, including many 
Northwest tribes, caution against 
concluding that supplementation is 
bad. Tribes use it to help fulfill gov
ernment promises made to sustain 
tribal fisheries when Columbia Ba
sin dams were built and in treaties 
signed in the mid- 1800s. 

The productivity declines in Hood 

River steelhead are among the 
sharpest of many salmon and steel
head runs studied. And damage from 
dams and habitat destruction likely 
have bigger effects on productivity 
and returns, they say. 

"It's important to remember that 
hatchery supplementation is a re
sponse to declining or depressed 
salmon populations, not the cause," 
said Peter Galbreath, a fishery scien
tist with the Columbia River Jnter
Tribal Fish Commission. Supple
mentation is necessary "to rebuild 

populations at desired levels while 
we await, probably naively, rectifi
cation of the source problems," Gal
breath added. 

The lribes say they can manage 
hatcheries to reduce domestication 
problems, and have advocated do
ing so for two decades. Recent suc
cesses with Snake River fall chinook 
indicate caJefully run programs can 
boost numbers of wild fish, they say. 

The OSU researchers found that 
the hatchery fish that did best - those 
who returned five or more siblings 

The research is the latest in a se
ries of genetic studies of Hood River 
steelhead, helped by a remarkable 
collection of tissue samples from 
every steelhead returning to the river 
from 1991 to 2010. 

The study, "Genetic adaptation to 
captivity can occur in a single gen
eration," was authored by Christie, 
Blouin, Melanie Marine ofOSU and 
Rod French of the Oregon Depart
ment offish and Wildlife. 

Jensen-Roy, a male Caucasian 
with blonde hair and brown eyes, 
was convicted of indecent liberties 
on June 18, 1999. 

He was required to register with 
the Sheriff's Office. Jensen-Roy is 
classified a Level III offender, which 
indicates he has the potential to reof
fend. 

Jensen-Roy has served the sen
tence imposed by the courts and is 
not wanted by law enforcement at 
this time. 

- Yakama Nation Review 

NM Medal of Honor winner earns sculpture likeness 
"l wanted (my grandchildren) to 

be able to meet him and recognize 
him. I told them who he was and 
what he had done," she said. "We, all 
three of us, thanked him for his ser
vice, and we told him that we pray 
for all the men and women who are 
serving our country." 

Dec. 20 with his wife, Ashlyn Perry. 
"We were at the parade, and it was 
really moving," he said. "It brought 
tears to my eyes." 

By JULIE ANN GRIMM 
Santa Fe New Mexican 

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) - The 
man Santa Fe calls its hometown 
hero doesn't get to spend much time 
here. 

But Army Sgt. 1st Class Leroy 
Petry's smiling face and outstretched 
hand will permanently greet visitors 
and residents next year when a stat
ue of the Medal of Honor winner is 
erected near City Hall. 

Petry - a 32-year-old who grew 
up in Santa Fe and who was awarded 
the honor this year for courage in 
battle in Afghanistan - made another 
whirlwind tour of Northern New 
Mexico recently, including a Dec. 
20 appearance at the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Santa Fe, a place where 
he spent lots of time as a child and 
where he says he got guidance that 
led him to a life of service. 

After he posed for dozens of 
photos with Santa Claus and spent 
time showing offhis prosthetic hand 
to kids from the club, Petry made his 
way to the Pojoaque Pueblo studio 
of Gov. George Rivera. 

Rivera, a sculptor known for his 
larger-than-life bronzes of Native 
Americans in traditional regalia, is 
thrilled to be working on a piece that 
represents another kind of warrior. 

Until Dec. 20, however, Rivera 
was working only from a series of 

photographs and videos and from 
stories told by his longtime friend 
Larry Petry, the soldier's father. 
What he needed to bring the sculp
ture to life, Rivera said, was the man 
himself. 

"Wow" was the first word out of 
Leroy Petry's mouth when he saw 
the maquette, a tiny version of what 
will become an 8-foot-tall likeness 
of him in his Army Ranger uniform. 

"That 's pretty nice," he said, 
grinning as he leaned in to inspect 
the laced-up boots made of clay. 
"Man, look at the detail. I like it." 

The project is already a collabo
ration: Pojoaque Pueblo is paying 
for the more than 700 pounds of 
clay required for the final version 
of the sculpture, along with the cost 
of casting it in bronze at the Shidoni 
foundry in Tesuque. Rivera is donat
ing his time with help from Arizona
born artist Ryan Benally, and the 
city of Santa Fe will hire a landscape 
architect and build the base that the 
final work will stand on. 

The idea, Rivera said, is to make 
the work interactive. Petry's out
stretched right hand - a state-of-the 
art robotic appendage that replaces 
the hand he lost when he was trying 
to throw a live grenade away from 
his fellow Rangers - will be made 
from polished stainless steel. 

Although the maquette that Ri
vera and Benally have been building 

for two months features Petry stand
ing tall, with his feet together, the 
sculptors decided after the session to 
change his stance. 

"I'm always half-step," Petry 
said, explaining how he approaches 
each of the thousands of handshakes 
that have become part of his job as a 
liaison for returning servicemen and 
women. "It's like I'm going to meet 
someone, I'm getting closer." 

Rivera also asked photographers 
to capture all the details he'll need to 
finish the job: the way Petry'sjacket 
wrinkles across his arm when he 
reaches for a hand, the precise posi
tion of his lapel in relation to the row 
of insignia on his chest, the rings he 
wears on his right hand. 

The expression on his face, 
however, Rivera will remember. Ile 
knew that he needed to make the 
clay smile look more like the one 
Petry regularly flashes. 

"I like the smile that he had when 
he saw the piece," Rivera said. "His 
eyes were wide open." 

Petry said it's overwhelming 
when he pauses to think about all the 
recognition he's received, including 
the latest plans for the statue in Santa 
Fe. 

"At the same time, it's pretty 
neat, especially to give the younger 
generation a role mode and some
thing that they can look forward to, 
to know that they can achieve any-

thing," he said. "If you give every
thing your best, things Just work out 
and have a way of happening." 

People on the streets of Santa 
Fe are bound to recognize Petry 
when the sculpture is installed, said 
area resident Dina Rodriguez. She 
brought her two grandchildren to the 
Boys & Girls Club to meet him after 
hearing about the appearance 011 the 
radio. 

Others who remember an August 
homecoming parade for Petry in 
downtown Santa Fe say the sculp
ture honors the whole community. 

City counci lors are still debating 
about the exact location of the sculp
ture. Rivera said he'd like to see it on 
the Marcy Street side of City Hall so 
that it's not obscured by large trees 
on Lincoln Avenue. 

Petry, who returned Dec. 16 from 
a visit with troops and local leaders 
in Afghanistan, plans to spend the 
holiday with his wife and children in 
Washington State. 

"I think everybody getting to 
shake the sergeant's hand will be a 
great thing," said Dan Perry, an at
torney and friend of Rivera's who 
also visited the studio the night of 

Info from: The Santa Fe New Mexi
can, http://www.sfnewmexican.com 

Yakama Gaming Commissioners elected 
By RONNIE WASHINES 
Yakama Nation Review 

TOPPENISH, Wash. - Yakama voters Dec. 8 filled 
the seats on the Yakama Legends Casino's Board of 
Commissioners during the Yakama General Council. 

Commission seats held by Gracia Wong, Roger Fian
der and Warren Spencer Sr. were up for election. 

Fiander and Spencer said they were not seeking re
election. 

Nine nominees were in the first vote-off, with Dora 
Goudy-Smith and Sharon Hill getting the most votes out 
ofthc 186 cast. 

Goudy-Smith and Hill's gaming commissioner terms 
are three years. 

"I am very honored and humbled. I am your servant 
and anything you need to show me, then please come see 
me and work with our commissioners," Goudy-Smith 
said in her acceptance comment. "We don't want to get 

into trouble." 
The remaining nominees from the first go-around 

were in a second vote-off, with Denise Hill getting the 
most votes out of the 186 votes cast. 

After a short open discussion, Hill was pronounced 
the winner of the final commission seat. 

"I am very honored," Hill said. "All the jobs that I 
have had have been OJT [on-the-job-training] and this 
one is no different." 

The commission seat held by incumbent Wong, there 
were 7 people nominated, with Denise Hill earning the 
right to challenge Wong for the final commission seat. 

Of the 209 votes cast, Wong got 138 votes to Denise 
Hill's 71 to be re-elected to her commission seat. 

Goudy-Smith, Hill and Wong join Esther Moses-Hy
ipeer and Dixon Poli< on the commission. 

The Dec. 8 Yakama General Council went past the 
10:30 p.m. recess deadline and concluded at 11 :42 p.m. 
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SPORTS/OUTDOORS 
Randell Corpuz wins another pro fight, next fight Jan. 21 

By RONNIE WASHINES 
Yakama Nation Review 

TACOMA, Wash. - Yakama box
er, Randell Corpuz notched his sec
ond professional win last Nov. 5 at 
the Puyallup Tribe's Emerald Queen 
Casino in Tacoma, Wash. 

Corpuz improved his record to 
2-wins, I -loss after winning on a 
4-round decision against 27-year-old 
Dave Petryk, (3W, 2L-!d) of Clover
dale, British Columbia, Canada. 

<::;orpuz said he dedicated the vic
tory to an uncle, the late David Hill, 
whose birthday and passing was on 
Nov. 5. His family was there to cheer 
and push him over the top to win the 
fight. It was a day of celebration for 
them. 

Corpuz said he dominated round 
one with power, speed and punch 
output, and round two was a very 
close round after the fighters settled 
into a slower paced power punching 
contest. 

"I found myself using footwork 
to circle him due to his size and 
strength," he said. 

fn round three Corpuz said he re
lied on footwork and looked for 
times to land clean shots, while Pet
ryk would bull his way into forcing 
punches to land some and most of 
them missing. 

Corpuz said he also injured his 
right hand from a hard punch to Pet
ryk's face. 

"l said nothing during the break 
about my hand, because I did not 
want my comer to panic and stop
ping the fight due to an injury never 
crossed my mind," he said. 

Corpuz said that in round four, he 
felt Pctryk's urgency for a knockout, 
but he also felt his opponent's power 
dwindling. 

"This enabled me to stand in front 
of him and to slip and block punches 

. as he countered with only clean left 
, hoq)cs. ;µiq ,(eftjabs," he said. , . 

Corpuz said that preparing for this 
fight was not an easy road. 

Three weeks before the fight he 
became ill, but said he continued to 
train and he got healthy again. 

Photos by of Kurt Howard 

Kelly Pavlik. 
His father, the late Richard Welliv

er Sr. and the late Torn Lefevor, who 
was the head coach of the Spokane 
Eagles, trained Welliver. 

Corpu.-:'s father and trainer, Chris 
Corpuz established more than 250 
amateur bouts, winning more than 
200 fights. 

In l 982, the elder Corpuz lost 
a championship bout in a Junior 
Olympic Regional Tournament in 
Marysville, Wash. A win would 
have advanced him to the nationals 
to have a shot at earning a spot on 
Team USA. 

Randell Corpuz said the loss was 
so devastating he turned to alcohol 
and drugs. Pushes from U.S. Ma
rine Corps recruiters, who came and 
wanted Chris Corpuz on the U.S. 
Marine Boxing Team could not sway 
him to leave the reservation. 

Chris Corpuz was trained by Mar
vin Martinez, by his father, Loren 
Corpuz, and the late Glen Evans of 
Yakima. 

The majority of the elder Corpuz's 
career was when the Yakama Nation 
Boxing team traveled every week
end to tournaments and competed 
and ruled practically every weight 
division in the 1960s through the 
early 1970s. 

At 15, Chris Corpuz was undefeat
ed for one year at 119 pounds - un
beaten in over fifty fights. 

That same year, he trained him
self in the "Cracker Jack Box" in 
Toppenish, Wash. while alcohol ran 
rampant in the household. 

The desire and drive for that year 
to train and fight so hard was I 
fought off a lot of anger," Chris Cor
puz said. 

Throughout his son, Randell's ca
reer of 200 amateur bouts and now 
three pro fights, he was there for ev
ery fight. 

In 2002, the one time he was not at 
, his son's side was when he entered 

a mixed martial arts fight in Pasco, 
Wash in the Red Lion Hotel. He was 
38 and it was his first MMA fight. 

He fought Justin Davis, who was 9 
wins 2 loses at the time. 

dell's manager and trainer - his first 
professional boxer. 

The elder Corpuz is now training 
to box in the amateur Masters Divi
sion for 45-50 year olds in August 
2012 at the Ringside World Cham
pionships. 

Randell Corpuz's mother is the 
late Madeline Hill. 

Corpuz said she never discouraged 
me from the brutal sport of boxing. 

"She cheered for me at my fights. 
I can still hear her yelling during the 
fights, 'Get in there! You know how 
to do it!"' he said. "She knew I was 
destined to fight and never held me 
back on boxing." 

Since aslcing Welliver for his help 
in being developed and rounded as a 
pro, Welliver says his goal is to teach 
Corpuz to not make the mistakes he 
did in his career. 

Corpuz said Welliver's experience 
and knowledge about pro boxing is 
unmatched for boxers around his age 
in this area. 

His younger brother heavyweight 
Chauncy Welliver, whose record is 
51 wins, 5 losses and 5 draws. 

Dumont Welliver said he also 
struggled through drugs and alcohol 
in his life, which was a major factor 
for shortfalls in his own boxing ca
reer. In the middle of his profession
al career drug addiction and alcohol
ism caused him to be unprepared to 
fight against tough prospects. 

At the time Welliver said he started 
to take on fights with sometimes on 
one or three days notice. 

He said staying sober and worlcing 
with Randell Corpuz is helping him 
as much as he's helping Randell. 

"He knows the pro games routine 
and is teaching me how to win pro 
fights," Randell Corpuz said. 

What's next 
Randell Corpuz will be boxing 

again Jan. 21, 2012 in the Emerald 
Queen Cai5ino against a slick ~oµtb
paw, Rashad Hughes of California at 
138 pounds. 

"The Corpuz Gym became very 
cold, but I sti II trained in it," Corpuz 
said. 

Corpuz was originally scheduled to 
have a showdown with Walla Walla, 
Wash. fighter, Guillermo Delgadillo 
Jr. who carries a 1-win, 2-loss and 
I-draw record. 

Randell Corpuz at the Pyallup's Emerald Queen Casino Nov. 5. wearing his warm up designed and 
made by his Grandmother, Barbara Corpuz, before his fight with Dave Petryk (below in inset). 

The match was stopped in the first 
round due to four cuts on Corupz's 
face and he had to go to the hospital. 

That same night, Randell Corpuz 
fought on the same card after his 
dad's fight and although he was trou
bled after seeing what happened to 
his father, he won by second round 
TKO, defeating a fighter from San 
Jose, Calif. It was a fight Randell 
Coruupz was not supposed to win. 

"I would like to thank my Team 
Corpuz Boxing, trainer and father, 
Chris Corpuz, cut man and trainer 
Dun10nt Welliver, Number Two 
Assistant Jose Ocampo, my spar
ring partners, Dumont Welliver, my 
brother, Adam Corpuz, my entry rap 
music, Eric (furious) Ocampo, and 
others who asked to not be men
tioned," Corpuz said. 

Delgadillo pulled out and the fight 
was handed to Petryk, a highly rat
ed boxer, if Corpuz still wanted the 
bout. 

"I had to make the decision in 
fighting a tougher opponent," he 
said. "I decided to talce the fight, be
cause I believed that my skill would 
overcome Petryk's strength and I 
knew he had to take a chance, being 
27 years old, I have no more time to 
wait." 

Corpuz also said he wanted to 
know where he stood as a pro fighter. 

"If I didn't fight, I would not get 
paid - it covers the rent and all the 
tickets my family bought," he said. 

Malcing and maintaining fighting 
weight requires strict discipline and 
Corpuz said the bout contract weight 
was originally I 43 pounds. Petryk 
came in weighing 147 pounds. 

"I believe he thought he could 
knock me out because a 147-pound 
bout, under 8 ounce gloves can be 
used, while over 147 pounds uses 10 
ounce gloves, so he didn't overexert 
himself to make weight, but just to 
make 147," he said. "Smaller gloves 
account for a bigger chance of a 
knockout." 

Corpuz said his comer agreed and 
renegotiated the contract to make the 
fight happen. 

He added that the stronger and 
bigger framed Petryk and his trainer 
was confident that he would win, 
boasting al the weigh-ins, "I guaran
tee my boy will win! I'm willing to 
bet!" 

Corpuz said he gave a fighter's re
sponse. 

"I'm not interested in betting mon
ey, I'm more focused on the win first 
- and I did not come to lose either," 
he said he told Petryk's corner. 

All thee of Petryk's victories had 
been won by beating and bloodying 

bigger opponents. 
Corpuz said it felt good to win 

against a tough opponent who was 
the same age. He aid he gained confi
dence in himself, because sometimes 
he felt he lost a few years due to past 
drinlcing and drugging. 

"Today I work on where I am at 
now. I am constantly learning to cor
rect my mistakes in the ring," Corpuz 
said. "Family and friends close to me 
said I was hit too much in this fight, 
given my opponent was no slouch. In 
the end I did everything I could do to 
secure the win and got the job done." 

The fighting corner 
Randell Corpuz said that keeping 

his hands up, elbows in and head 
movement is a constant reminder 
brow-beaten into him in the gym 
while training. 

His trainers, Dumont Welliver and 
father, Chris Corpuz heavi ly stressed 
speed and punching power in the 
training. 

Neah Bay wins school's first title by 
beating Almira/Coulee-Hartline 
By SANDY RINGER 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

TACOMA, Wash. - His elbow 
ached. His thigh throbbed. 

But the pain paled compared to the 
pleasure Titus Pascua felt after lead
ing Neah Bay High School to a 36-
28 victory over previously unbeaten 
Almira/Coulee-Hartline in the Class 
18 state football championship Dec. 
2 in the Tacoma Dome. 

"All I feel is joy right now," said 
Pascua, a senior who rushed for a 
game-high 187 yards on 30 carries 
in the eight-man game despite sit
ting out nearly a full quarter with the 
injuries. "It's amazing. I feel incred
ible." 

It is the school's first state cham
pionship in any sport and was cele-

brated by a large crowd that included 
hundreds of Makah tribal members. 
Afterward, many of them gathered 
with players and coaches for a vic
tory song accompanied by a ceremo
nial drum. 

"This is for our community,'' Pas
cua said. "This isn't just for our 
team, this isn't just for the seniors, 
it's for our whole community, and all 
Native Americans.'' 

lt was his 73-yard touchdown burst 
early in the third quarter that broke 
an 8-8 tie and put the Red Devils in 
front for good. I le had to plead with 
his coaches to go back in lhe game 
after nearly hyper extending his left 
elbow making a tackle in the second 
quarter. 

"They tried keeping me out, but I 
just told them I couldn't come out," 

Pascua said. "I told them, 'This is 
the championship."' 

Neah Bay ( 12-2) had lost to Lummi 
in the semifinals the past two years 
and owed this year's two losses to 
the top-ranked Blackhawks, then 
beat them in the quarterfinals. Coach 
Tony Mccaulley said those games 
gave his players the experience they 
needed to win the title. 

Almira/Coulee-Hartline (13-1) 
had scored 40 or more points in ev
ery game this season. 

"Defense won this for us," Mc
Caulley said. 

The offense wasn't bad, eitJ11::r. 
Sophomore quarterback Josiah 
Greene ran for 121 yards on 16 car
ries with two touchdowns, including 
a 38-yarder. 

The 29-year-old Welliver brings 
15 years of professional fighting ex
perience to the Corpuz comer. 

In 1998, at fifteen as an amateur 
he won the World Junior Champi
onship, the Police Athletic League 
(PAL) National Championship, the 
Junior Olympic National Champion
ship (he defeated now-current WBC 
Champion, Chad Dawson in the fi
nals, which was ESPN-televised), 
the Blue and Gold National Cham
pionship (defeated cun-ent WBC 
Champion, Timothy Bradley in the 
quarter preliminary, and a National 
Silver Gloves Championship 
at 139 pounds. 

A good number of 
knockouts secured 
those 5 titles in one 
year. 

Welliver turned 
prorc sional 
at 16. He was 
emancipated and 
moved to Mex
ico to rack up 
30 pro bouts. His 
record in the United 
States stands at 18 
wins (6 by knock
out), 25 losses and 
I draw). He has more 
than 287 pro rounds and all together 
almost 80 professional fights. 

He also worked as a sparring part
ner for Floyd Mayweather Jr., Oscar 
De La Hoya, Jermain Taylor and 

Deciding that MMA was not their 
sport the two stick to 

one discipline 
boxing. 

In pro-
fessional 
boxing , 

doctors 
check you 

before and 
after the fight, 

1 while that 
night, no doc
tors were pres
ent at all, and 

there are unfair 
advantages by overmatching Native 
Americans, the Corpuz pair said. 

Chris Corpuz now trains amateur 
boxers, taking them to national and 
local tournaments. He is also Ran-

He also acknowledged his grand
mother, Barbara Corpuz for the 
beautiful work on his uniforms. 

"Also the facilities I trained at, the 
Yakama Nation Diabetes Center, 

the Spokane 

Box
ing, and 
the famed 
Corpuz Boxing 

School of 

gym - the Cracker Jack Box," 
Corpuz said. "I also thank 
Kurt Howard for the photo of 
the Nab Neal fight. I would also 
like to thank my sponsor, ezon
lineloans.com. Thank you to friends 
and family for the prayers and sup
port." 

Native Business: Pressure to Lend 
Banks are important to you and me because they are a mechanism to disperse money into the economy. Money can be used 

to buy seafood, travel into the reseivation, and be spent with Indian owned businesses. Today banks are regaining their strength. 
The healthiest institutions hold a decreasing number of problem loans and an enormous amount of capital. This is good news for 
qualified borrowers. 

For many the perception of banks is they are not lending. This is not true. If you could talk to credit officers you will find that 
banks have always wanted to lend. Thal is how they make money The truth in lending practice is banks have maintained the 
same credit standatds as before the economy crashed. As the economy slowed and business performance deteriorated owners 
and their businesses did not qualify for credit. Banks held to their underwriting policy and credit criteria and did not lend to those 
not quallfied. Some businesses failed -others fell on hard times and are currently "digging themselves out." 

If you have a business and want to borrow it is a good time to talk to a banker. They want to lend money. Pressure within banks 
is building as capital levels climb. The message from bank executives to front Hne employees is: "loans, loans, loans." If a bank 
does not deploy capital into the market where they can charge market rates for the use of the money then they hold the money on 
deposit with the Federal Reserve for a return of about a quarter point (0.25%). The opportunity cost of not injecting money into 
busin1:1ss owners' businesses and real estate is staggering when you think about what a bank can charge a borrower. Banks and 
borroV(ers need each other. 

Jim Stanley is a tribal member of the Qulnault Nation, Vice President of the Quinault Nation Entherprise Board, and board mem
ber of the Northwest Native American Chamber. He is a Senior Vice President of Enterprise Cascadia, a loan fund, and freely 
shares his knowledge. 

Jim can be reached at: sovere1gndeve1opment@hotmail.com 
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Fire Control Worker 111, (2) 
Two Positions. Fire Management. 
Dept of Natural Resources (DNR). 
Hourly Wage: DOQ/Furlough/ 
Regular. Performs wildland fire 
suppression duties as a Class B or 
C senior firefighter on an engine, 
Helitack module, or hand crew. 
Is responsible for operation and 
maintenance of specialized tools and 
equipment. Related work involves 
fire prevention, patrol, detection, 
and prescribed burning. Incumbent 
is subject to medical screening and 
physical fitness testing. Duties may 
involve working as part of a small 
crew or one consisting of several 
hundred people. Skills And Abilities: 
Knowledge of fire behavior that 
includes causes of fire, influence 
of temperature, humidity, wind, 
topography, slope, and fuel moisture 
conditions. Knowledge of fire 
management techniques, methods, 
terminology, and safety practices 
and procedures. Ability to instruct 
crew members, analyze complex 
fire circumstances, determine 
need of additional forces or when 
circumstances warrant withdrawal. 
Knowledge of fire engines, pumps, 
and helicopter accessory equipment; 
Knowledge and certifications in 
falling, saw repair, pump operations, 
water handling, and specialized 
equipment used in emergency 
medical services. Knowledge of air 
operations, rappelling, helicopter 
capabilities and limitations, load 
capacity, calculating, and balance, 
and preparation of manifests for 
personnel and equipment.Knowledge 
of tactical methods and techniques 
for use of water and additives when 
conti:olling and mopping-up fires. 
Knowledge of general range and 
forestry maintenance work such as 
hazardous tree removal, hazardous 
fuel reduction, prescribed burning, 
wildlife, recreational areas, and 
watersheds. Knowledge of vehicle 
and equipment maintenance and 
upkeep. Knowledge of and ability to 
apply standard first aid procedures. 
Knowledge oftheDeptoftheinterior, 
Dept of Agriculture, and U.S. Forest 
Service sufficient to determine 
how they interact in fire situations. 
Knowledge of other organizations 
such as Northwest Coordination 
Group, National Interagency 
Coordination Center, Geographical 
Area Coordination Center, state, and 
local governmental programs that 
facilitate fire operations in a multi-

jurisdictional setting. Ability to 
communicate effectively orally 
and in written fonn. Skill and 
ability to use hand tools and 
power tools such as Pulaski, 
shovel, McLeod, chainsaw, 
and portable pumps. Ability to 
operate pumping mechanisms 
and determine proper hose lays. 
Ability to operate four wheel drive 
pickups, trucks, and fire engines. 
Ability to work under stressful 
and adverse operating conditions. 
Ability to perform basic computer 
skills and access email, internet, 
and fire information databases 
and programs. Knowledge of 
the Yakama Reservation Fire 
Operations Plan prescribed 
burning and hazard fuel 
reduction plan, emergency 

medical services plan, and safety 
plan, Fireline Handbook, Health 
and Safety Handbook. Ability to 
exercise knowledge and judgment 
in situations when supervisor not 
available. Indicators: One-year work 
experience as a Fire Control Worker 
TI, AND three years work experience 
in wildland fire fighting or in a 
natural resource maintenance and 
improvement position. Must possess 
a valid Washington State Driver's 
License with ability to obtain a tribal 
permit. This is a Testing Designated 
Position (TDP) and incumbent is 
required to meet physical fitness 
testing. ARDUOUS: Duties involve 
fieldwork that requires above average 
physical performance, endurance, 
and superior conditioning. Work 
requires prolonged standing, 
walking, bending, reaching, lifting, 
and carrying items weighing over 
50 pounds. Successfully pass a 

EMPLOYMENT 

background check (if applicable). 
Pre-employment drug and alcohol 
test is required. Job Announcement 
#: 2011-215 , Closing Date: 
December 30, 2011. 

Food Service Worker/Community 
Health Aid II. Youth Treatment 
Center. Department of Social 
Services. Hourly Wage: (FSW)
DOQ Part-Time/Regular / (CHAJI)
DOQ/On-Call. Food Service 
Worker- This is general food service 
work for the Yakama Indian Nation. 
The employee occupying the 
positions of this class are responsible 
for assisting in the preparation and 
serving of meals. Work involves 
assisting a Cook prepare food items 
by opening and warming canned 
vegetables; cutting and peeling fruits 
and vegetables; preparing salads and 
desserts; assembling sack lunches; 
setting up tables and serving meals; 
cleaning tables, kitchen area and 
cooking equipment, and participating 
in menu planning. Incidental work 
may entail taking inventory of food 
stuffs and shopping for replacement 
items. After the routine is learned, 
the work is performed with some 
independence under the direction 
of a Cook and is reviewed for 
comp! iance to instructions and 
health standards. Community 
Health Aide Il- The employee in 
this position performs work as a non 
certified part of the Youth Treatment 
Center team, by performing a wide 
variety of duties and responsibilities 
which support the programs goals 
and objectives. Will provide light 
housekeeping on a scheduled basis, 
general maintenance, patient's 
group therapy, transportation of 
youth patients to various providers; 
provide assistance in the intake 
forms and recreation activities. 
The person occupying this position 
will ensure the safety of the youth 
patients, and be aware of the physical 
and emotional health needs of the 
youth patients. Skills And Abilities: 
Abilit):':" to-- learn the methods and 
practices of food preparation and 
service. Ability to follow verbal 
and written instructions. Ability to 
learn to perform a variety of general 
food preparation functions. Ability 
to read and write. Knowledge of 
typing, filing and clerical work 
highly desired. Knowledge ofNative 
American traditions and culture. 
Ability to meet patients, public, in 
a pleasant and courteous manner, 
establishing and maintain good 
rapport. Ability to maintain personal 
emotional stability, in working 
with difficult people. Willing to 
work all shifts including weekends/ 
holidays as required. Ability to 
maintain confidentiality is expected. 
Participated in a "team" setting 
and supporting team decisions and 
efforts. Indicators: Must have a high 
school diploma or GED, preferred 
concentrated college courses and/ 
or training related to chemical 
dependency. Able to pass a physical 
exam including T.B. test. Valid 
Washington State driver's license and 
insurance. Complete the Washington 
State Patrol Criminal Background. 
Must be twenty one years or older. 
Knowledge of alcoholism and drug 
abuse is helpful. Non-smoker is 
preferred. Physically able to lift 
and carry as job requires. Have no 
history of alcohol or drug misuse 
for period of two years immediately 
to time of employment, must 
maintain abstinence. Requirements: 
Possession of a valid Food Handler's 
card. Ability to pass a D~ug and 
Alcohol test. 

Custodia n/G rounds keeper. 
Yakama Nation Credit Enterprise. 
Announcement #: 2011-1. Issue 
Date: December 15, 2011. 
Closing Date: January 4, 2012. 
Administrative Services. Salary: 
$1 l.27/DOQ/PH/75% Time/ 
Regular. Performs YNCE building 
custodial maintenance and repairs; 
and groundskeeper duties, not 
limited to: Daily Duties: Sweep 
& Mop Floors, Vacuum Carpets, 
Dump & Clean Trash Cans, Dust/ 
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Clean Furniture, Clean Desktops 
& Phones, Wash Doors & Handles, 
Wash Chairs/Counters-CS, Clean 
toilets, urinals, basins, Clean/ 
fill Bathroom Supplies, Sanitize 
Fountains, Kitchen Counter/Table, 
and Pick Up Litter on Grounds. 
Bi-Weekly Duties: Strip & Wax 
Floors, Vacuum/Wipe Chairs, 
Wash Bathroom Receptacles, 
Dust Ceiling & Wall Vents,. Dust 
Baseboards, Clean Filing Cabinets, 
Clean Window Coverings, Disinfect 
Phones/Calculators, Kitchen 
Appliances, and Sweep Sidewalks/ 
Patio. Monthly Duties: Check Light 
Bulbs, Shampoo Carpets, Wash 
Windows-In & Out, Wash Stalls, 
Order Supplies, and Maintain 
Outside Fixtures. Seasonal Duties: 
Mow & Water Lawn, Pull Weeds, 
Trim Plants, Rake Leaves, Flush/ 
tum off Sprinkler System, Clear 
Snow/Ice Sidewalks, Salt lcy 
Sidewalks/Pavement, Maintenance 
Tasks Assigned, and Strip & Wax 
Bathrooms. Directly supervised by 
the YNCE Administrative Manager. 
Skills And ' Abilities: Working 
knowledge of health and sanitation 
practices particularly relative to 
office buildings. Knowledge and 
ability to make general repairs to 
the facility in the areas of electrical, 
carpentry, and plwnbing. Experience 
working with cleaning solvents, 
soaps, disinfectants and other 
chemicals used for maintenance. 
Skills in grounds keeping and 
knowledge of machinery, water 
systems, and chemicals to do the job. 
Ability to forecast the need for and 
order supplies in a timely fashion in 
order to provide for a continuously 
clean facility and grounds. 
Indicators: High School diploma 
or equivalent. Specific training 
and work experience in custodial/ 
grounds keeping work. Applicant 
is required to sign a Confidentiality 
Form. Demonstrated reliable time 
and attendance record. Ability to 
work with the public and staff. 

~Applicant is subject to a criminal 
and work history background check. 

Information Technology Sys
tems Director. Job Announce
ment #: YLC-12-019. Job Opens: 
12/20/11. Job Closed: 1/6/12. Re
ports To: SR.VP/General Manager. 
Department: ITS. Gaming License 
Required: Class III A. Positions: 
01. Starting Salary: $86,528.24 -
$97,344.27 (DOQ). FLSA: Exempt. 
JOB SUMMARY: The Director of 
IT provides direction for the IT staff 
with respect to management infor
mation systems used throughout 
the property. The goal is to ensure 
smooth operations, future expansion 
potential, reliability, and accessibil
ity of computer system resources. 
Including, but not limited to, back 
office systems, front of house sys
tems, telecommunications, and net
working. If selected for this posi
tion you may be required to mentor 
a Tribal member (Keys to Success) 
to take over this position within two 
years. MINIMUM EDUCATION 
REQUIREMENTS: HS Diploma.or 
GED required. BS from an accred
ited university in an IT related field 
(e.g. MIS, Computer Science, Com
puter Engineering, etc.) required. 
PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS: 
Manual and finger dexterity for op
eration of personal computer and 
routine paperwork. Ability to sit for 
extended length of time and lift up 
to 50 pounds. SPECIFIC SKILLS/ 
KNOWLEDGE/EXPERIENCE RE
QUIRED FOR POSITIONS: Five 
or more years of experience with 
LAN's, technologies and multiple 
network operating systems. Point
of-sale and Gaming systems expe
rience preferred. Must have a mini
mum of two years' experience in a 
casino in a management capacity. 
Strong knowledge with PC hardware 
and software technology as well as 
shared network resources and In
ternet access. Cooperative office 
spirit. Demonstrated analytic, writ
ten, and oral communication skills. 
SPECIFIC DUTIES PERFORMED: 

EMPLOYMENT 

Provides planning consultation and 
advisory services on system devel
opment to casino departments and 
management. Plans and controls 
departmental staffing, development, 
organization, hardware acquisitions, 
and facilities to ensure that they are 
consistent with the business plan 
of the casino. Directs the design, 
development, and maintenance of 
systems, programs, and systems 
software to meet management's in
formation needs. Establishes ITS 
policies, standards, practices, and 
security measures to ensure effec
tive and consistent information pro
cessing operations and to safeguard 
information resources. Administers 
the department's expense budget 
within budgetary guidelines to con
tribute to the cost-effective opera
tion of the casino. Responsible for 
maintaining, developing and moni
toring compliance with casino inter
nal controls, Tribal Gaming Agency 
regulations, Washington State Com
pact requirements, and NIGC MICS 
for ITS operations. Selects, devel
ops, and motivates qualified staff 
to effectively carry out department 
functions. Assists in establishing de
velopment priorities for the casino. 
Perform other job related duties as 
assigned. Revised 12/11. 

Controller, The Controller position 
is responsible for general ledger 
maintenance and the preparation of 
the monthly financial statements, 
yearly audited financial statements, 
monthly account analysis and re
lated journal entries, coordinates de
paFtmental functions --{ e.g., -payroll, 
travel, purchase order, contracts, 
budgeting), and is responsible for 
ensuring that all financial reporting 
and fiscal requirements have been 
met for all contracts. The Controller 
is expected to exercise independent 
judgment and initiative in perfor
mance of duties and assignments. 
Visit www.critfc.org for a full job 
announcement. Tribal Member pref
erence applies to CRITFC tribal 
members. Indian Preference applies 
to qualified American Indian/ Alas
kan Natives. Closing date is January 
31, 2012 

NOTICES 

Yakama Nation Adult Court 
In reference to: JASON MACK 
lR,, Summons by Publication To: 

JASON MACK SR. Father of 
the Above Child; And to any other 
person having interest in the above 
named child; YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that a proceeding is 
scheduled for REVIEW HEAR
l&i will be held on JANUARY 3, 
2012 at 11:00 A.M. in the Yakama 
Nation Tribal (Adult) Court; 11 
Wishpoosh Road; Toppenish, WA. 
The object of said proceedings is 
to enter such order in premises as 
the court may deem advisable in 
the best interest of said child. YOU 
ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED you 
have a right to legal representation 
at your own choice and expense. IF 
YOU HAVE ANY OBJECTION to 
the relief prayed for in said petition 
being granted, please appear at said 
date and time to be heard. DATED 
this 6th day of December 2011. 
Zorana Hueso, Adult Court Clerk 
Yakama Nation Tribal Court 
P.O. Box 151 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
509-865-5121 

Yakama Nation Tribal Court 
In reference to: THOMAS SHIP
PENTOWER. Summons by Pub
lication To: PATRICIA YALLUP, 
Mother of the Above Child; And to 

NOTICES 

any other person having interest in 
the above named child; YOU ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED that a pro
ceeding is scheduled for GUARD
IANSHIP HEARING will be held 
on JANUARY 3. 2012 at 2;00 P.M. 
in the Yakama Nation Tribal Court; 
11 Wishpoosh Road; Toppenish, 
WA. The object of said proceedings 
is to enter such order in premises 
as the court may deem advisable in 
the best interest of said child. YOU 
ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED you 
have a right to legal representation 
at your own choice and expense. IF 
YOU HAVE ANY OBJECTION to 
the relief prayed for in said petition 
being granted, please appear at said 
date and time to be heard. DATED 
this 8th, day of December, 2011. 
Amber James, Court Clerk 
Yakama Nation Tribal Court 
P.O. Box 151 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
(509) 865-5121 Ext. 4581 

Yakama Nation Children's Court 
In reference to: D-11-020, Depen
dant, DOB: 01-31-99. Summons 
by Publication to: TEMISA T, 
BILLY, Mother and STERLlNG 
RODRIQUEZ, Father of ABOVE 
NAMED CHILD (REN) per motion 
of Tribal Prosecutor office. And to 
any other person having a parental 
interest in the above-named child 
(ren); YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI
FIED that a proceeding is pend
ing in the matter of the welfare of 
the above-named child/ren; that a 

continued DEPENDENCY FACT 
FINDING HEARING will be held 
on: JANUARY 17, 2012 AT 11;00 
A.M. in the Yakama Nation Chil
dren's Courtroom, 11 Wishpoosh 
Road, Toppenish, WA. YOU ARE 
FURTHER NOTIFIED YOU HAVE 
A RIGHT TO LEGAL REPRESEN
TATION at your own choice and 
expense. [F YOU HAVE ANY OB
JECTION to the relief prayed for 
in said Dependency Petition being 
granted, please appear at said date 
and time to be heard. J.-urther -infor

mation can be obtained by calling 
the Yakama Nation Tribal Prosecu
tor's office. DATED this 21st, day of 
December, 2011. 
Susan Aleck, Court Clerk 
Yakama Nation Children's Court 
P.O. Box 151 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
(509) 865-5 l 21 Ext. 4582 

Yakama Nation Tribal Court 
In reference to: DERRICK STAHi 
JR. and MIRANDA STAHi, Sum
mons by Publication To: DERRICK 
STAHi SR., Father and LACON
DINA SENATOR. Mother of the 
Above Children; And to any other 
person having interest in the above 
named children; YOU ARE HERE
BY NOTIFIED that a proceeding is 
scheduled for CUSTODY HEAR
IN.Q will be held on JANUARY 19, 
2012 AT 11 ;00 A,M, in the Yakama 
Nation Tribal Court; 11 Wishpoosh 
Road; Toppenish, WA. The object 
of said proceedings is to enter such 
order in premises as the court may 
deem advisable in the best interest 
of said child. YOU ARE FURTHER 
NOTIFIED you have a right to legal 
representation at your own choice 
and expense. IF YOU HAVE ANY 
OBJECTION to the relief prayed for 
in said petition being granted, please 
appear at said date and time to be 
heard. DATED this 21st, day of De
cember, 20 11. 
Amber James, Court Clerk 
Yakama Nation Tribal Court 
P.O. Box 151 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
(509) 865-5121 Ext. 4581 

Yakama Nation Children's Court 
In reference to: D-07-115. D-07-116. 
Summons By Publication to: MAI.: 
THEW YAHOWAN, Father of 

NOTICES 

ABOVE NAMED CHILD (REN). 
And to any other person having a 
parental interest in the above-named 
child (ren); YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that a proceeding is 
pending io the matter of the we)fare 
of the above-named child/ren; that 

a CONTINUED DEPENDENCY 
HEARING will be held on: JAN: 
VARY 19, 2012 at 1;30 P,M, the 
Yakama Nation Children's Court
room; 11 Wishpoosh Road; Top
penish, WA. YOU ARE FURTHER 
NOTIFIED YOU HA VE A RIGHT 
TO LEGAL REPRESENTATION 
at your own choice and expense. IF 
YOU HAVE ANY OBJECTION to 
the relief prayed for in said Depen
dency Petition being granted, please 
appear at said date and time Jo be 
heard. Further information can be 
obtained by calling the Yakama Na
tion Tribal Prosecutor's office. DAT
ED this 19th day December, 2011. 
Mallorie Yates, Court Clerk 
Yakama Nation Children's Court 
P.O.Box 151 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
(509) 865-5121 Ext. 4582 

Yakama Nation Tribal Court 
In reference to: WILLIAM 
WATLAMET and CHRISTINE 
WATLAMET. Summons by Pub
lication To: JERRY SLOCKISH. 
Father of the Above Children; And 
to any other person having interest 
in the above named children; YOU 
ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a 
proceeding is scheduled for PATER
NITY HEARING will be held on 
JANUARY 31, 2012 at 10;00 A,M, 
in the Yakama Nation Tribal Court; 
11 Wishpoosh Road; Toppenish, 
WA. The object of said proceedings 
is to enter such order in premises 
as the court may deem advisable in 
the best interest of said child. YOU 
ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED you 
have a right to legal representation 
at your own choice and expense. IF 
YOU HAVE ANY OBJECTION to 
the relief prayed for in said petition 
being granted, please appear at said 
date and time to be heard. 
DATED this 8th, day of December, 
2011. 
Amber James, Court Clerk 
Yakama Nation Tribal Court 
P.O. Box 151 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
(509) 865-5121 Ext. 4581 

LEGAL PUBLICATION FOR 
YAKAMA AGENCY/BIA/DOI, 
PO BOX 632, TOPPENISH, WA 
98948 
Augustus M. Johnley 
First Date of publication: Novem
ber 30, 2011 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
has decided to restrict your Individu
al Indian Money (UM) account. 
This public notice will be published 
once per week for four (4) consecu
tive weeks. 
BIA will place a restriction on your 
IIM account five (5) days after the 
date of the fourth pub! ication of the 
public notice. 
Your opportunity to request a hear
ing to challenge BIA's decision to 
restrict your TIM account will expire 
30 days after the date of the fourth 
publication of the public notice. 
For further information and instruc
tions on how to request a hearing, 
please contact the Superintendent, 
Yakama Agency, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs at the following address: 
P.O. Box 632, Toppenish, WA 98948 
or by telephone at (509) 865-2255. 

House for Sale / Yakama Nation Trust Land 
303 Shields RD Wapato WA. 1700+ SQ FT, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, Pirvate 

Driveway/ Fenced, Appilances and Tractor included. 
VIEW OF MT ADAMS. $160,000. Contact Johnnie Yallup,Yakama Nation 

Reality. 509-865-5121 
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More sex crimes, abuse numbers on Alaska's west coast 

By LISA DEMER 
Anchorage Daily News 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) - Disturbing new 
numbers accent what law enforcement, social agencies, 
Native leaders and politicians have long realized about 
Western Alaska: It struggles with far more than its share 
of violence and family dysfunction. 

A picture of the challenge emerges from the Alaska 
State Troopers' just-completed annual report for 20 I 0. 

The sparsely populated, remote area logged between 
one-third and one-half of all cases handled by troopers 
involving sexual assault, sexual abuse of a minor, or as
sault. 

If the cases were distributed evenly by population 
across Alaska, the numbers for Western Alaska would be 
far, far lower. 

The common thread is alcohol abuse, troopers said. 
"It's frustrating because you are trying to make a dif

ference. You are trying to make an impact on these num
bers," said trooper Capt. Barry Wilson, who heads the 
trooper detachment for the region. "But it takes time." 

Troopers' C Detachment covers a chunk of Alaska 
bigger than the state of California, an area from the coast 
of the Bering Sea inland and from Kodiak Island to north 
of the Arctic Circle. Jt includes the Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Delta, the Aleutian chain, and communities around the 
hubs of Bethel, Kotzebue, Dillingham, Nome and Ko
diak. 

Local police departments, not troopers, handle cases 
in hubs, some organized boroughs, bigger villages and 
urban centers including the cities of Anchorage, Fair
banks and Juneau. 

But considering only cases handled by troopers, the 
skewed crime numbers are apparent. 

More than 40,000 people in the Western Alaska de
tachment rely on troopers as their primary provider of 
public safety. That's about 17 percent of the 240,000 
people who live in areas served mainly by troopers. 

Yet according to troopers, C detachment in 2010 

handled: 
- 1,144 of 3,775 assaults investigated by troopers. 

That's 30 percent. Almost 450 of those Western Alaska 
assaults were felonies, troopers' spokeswoman Beth Ip
sen said. 

- 171 of 322 sexual assaults. That's more than half. 
- 172 of 367 sexual abuse of a minor cases. That's 

47 percent. 
- 23 of 83 suicides, or 28 percent. 
Western Alaska includes some of the poorest villag

es. Other parts of the state see more burglaries and thefts, 
more vandalism and drunken driving. But no other re
gions come close to it for reports of violence and sex 
crimes. 

Troopers in Western Alaska say they often must deal 
with more serious crimes than an urban police officer 
and need more specialized training - for instance in how 
to interview Alaska Native children, and in crime scene 
investigations. 

The nature and impact of crimes sometimes are dif
ferent than in urban areas too, troopers say. 

Rapes, for instance, usually are viewed as crimes of 
power and control, Wilson said. But in rural Alaska, sex 
crimes more often are connected to alcohol abuse and 
seem more situational, he said. Some perpetrators are 
viewed as the backbone of the village, the person who 
helps others out, until they drink and tum into someone 
else. 

"Then we have DVs (domestic violence). We have 
assaults. We have people walking down the middle of 
the street with guns. We have all these wild and off-the
wall things," Wilson said. 

Problems related to alcohol may get worse, troopers 
say. Two hubs, Bethel and Kotzebue, in 2009 liberalized 
their alcohol laws. Folks in surrounding dry and damp 
communities are finding it easier to get alcohol these 
days, troopers say. 

Lt. Mike Duxbury, who oversees many of the vil
lages in the detachment, recently dealt with a family 
struggling with multiple sexual assaults in the span of 
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a few months. The mother had been sexually assaulted, 
two children were assaulted by a relative, and then one 
of the same children was sexually abused by a neighbor, 
who had been drinking. 

"This is not unusual and it is a foundation rocker for 
the youngsters," Duxbury said. 

The mother was caring and concerned but didn' t 
seem to recognize how much trauma her family had suf
fered. 

As Duxbury helped the family get services in An
chorage, she told him: "I'm trying to hold myself togeth
er for this child who needs my support and [ 'm about to 
cry at any moment and I can't figure out why." 

A suicide, a crime of violence or a sexual assault in 
Anchorage or Fairbanks or Juneau may hurt one family, 
or spill over and affect a few close friends or neighbors. 

In rural villages, the impact is both deep and broad. 
"It is in fact the whole village," Duxbury said. 

"Crimes of this nature destroy the foundation for folks." 
Jn smaller villages, just about everyone is related by 

blood or marriage or connected in other ways, and every
one knows one another. They know who the perpetrator 
is, and who sent the person to jail, and why. They think 
back to when they were a kid, and were a victim of abuse 
themselves. 

Wilson, who has worked almost 22 years for troop
ers, said he tries to reinforce to younger troopers the idea 
that they can't expect real change just by showing up in 
a remote village every now and then even if it seems like 
they are establishing relationships. 

"It's going to take you doing that repeatedly, continu
ously. Weeks, months, years. Getting into the schools," 
Wilson said. 

It's the troopers' version of community policing - a 
strategy that in urban areas assigns officers to a certain 
neighborhood and encourages them to attend community 
meetings and talk to residents in non-crisis situations. 
Troopers have been pushing this for decades but need to 
do more, Wilson said. 

One goal is for a trooper to visit a rural village at 
least once a week for no par
ticular reason. Troopers al
ways descend when there's 
an alcohol-fueled attack or a 
teenager's suicide or a snow 
machine rider lost in a storm. 
But they also need to listen 
in at meetings of tribal el
ders and stop by to chat with 
school kids, Duxbury said. 

Working in C detachment 
is "the quintessential trooper 
post," said Duxbury, who used 
to work out of Aniak and often 
rode by snow machine to sur
rounding villages. Troopers 
go to calls by boat and plane 
too. 

The job is stressful and can 
be overwhelming for someone 
from an urban area . 

In Western Alaska, there 
are about 50 troopers answer-

ing calls in the field, or one for every 807 year-round 
residents. That's actually better than in more densely 
populated areas. The Anchorage Police Department, 
for instance, has one patrol officer or sergeant for every 
1, 155 residents in the municipal police service area. 

In Emmonak, troopers tried a new approach just 
more than one year ago. Two troopers now share the 
hard-to-fill position, each working two weeks on, then 
two weeks off. 

Commanders worried that villagers would see that as 
ditllinished commitment. But the) also wanted to make 
the job more appealing and improve retention. 

It's working great, Wilson said. Two weeks of 12-
hour days ground the troopers in Emmonak and sur
rounding villages. Now they're expanding the experi
ment to Selawik. Some senior troopers sought out the 
posts there. 

A priority for the state Department of Public Safety 
and Gov. Sean Parnell is boosting the number of com
munities with village public safety officers. They are not 
commissioned troopers, but work under the supervision 
of troopers. 

Researchers have found that VPSOs make a differ
ence. Sexual assault cases are more often prosecuted if 
they are involved in the response. And the rate of serious 
injury in assault cases diminishes when there's a VPSO. 

Wilson said that's because the village-based officer 
will respond before things get out of hand. 

Duxbury, a 22-year veteran, said despite all the dis
turbing statistics, every trooper has a story that makes 
the job worthwhile. 

There was this one girl from a Yukon River village. 
Duxbury met her when she was a seventh-grader and had 
been sexually assaulted by a relative at fish camp. He 
got her trained with the Dragon Slayers, a volunteer fire
rescue squad in Aniak dominated by high school girls. 
She went to a boarding school and joined the U.S. Navy. 
He just heard from her, out of the blue. 

"I helped one person get to someplace else and she's 
going to make a positive impact," Duxbury said. 

Jnformation from: Anchorage Daily News, http://www. 
adn.com 

Bethel seeks tribal money to 
keep bus service running 

BETHEL, Alaska (AP) - City officials in Bethel 
want some help from the Bethel Tribe in paying for bus 
service. 

The city council will ask the Orutsarannuit Native 
Council for $75,000 so buses can keep running through 
New Year's Eve. 

The bus system is a joint partnership. The city op
erates the buses, and the tribe puts in matching grant 
money. 

The tribe's executive director, Zach Brink, tells 
KYUK (http://bit.ly/rFGXYT) he doesn't beheve this 
will be a problem. In fact, he says the buses should be 
able to run through March without any problems. 

Information from: KYUK-A M, hrtp:llwwmkyuk.org 
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